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The question is often asked ‘‘Why don’t people go to
church?’’ The question should be ‘‘why doesn’t the church
go to the people?’’

0O.A.C. has been called ‘‘An Qutdoor Arm of the
Church.” Church teams are trained to reach their own
neighborhoods.

Missionary organizations are seeking the aid of Open Air
Campaigners in training their staff and national pastors in
taking the message to the masses. Regular training seminars
in open air evangelism are conducted in all branches.

Open Air Campaigners has established branches in eleven
countries - Australia, Britain, Belgium, Canada, Germany,
Holland, Italy, New Zealand, Philippines, Switzerland and
the United States.
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Foreword

It is my rare privilege to write a brief foreword to this
inspiring volume, this account of the Hand of God upon the
hearts and minds of ordinary men so making them
“‘extraordinary’’ for the Proclamation of the Gospel of
Christ ‘‘unto all the world.””

During my fourteen years as full-time evangelist with Open
Air Campaigners, 1924-1938, Communism was spreading
aboard with its bitter hatred and dire threats of violence
against Christians. In those days open air preaching in
Sydney was not all *‘Sunshine, Song and Smiles’’. Once I was
knocked to the ground by an enraged stevedore, was
showered with boiling water at a factory meeting, dragged
from the wagon platform and my shirt ripped and torn by an
irate woman who had mistaken me for a jail inmate! etc. etc.

But back to the Foreword! Throughout its pages as we
follow the advance of the Open Air Campaigners in their
God-appointed task we are reading of men and women who
with singleness of purpose by their life and testimony,
continually present the great Truths of the Glorious Gospel
of Christ. The Hand of God is evident in page after page.

Preacher, never be discouraged in your gospel witness. You
are doing better than you think with God’s help. How do I
know? Boys and girls and teenagers who trusted Christ at
open air gospel meetings that I had, eventually progressed to
be mighty stalwarts for Christ! Some went overseas as
missionaries, others to this day are Christian leaders in
Sydney and beyond.

Quite recently a visitor from Sydney phoned me to say that
he had trusted Christ as a boy of ten at a gospel wagon
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meeting I had in a back street in the Glebe, Sydney years ago.
Today he is a full-time evangelist!

With a little thought we can imagine what God is now
doing through the ranks of the O.A.C. in different countries
around the world. PRAY FOR THEM! Moreover, this
volume would never have been prepared and published but
for the untiring zeal and courageous patience and prayers of
the author, Jim Duffecy. Remember as you read this O.A.C.
history ‘“Time will never undo what once was true’’ - because
it is in the Hand of God so - “‘go foreward’’ and God be with
you!

Wallie Guilford
8 Donkin St.
Scarborough, Queensland 4020
Australia
June, 1983
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Introduction

It was a lovely Australian summer’s day. I had spent the
morning reading in a park above the beach, the cool Pacific
breeze on my face, my younger sister asleep in her baby
carriage beside me. That morning beside the beach had been
so good that 1 decided to do it again that afternoon. On my
way to the quiet seat above the cliff I had to skirt the park
opposite the beach promenade. Half a mile of surfer’s cars
were angle parked beside the park. Suddenly among them |
noticed a crowd of people standing close together as though
attracted by something of great interest to them. I was twelve
years of age and curious. 1 wheeled the baby carriage across
the park and towards the crowd. It was a bigger audience
than I first thought for in front of the back row of a couple of
hundred people I was surprised to see that about two hundred
boys and girls were seated in orderly lines on the sloping grass
bank intently watching a man who stood on a platform which
had been lowered from the side of a strange-looking truck
and held in place by chains. Over his head was a canopy. I
listened for a minute and became more amazed. This man
was speaking about the Bible and it was interesting! Everyone
seemed to be there. There was my oldest sister, Enid, sitting
down on one of the sheets of canvas with a crowd of other
girls. Enid was generally in everything that happened but
Alec Cooper was there, too. Alec was the boy I played
cowboys and Indians with and I didn’t think he would go to
something like this. Soon I knew why all these people were
listening for as I listened 1 was gripped by the same interest.

