
Composed from Kurt Schafli’s reports and notes 

 

PART 1 - MINISTRY IN EUROPE 

 

Founded by Major W. Ian Thomas, The Capernwray 

Missionary Fellowship of Torchbearers (CMFOT) is 

an evangelical Christian educational organization 

based at Capernwray Hall in North Lancashire, 

England. This is where my wife, Shoshanah, and I 

found out about Open Air Campaigners when we 

attended the Torchbearers Bible School in 1978-

1979. Then, in 1980, we were in contact with OAC at 

the Lausanne conference, where we were checking 

out the ministry booths and listened to a message by 

OAC staff member Jack Kreidler (picture 01 - Uli and 

Anne Hofius from OAC Germany are also in this picture). One of the OAC staff asked me 

to simultaneously translate Jack’s message from English into German and French, since 

the badge I wore indicated that I spoke those languages. God miraculously helped me. 

Not only could I keep up with Jack, but I sometimes knew ahead of time what was going 

to be said! I had never translated on stage before, and I must say it was an amazing 

experience. The next day, however, in church, was a different matter. I had trouble 

translating into just one language! Nevertheless, it was evident that God was giving us a 

sign by answering our prayer, leading us to serve in a mission whose desire was to use 

all our talents. OAC has undoubtedly fulfilled our desire in that area. 

 

After our training in Germany, we returned to Switzerland as a family and began OAC's 

work in that new field in 1982. The next three years were spent organizing and 

establishing an organized ministry structure and routine. Then, in 1985, we officially 

launched OAC Switzerland.  

 

In the early days of our ministry, we began 

publishing under OAC-CH (the letters "CH" 

stand for "Confederation Helvetica," an 

international abbreviation for Switzerland). 

This publishing ministry was called 

Ephratha-Verlag, meaning "double fruitful." 

Pictures 02 and 03 show some of the 

01 - JACK KREIDLER (PLAID JACKET ON 

LEFT) WITH ULI AND ANNE HOFIUS
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glow in the dark. I had to draw each stroke on the board double-wide; by doing this, 

everybody could then see the message clearly, so it worked great. The irony of this 

outreach was that in the planning stages, a pastor named Fredy Staub, who was once 

contacted by co-worker Keith Rudkin (OAC Germany) to be trained as an OAC 

evangelist for Switzerland, was asked to conduct the open-air meeting at this event, 

and I was asked to do the indoor session. However, God knows who has the gifts and 

tools needed in any particular situation, so He worked it out that I ended up conducting 

the open-air meeting, which turned out to be a boon for the development of OAC 

Switzerland.  

The first president of OAC Switzerland (OAC-

CH), Heinz Weidmann, was affiliated with the 

Salvation Army. He participated in one of our 

first OAC-CH seminars (picture 17) and took 

us to open-air services held at campgrounds 

and downtown outreach located in Wetzikon, 

ZH. I challenged the Salvation Army soldiers 

to show up without their official uniforms, 

since folks stopped at a distance from our 

meeting location, not wanting to get close to 

where the people in uniforms were. We also 

moved the sketchboard (see picture 18), 

so it would be closer to the crowd. The 

next day, without their uniforms, individuals 

passing by did not hesitate to approach 

our meeting location. Individuals in the 

crowd were overheard saying that they 

were not sure who these people leading 

the meeting were, but they thought the 

Salvation Army group sang better! Others 

said, "Strange; they do sing the same 

songs as the Salvation Army." 

At the first open-air seminar held in Switzerland, students from Germany and 

Switzerland, and from several 

denominations, participated. One 

of these students was named 

Stefan Grossenbacher, seen in 

picture 19. At this time, Stefan was 

in training with the Christliche 

Kontaktgruppe (CKG), a team 

starting churches in the Catholic 

Central Part of Switzerland. He 

produced our first OAC-CH flyers, 

one of which was designed to 

1 8  -  MOV ING  TH E  S K E T CHBOARD  
C LOS E R  TO  TH E  C ROWD

1 7  -  ONE  O F  TH E  F I R ST  OA C  

SWITZ E R L AND  S EM INARS

19 - STEFAN GROSSENBACHER (FIFTH PERSON FROM 

LEFT), A FAITHFUL SERVANT
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reach drug addicts and distributed to all the pharmacies in the area. He eventually 

became a pastor and supported our ministry for many years. Thanks to faithful friends 

like Stefan and his family, we were able to serve for all those years and see God bless 

the ministry He gave us, not only in Switzerland but also in Italy, Austria, Germany, 

France, Spain, and Portugal. 

Picture 20 

shows an 

open-air 

meeting 

during the first 

seminar held 

in Sursee, LU, 

Switzerland, 

most probably 

in the spring 

of 1983, in 

front of the 

MMM 

shopping 

center. 

