Chapter 28

Paraguay

— By David Wilson —

Paraguay is a landlocked country, bordered by Brazil, Argentina, and Bolivia. The
official language is Spanish, although 90 percent of the population also speaks the
Indian language called Guarani. My first
visit to Paraguay was in 1981 when |
taught the OAC Sowers seminars to
pastors, missionaries, and laypeople. |
returned the next year to teach two more
seminars and also flew in a Sower’s
teacher (pastor) from Chile to teach in
1983. There were good crowds in the open
air with many responding, and the
seminars went very well. However, those _
trained did not continue doing open-air DAVID WILSON WITH JUAN MONZON
evangelism. In desperation, | went up on (OUR FIRST OAC EVANGELIST) TRANSLATING
the housetop where | was staying in
Asuncion and prayed for God to show me
what to do. It became clear that | should
wait and not return to Paraguay until He
provided a Paraguayan evangelist to
pioneer an OAC branch there.

In 1986, | met Juan Monzon at Word of Life
(WOL) in Brazil; he was a student in my
seminar on open-air evangelism. He was
from Paraguay and did not know English,
so we could only talk in Spanish. After FELIPE DIAZ, JUAN'S FRIEND, AND
completing a year with the musical class of OUR SECOND EVANGELIST
WOL, he returned to Paraguay. Although |
wanted to ask him about pioneering OAC
in Paraguay, | decided to wait on God to
lead him. In 1990, he wrote to me
expressing his interest in joining OAC. He
told about Felipe Diaz, his friend, who also
wanted to join. Both had graduated from a
three-year Bible school in Asuncion. So, |
returned to Paraguay in 1992 and took
Juan and Felipe to Brazil, where they
observed and preached with OAC in Sao

USING MUSIC TO PREPARE THE AUDIENCE
FOR THE GOSPEL
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Asuncién was part of that plan. In 2024, four teams of dedicated OAC Paraguay
evangelists reached more than 157,000 people and 919 schools. They give glory to
God for all these precious students who heard the clear presentation of the gospel and
for the many thousands who openly prayed to trust Christ as their Savior.

CHIP WELTON (LEFT) PREACHING IN A PUBLIC SCHOOL: JUAN MONZON (RIGHT) TRANSLATING
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