I had started to go to Sunday School because an aunt had
said to my cousin, ‘“Tom, you ought to go to Sunday School.
Jim always goes, don’t you, Jim?”’ ‘“No, Aunty, I never go,”’
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I was ashamed to say. So | went--Lut how boring it was. | had
put up with it for a few months but that hour in the church
was the most awful hour of the week. I hated it. Now | hear a
man who speaks about the Bible and 1 am gripped. I know
now what I did not know then - that this Open Air
Campaigner Wallace Guilford is one of the most outstanding
children’s evangelists in the world. (Wallie is still alive at the
time of writing. He has a children’s radio session called
‘‘Bible Adventures’’ which is heard all over the world).

Alec Cooper wanted me to go to the open air Sunday
School every Sunday--“’but’’, I objected, ‘‘he might ask me a
question in front of that big crowd--!"’ Alec’s enthusiasm was
contagious. ‘“You know, Mr. Guilford says you could put
five pound (about twenty dollars) in the church plate each
Sunday and it wouldn’t get you to Heaven.’’ I was impressed
by that!

Alec won and [ began a connection with Open Air
Campaigners which has lasted for almost sixty years. In those
early days I was an insatiable movie fan, the Saturday
matinee was almost my religion. Now I began to look
forward to that open air Sunday School more than the
movies. It was interesting from the start to the finish. Mr.
Guilford’s Bible stories illustrated on the sketchboard or with
working models were terrific. The day came when [ accepted
as Saviour the Christ he told me of and the day came when I
was in charge of the same Sunday School where I was
converted. For twelve years I worked as a photo engraver on
the staff of *‘Sun’’ Newspapers. The day came when I joined
the O.A.C. Staff and later opened the first overseas branch
of the organization in New Zealand. Then I was given the job
of leading a team to North America to open the United States
branch. Now Open Air Campaigners works in eleven
countries and it is my privilege to head up the whole
outreach.

You will forgive me if I appear over enthusiastic about
open air evangelism--God won me to Himself through it. Is
children’s evangelism as important as I think it is?--well, I
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was converted in a children’s open air meeting so I could be
biased! Do O.A.C. converts with no religious background go
on--no they don’t all go on, but I did! O.A.C. has a much
better follow-up system now than it had in those early days
but no one has ever improved on the Holy Spirit’s follow-up
program. He led me on, firstly into the Kingdom, and into
the church of God, then used O.A.C. to give me a sphere of
service and the training to know how to serve. I am sold on
the ministry of Open Air Campaigners because I know it is
God’s work. I am confident about O.A.C.’s present and
future. My experience in the past gives me this confidence.
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‘Truceless Warfare”

HYMN OF THE OPEN-AIR CAMPAIGNERS
J. G. Ridley L. Randall

Intmducnon

b iB R e

1. "Truceless warfare' Truceless warfare"Toke the shield and hh:ld the sword.
2. "Truceless warfare! Truceless warfare”Hurl it to the hosts of hell.
3. "Truceless warfare! Truceless warfare”Wateh and pray, and press the fight.
1. "Truceless warfare! Truceless warfare®Heed we now our Captain's call.
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Truceless war-fare' Truceless war-fare! In  the home-land and n - broad.
Truceless war-fare! Truceless war-fare! Thus the heavenly trum-pels  swell.
Truceless war-fare! Truceless war-fare! Summer., win - ter, day and  night.
Truceless war-fare! Truceless war-fare! Till the forts of e - vil fall,
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Fierce the foe that doth re - sist ous: Strong the arm that doth s - sisl us;

SERN
T
|

h

S0
|
1
™

Let no  whis-per now de - fleet us: Let no am - bush here  de - Leet us:
May no  lure of case in-trigue us: May no fear of mun be-siege us:
| With love's bnn ner float-ing  o'er us: And the heavenly goal be - fore us:
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Great the cause that doth en - list us: In the arm -y of the Lord.
Prayer to God will ere pro - teet us From the sub-tle ser-pent’s spell.
Til! our glo -ri - ous Lord Je -sus  Leads us in - to realms of Light.

