
Albania was proclaimed independent in November 1912, after almost five centuries  

of Ottoman rule. After World War II, Albania became a communist state and remained 

isolationist, during which time it was considered the poorest and most repressive 

country in all of Europe. Religion was banned, travel was forbidden for its citizens,  

and ownership of private property was prohibited. Then, with its transition to  

democracy in the early 1990s, the doors for ministry opened wide, and our OAC  

staff began walking through!   

In 1991, Ian and Caralee Loring were ministering in Greece, taking trips across the 

border into Albania to minister in the open air. They had previously worked with some 

Albanians who had escaped from communism into Greece, and found them eager to 

learn and quickly trusted Christ. These folks also had family connections allowing open 

doors into Albania. A short-term bus tour was quickly organized, and the Lorings brought 

with them the few Bible books that had been translated into Albanian. Open-air 

meetings were held with huge crowds gathering. It was a joy to use the base of Stalin's 

statue, which had been pulled down, as a pulpit to preach the gospel in Tirana's capital, 

with hundreds listening. At a meeting held at the stadium in the city of Korca, 2,000 

attended. With the help of some friends, The Jesus Film 

was shown to a packed house in the town movie theater! 

People were eager to hear what had been forbidden for so 

long. Reactions of the crowds ranged from welcoming and 

eager to hostile and threatening, including spitting and 

rock-throwing. In Erseka, the crowd was particularly hostile 

as the message about Peter's call was being preached. 

Two muscular teens, who spoke a little English, intervened 

and kept the crowd back, allowing the message to finish. 

Since our staff could speak some English, these boys were 

thanked, and the gospel was presented to them. Both 

trusted Christ as their Savior. But there was a problem. 

Due to many years of religious repression, there were no 

local churches with which to work or refer people for follow-

up and discipleship. Our early OAC workers in this country 

found themselves in a situation where, even though our 

primary purpose is evangelism, planting churches was 

necessary for the work to grow and spiritually flourish. A 

church has since been planted in Erseka.  
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