At the official launch celebration of OAC Switzerland in 1985, the work was known as 

"Verein OAC-CH / Freiversammlungs-Mission Schweiz." Picture 21 shows those who 

attended this event, including Keith and Eva-Marie Rudkin (Germany) and Tom Swan 

(Canada). The names of the first seven founding board members in this picture are 

from left to right: Victor Winteler (Chrischona - A Swiss denomination named after the 

geographical location of their main office), Heinz Weidmann (Salvation Army), me, Max 

Läuppi (Chrischona), Richard Stähli (CKG), and Albert Wöhrli (Chrischona). Missing 

from the 

picture is 

Ernst Merki 

(CEF). 

Through the 

years, God 

has brought 

us quality 

individuals 

to serve on 

our board, 

and I am 

grateful to 

God for 

each one.  

20 - A MEETING DURING THE FIRST SEMINAR IN SWITZERLAND

21 - BOARD MEMBERS AND VISITORS AT LAUNCH OF OAC SWITZERLAND
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PART 2 - MINISTRY IN THE USA 

In 1991, we moved to America to begin our outreach ministry in the western portion of 

this country. Before our arrival, we were not sure of the exact location nor what the 

details of our ministry would look like, but we trusted the Lord and launched out into the 

unknown. The move from Europe to America had been planned for two years after an 

OAC International conference, at which it was agreed that we would tour the West for 

two weeks to evaluate the possibilities. It was an amazing journey, with God guiding us 

every step of the way. He called and moved us, as a family of five, from "secure" 

Switzerland to the wild native reservations of North America. During the preparation 

period, God answered specific prayers. Here are some of the ways in which God led 

and guided. I found a book on Indian culture when I wasn't even looking for it, in a huge 

second-hand bookstore. I was blindly grabbing for any book, and the one I ended up 

with was "Sitting Bull." Shoshanah also brought a record home from a thrift store with 

the song "Git Along Little Dogies, Wyoming will be your new home" on it! In New 

Mexico, Indians for Christ had promised us a home, but it turned out to be a leaking 

trailer, no furniture, non-functioning toilets, etc. You can imagine the culture shock we 

experienced, but we could not go back home since everything had been moved or sold. 

We remembered the Wyoming song and called someone who was once interested in 

us in that area of the country. Once a misunderstanding about transport and housing 

was cleared away, we were on our way to the location God had chosen for us! 

From 1991 to 2019, we regularly traveled to Europe and Israel. In Jordan, we 

participated in an archaeological dig in 2010, and in 2016, we guided a tour in Israel. 

From 2014 to 2019, we had the opportunity to teach OAC techniques to Jews 
and Arabs. 

For many years in the States, we conducted an after-school program called "Sonshine 

Club." As we prepared for a Christmas program one year, one of the girls, Tara, had a 

very sad face. I lightly touched her chin and said, "Hey, these are joyful songs, smile!" 

The children said she could not smile, for she was "bewitched." I remember having 

seen her smile in the past. So, when I brought the children home in the van, I asked her 

if she would like to smile again. She nodded in the affirmative. So, I told her we could 

ask Jesus, who is our Savior and Great Physician, to take that curse away. With my 

eyes open, I started praying. The thought hit me: "What, if nothing happens?" I prayed 

a clear, long salvation prayer and ended with, "You need to mean this! Amen!" Sure 

enough, Tara was able to smile again! PTL! 

Our memories of ministry through the years are many. We have thousands of pictures 

from Pow-Wow outreaches, Bible camps, rodeo open airs, Good News Clubs, and VBS 

weeks, featuring teams and volunteers from all over the US and Europe, to help us 

remember these moments! One year, I remember taking our youngest son, Ephraim, 

and three of his friends to Switzerland. One of them was named Wes, a Shoshoni 

Indian. He passed out when changing planes in Minnesota, so we had to rearrange 

flights. We arrived a day late in Switzerland, so we had to jump into leading a youth 
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It was also in 2018 that Shoshanah had a 

unique opportunity to present the Hebrew 

context of the gospel at a "chalk-walk" 

competition (see picture 40). Many visitors 

stopped and engaged us in conversations 

about our Messiah and faith. It was through 

this event that we were made aware of the 

Tribal Children's Home and that two of the 

girls we had served in the past now lived 

there. We promised we would visit them, 

and when we did, they ran up and hugged 

us. At that point, the director needed no 

other references and allowed us to share 

the Bible with all the children. 

It has been common practice for us to travel to the US, England, Australia, Canada, 

Brazil, Mexico, and Germany through the years in order to attend OAC conferences. 
In 2012 and 2018, we were privileged to serve with our Bahamas staff. An open-air 

meeting (picture 41) was held using puppets, drama, and the sketchboard, in 
between rainstorms. 

4 1  -  O P EN  A I R  IN  TH E  B AHAMAS

40 - SHOSHANAH DISPLAYING HEBREW 

CONTEXT OF THE GOSPEL IN CHALK
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