We shall shout the bat - tle cho-rus Till His com-ing con - quers all.
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Rev. John G. Ridley, M.C. thought by many to be the
greatest evangelist Australia ever produced wrote the
foreword to ‘“‘Truceless Warfare’’. An attractive cover was
designed for the book featuring prominently the Cross with a
Sword in the foreground pushing past a foreground of
flames. Soon afterwards a badge was designed for O.A.C.
based on this cover. The symbolism suggests the opposition
of Satan to the preaching of the Cross being overcome by the
Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God. And so each
Campaigner conducts a truceless warfare against sin and the
power of the evil one. This is what the following story is all
about,
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Preface

In 1941 “Truceless Warfare”” by W. R. Angus was
published. The author traced the early roots of Open Air
Campaigners through the ministry of E. P. Field a lawyer and
““The New South Wales Evangelistic Band” (1895) then
through the revived ‘‘Evangelistic Prayer Band’ (1913)
which, in 1922, became Open Air Campaigners.

It seems evident that Mr. Angus was assisted in his writing
by some of the men who had originally worked with Field.
Mr. Field himself returned to England in 1897 and contact
with him was lost but W, H. Dibley (O.A.C. Chairman from
1923-1937) a close friend of Mr. Ficld, and Field's associates
A. B. Wilson and W. H. R. Grant, all O.A.C. Council men
for many years, were available for consultation by the author
of ““Truceless Warfare’’.

In recent years additional information has become
available and this only highlights that very few of the early
details need correcting. Mr. Angus’ narrative is, on the
whole, very accurate. I have related in ‘‘Another Sherlock
Holmes in England’’ how we were able to go back to the early
beginnings of the organization. (‘‘Another Sherlock
Holmes’' is a collection of some source materials made
available to the O.A.C. Staff and committees).

No attempt is made in this present volume to claim that
Edward Percy Field started Open Air Campaigners but it is
evident that the present organization grew out of his ministry.
Mr. W.H.R. Grant who called together the men who formed
““The Evangelistic Prayer Band’’ later wrote an unpublished
article for an early issue of ‘‘The Campaigner’’ entitled ‘‘The
Genesis of the Open Air Campaigners’’ (circa 1923). Here are
extracts from it.

“We have so often been asked about the origin of the
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O.A.C. that we think a short account of how the work
originated would best answer these inquires.

In 1895 ‘The New South Wales Evangelistic Band’ was
formed by the gathering together of a number of men of all
denominations for the purpose of prayer, Bible study and
evangelistic effort. Among those who so gathered were some
who have been well known in spiritual circles in Sydney such
as Dr. Thomas Porter, Mr. E. P. Field, Mr. H. H. Halls, Mr.
T. Wills Pulsford, Captain T. H. Norrie, Mr, W, H. Dibley,
Mr. C. N. Lack, Rev. Andrew Colvin, Mr. A. B. Wilson and
many others. Among their activities was a very live prayer
meeting held in Mr. Pulsford’s office and from this came a
number of very successful missions held in small churches
both around Sydney and in the outlying suburbs. One still
comes across those who first learned to know the Lord Jesus
in these meetings. This work continued for several years but
after Mr. C. N. Lack left as a missionary for China and Mr.
Field and others left the State it gradually lost its strong
evangelistic character and the members gravitated to other
fields of service’’.

W. Grant continues, ‘‘Although this Band was not
definitely connected with the Q.A.C., it had a very direct
bearing on its coming into being, for in 1913 it was laid on the
hearts of some of us to recommence some work on similar
lines. To that end a letter was sent out to a few friends who
would remember the old Band, calling them together on
November 3rd of that year. The signatories to that letter were
Rev. Canon E. A. Bellingham, H. S. Begbie, G. O. Cocks,
W. H. Dibley and W. H. R. Grant who acted as
secretary. . .Mr. Grant gave shortly the reasons for the
calling of the meeting and it was decided to form what was
then called ‘The Evangelistic Prayer Band’ with the object of
a weekly prayer meeting and evangelistic effort. The prayer
meeting for the first twelve months had an average
attendance of 13 and for lh'e'.second year 8 and this despite
the fact that the War had commenced half way through the
first year. During the earlier months of 1914 there was a 3
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weeks Mission held in a Mission Hall at Redfern and again at
Orangeville near Camden and some open air work was
carried on. Meetings for four days of prayer were held under
the auspices of the Band for several years in the School Hall
of the Petersham Baptist Church. However with the advent
of the war a number of the members went to the Front,
several of them laying down their lives. Nevertheless despite
reduced numbers, five or six continued on in prayer.

Writing this around 1923 Grant says ‘‘Some 4 or 5 years
ago when William Bradley returned from Egypt he began to
attend the meetings regularly and after consultation with the
attending members of the Band it was suggested that the
work should be enlarged. Mr. Bradley, having more time on
his hands than the secretary, commenced working the
meetings up and soon had from 12 to 20 coming regularly.
The name was changed to Open Air Campaigners and we
began regular open air work at Coogee and elsewhere and
taking missions wherever openings occurred. . .Mr. and Mrs.
Shaw gave the first motor wagon for the open air
work. . .and the work has developed into what it is today.”

The author of this volume came into touch with Open Air
Campaigners in 1924, two years after the present
name was given and the first Gospel wagon put into service. I
was converted under the preaching of O.A.C. evangelist W.
A. Guilford at Coogee Open Air Sunday School 32 years
after E. P. Field first commenced there on Sunday, March
20th 1892. Field had a team of some 28 workers at Coogee
and here the open air ministry was conducted regularly each
Sunday and was called ‘“The Coogee Open Air Mission’’.
This meeting continued for five years until Mr. Field returned
to England in 1897 for health reasons.

I have never lost contact with O.A.C. from those early
days being, first of all, a Sunday School pupil at Coogee then
a voluntary worker until 1940 when I joined the Staff, serving
always as an evangelist but under various titles - Field
Director, North American Director, New York Director,
General Director, International Director and now President.
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Although 1 have had a part in many of the incidents
recorded in the story that follows I have decided to avoid the
personal pronoun as much as possible (or the monotonous
statement ‘‘the present author remembers!”’) I will, with your
permission write as an observer although it will be obvious
that sometimes I am a participant. It is hard to do this
without appearing to be an egotist but it is worth a try in
order to avoid literary stiffness and unreality.

I will not apologize for what may in this story appear to be
an overabundance of names. Although this narrative will
possibly contain interest for the general public, the main
reason for the writing of it was to provide a history for our
present and future members of Open Air Campaigners. God
uses men and men have names and those named made a
contribution in the development of the organization and are
an essential part of the story.

Citrus Springs Jim Duffecy, President
Florida, U.S.A. o Air Ca i ot ional
June 1983 pen Air Campaigners Internationa
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the Kind of Kings. When Henry Havelock was retreating,
under the attack of Darwinian agnosticism, from his first
allegiance to Christ it was John Field, his army colleague,
who led him back to faith in what Gladstone, Queen
Victoria’s most famous Prime Minister, called ‘““The
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture’. It was Sir Robert
Napier who appointed Field to lead the forward troops in the
attack on Theodore, King of Ethopia, when 6,000 cavalry
troops were routed and the war won under John Field’s
leadership and for which he was knighted. So Trafalgar
Square with its memorials to these two distinguished soldiers
and their connection with Field provides a link with the roots
of an organization which was to leave its mark on the world
at large. Friend of Andrew Murray the well known
devotional writer and the Bishop of Durham, Handley Moule
the expositor, John Field became the joint secretary of the
Evangelical Alliance, a fellowship of Christian leaders whose
names still sparkle untarnished after almost a century of
history - F. B. Meyers, Ada Habershon, Sir Robert
Anderson, etc. When D. L. Moody came to England Field
headed up a visitation committee. In the days when the
Salvation Army was just beginning Field, the General, had
already seen the importance of open air evangelism.

After returning from service in India, he moved to seaside
Ramsgate. His ‘“‘Indian Journal’’ tells in his own words, his
first venture into what became a regular part of his life
afterwards. He writes ‘‘A remarkable instance of the Lord’s
grace in sending me to preach the Gospel should be recorded.
After lunch I stood looking out of the window across to the
pier, which was crowded with people enjoying the bright
afternoon. Whilst I was gazing it was as though inwardly a
voice said ‘Go and speak to these people’. It was so distinct,
that it made me tremble; I felt that it must be from the Spirit
of God. I knelt in prayer that God would help me and told
my wife and she advised my going, so I took my Testament,
knelt praying for grace and guidance and started, feeling very
nervous, for the pier. 1 walked through the crowd and
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returned praying all the way but found no help. I began again
to walk and the thought came that if 1 expected help, I must
begin. I then went to a group of young men, opened my
Testament and read to them a passage in John five.
Immediately the Lord gave power and 1 preached Christ. A
large crowd gathered and for twenty minutes I declared the
Gospel and invited the people to come next Sunday to hear
me at 3. I then passed through the crowd and a respectable
woman came up to me saying ‘Oh, sir, before you came I
stood here praying the Lord to send someone to speak to
these people and then you came!’ *’ Army author Col. Seton
Churchill records General Sir John Field’s knighthood by
Queen Victoria and his appointment as an aide-de-camp to
Her Majesty, and then goes on to tell of an open air meeting a
few nights later, under the gaslights of Greenwich, a slum
area of London, when, under the General’s leadership the
meeting was held regularly. Churchill comments ‘‘There
under a lamp in the street he used to proclaim the
unsearchable riches of Christ to the poor of that
neighborhood, not one of whom knew to whom they were
listening!”’

‘One of the General’s sons, Edward Percy, left his
Cambridge University education to go first of all to New
Zealand and then to Australia where away from the Godly
influence of his parents he could carve out his own life in
these distant lands free of their restraint. His voyage from
England in a sailing ship of 1,200 tons almost ended in disaster
under a drunken captain who soon afterwards wrecked the
ship on the sub-Atlantic Chatham Islands 1000 miles out of
course. Not making it in New Zealand Field sailed for Sydney
Australia.

Australia was not any kinder to the ambitious Englishman
and with all his education he finished up breaking stones as a
road builder. One day Mr. Weigall, Headmaster of
Australia’s oldest boy’s college and a friend of the General
was startled, as he passed by, to recognize E. P., working on
the road. After hearing Field’s story Weigall offered him a
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won. It was such a serious thing for so important a judge to
be defeated in court, especially by a law student that the
Chief Justice declared it a no suit. The Press stood with Field
and the case launched him on a successful legal career.

Happily married and socially accepted he had given up all
though of his parent’s God. Life was running along the way
he had wished for, when suddenly diaster struck - in the midst
of his brilliant career, specialists diagnosed that he had cancer
of the throat! This brought Edward Percy Field to his knees.
He confessed to the Lord that he had lived only for this world
and he surrendered his life to the Saviour. If God would spare
him he vowed that he would devote himself in the future to
God'’s glory. On a specialists advice he went with his family to
England to be operated on by a famous surgeon, Sir Felix
Semon. In 1890 Sir Felix examined him and said ‘“‘But you
have been operated on already!’’ Field, of course, denied this
and asked the surgeon for a certificate declaring that his
throat was perfectly normal! A miracle had happened.
Edward Percy Field had been healed spiritually and
physically.

Returning to Sydney in 1891 he did not forget his vow to
God. Identifying himself with the church and with other
Christians he began witnessing to his barrister colleagues and
a pattern of service began to evolve. Open air witnessing and
hospital visitation were important parts of his famous
father’s ministry and so it was not strange that his son should
see their major importance too. His diary entries say
““‘Commenced open air speaking for Rev. Chaffers Walsh of
Holy Trinity’’ - “‘Open air service to coal lumpers’’ - ““Ultimo
open air meeting, - had hat bashed in!”* - *“‘Regular visits to
Sydney Hospital’’. Indoor services are reported too and
occasional witnessing at Salvation Army open air meetings
and all this while he carried on his legal career.

In Sydney and elsewhwere in Australia a breath of revival
was blowing. The Rev. George Grubb’s Anglican Mission
Party, associates of the British Keswick Convention, were
seeing many souls saved and many Christians revived. The
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famous Mark Guy Pearse of Methodist fame had activated
Percy Field too. He lived at seaside Coogee. The entry for
March 20th 1892 reads ‘‘On Sunday we began open air
services at Coogee.”’ He built a team of some thirty workers
and called it “The Coogee Open Air Mission’’. These
meetings were carried on regularly for many years. Well
known ministers of various denominations joined with
laymen in an expanding open air ministry. The Primate of
Australia accepted Mr. Field’s invitation to preach in the open
air and one Sunday he addressed a large crowd at Coogee
Beach. Already Mr. Field had commenced daily lunch hour
open air meetings right in the center of Sydney - King and
York Streets, George Street, Moore Street, Martin Place right
in front of the famous Post Office steps, at the foot of Queen
Victoria’s statue and at Circular Quay. A lawyer, already in
the public eye, was now attracting hundreds to hear him and
as King’s Counsellor, taking the witness stand for the Saviour
who had so dramatically met him.

Names which were afterwards to become well known in
Sydney’s religious world are linked with Field’s ministry,
some who, like Dibley, Wilson, Sharp, Byrne nd Grant would
later on continue their ministry in the ranks of an
organization yet on the horizon - Open Air Campaigners.
Edward Percy Field was tireless, not only in his almost daily
open air work but in church campaigns both in his own state
and in Victoria. In 1897 Dr. McColl of Melbourne, preacher
and medic, warned that he must rest or pay the consequences.
It was after much prayer and great concern for God’s
guidance that the lawyer returned permanently to England.
His last public act before he boarded the European bound
ship with his family, was to speak at Moore Street, the open
air meeting, with Coogee, which had become the most
important one of his ministry.
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Mr. E. P. Field's last meeting in Moore Street, Sydney 1897. He had preached regularly here. Finishing the meeting, Mr. Field went
immediately to the ship to join his family and to return with them to England.



2

Open Air Campaigners Is
Born - 1922

Field slipped out of the Australian picture as definitely as
he had appeared. J. B. Nicholson, one of his staunchest
friends, was in touch with him until his death in Dunton
Green, Kent on March 13th 1928, But his work and its
inspiration remained in the hearts of many in Sydncy.
Memories of the past stirred W. H. R. Grant to call members
of those pre-century days of vital ministry together in 1913
and The New South Wales Evangelistic Prayer Band was
formed. Humanly speaking World War | should have killed
it, coming as it did soon after those ministers, Christian
leaders and others gave birth to this revived outreach but God
was working and had a plan in His Mind. A handful of men
kept the fire burning with prayer and regular preaching,
indoors and in the open air.

William Bradley, a well known missionary with the Egypt
General Mission, settled in Sydney at the end of the War and
began attending the Evangelist Prayer Band meetings.
““Cairo’’ Bradley was a man of real evangelistic vision and he
soon saw the tremendous potential of what the Band could
achieve under God. He was an international in outlook and
was in touch with significant overseas Christian Leaders. In
1922 the Evangelistic Prayer Band became The Open Air
Campaigners. Bradley had a significant camipaign in New
Zealand and brought back with him Mr. Alec Brown to
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No. 1 Gospel wagon wnh Messrs Brown, Bradley and Angus 1922
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become O.A.C.’s first staff evangelist and the first Gospel
wagon, a fine gift from Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Shaw, was
commissioned for service. It was named ‘‘Keswick No. 1’ a
memorial to special blessing the Shaws had received on a visit
to this famous Convention in the English Lakes District.
Over the years O.A.C. was to play an important part in the
Sydney Convention counterpart of Keswick, believing that
the Gospel proclamation of Christ’s death, burial and
resurrection to the lost is the same vital foundation for
sanctification and power for service to the Christian,

Mr. Bradley’s ability to attract men of the right kind soon
became apparent. Roy Gordon, afterwards to become
Australia’s most outstanding open air speaker to adults, and
Malcom McOmish, open air preacher and gifted Bible
teacher, joined the staff. The first Honorary Secretary, W. R.
Angus, introduced to the organization by W. H. R. Grant
and encouraged by ‘‘Cairo’’ Bradley, became an outstanding
personal worker, leading many to Christ at open air meetings
and elsewhere. It was a wet and cold day when Wallie
Guilford was invited by Bradley to speak at Coogeec. The
children in the audience immediately became interested.
Coogee was to become, once again, a special center for
preaching. Wallie Guilford soon joined the staff, preaching
at factories, city parks and elsewhere but Coogee became
noted for its regular children’s Sunday afternoon gatherings
with W. A. Guilford in charge. Hundreds of young people
attended and listened with rapt attention to illustrated Bible
talks and behind them stood as many adults for over an hour
as the Gospel was powerfully preached. Jim Duffecy and
many others found Christ here.

If “‘Prayer’’ and ‘‘Evangelistic’’ had been dropped from
the new name they did not become less, but even more
important as the work expanded and the staff increased. A
great Sydney Cathedral Mission began in May 1923 and the
organizers asked the Campaigners who were regularly
conducting a lunch hour prayer gathering in the city to
undertake the public prayer meeting. An interdenominational
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group of ministers and laymen were associated with O.A.C.
for this purpose. Out of this effort O.A.C.’s Sydney Town
Hall United Intercessory Service began. When F. B. Meyer
came to Sydney he called this the World’s greatest prayer
meeting. He was equally impressed with the Gospel wagons
as was Homer Rodeheaver, the famous song leader and hymn
writer, who, after taking part in O.A.C. meetings during his
visit to Sydney with Dr. Biederwolf, wrote *‘I have been in
the thick of evangelisic work in America for twenty years and
Mr. Sunday and I thought we had explored every avenue of
doing God’s work effectively, but I have come to Sydney to
discover that we have yet more to learn. These efficiently
equipped Gospel wagons eclipse anything that we have in
America.”

From the beginning Open Air Campaigners was a team
effort. Like Field had done, the staff evangelists attracted
around them groups of voluntary workers. The weekly
programs of city meetings at parks and factories climaxed
with thrilling Sunday evening meetings, first of all at Bathurst
Street near the Town Hall. Crowds became so big here that
the authorities closed the meeting down as they did when
0.A.C. meetings blocked Martin Place in the city’s center at
noon time. Martin Place had been one of lawyer Field’s
special spots and his crowds had brought police action, too.
Like Field had done, O.A.C. used team members regularly.

Moved from Bathurst Street, Campbell Street, down near
Sydney’s large and attractive railway station became the
Sunday evening mecca of open air witnessing. Led by an
evangelist, man after man would preach or testify, the
meetings going on for three hours. Later this meeting moved
up one block to the corner of Pitt and Goulburn Streets,
an area of some large hotels and guest accommodations
convenient to the trains. This unique meeting attracted large
crowds regularly for over thirty years. We must tell you some
thrilling stories of ‘‘Goulburn Street Open Air Cathedral”’
further on in this book. Voluntary workers in Open Air
Campaigners became more than casual helpers, many of
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them, while continuing their weekly business, became
significant leaders and preachers of God’s great Salvation.
Spread over Australia and elsewhere are ministers,
missionaries and Christian leaders who began their ministry
as O.A.C. voluntary workers.

In those days an interesting form of witnessing was used by
O.A.C. Large box kites were flown over the famous Sydney
Cricket Ground and the Randwick Race Course when
thousands, bent on pleasure, were confronted with ‘‘JESUS
SAVES"” flying high above the sporting events. ““O.A.C.”
identified the message.

The Open Air Campaigners wanting to put more emphasis
on their outdoor ministry, passed the leadership of the United
Intercessory Service and the organizing of the 1925 W. P.
Nicholson Crusade over to Mr. Bradley. The Intercessory
Service continued to be a blessing to Australia for the next
thirty five years and W. P. Nicholson’s campaigns made a
lasting impression on the whole Commonwealth and New
Zealand. Reg. Angus was now appointed to the leadership of
the organization and continued in this role until 1946. Under
his able command the work continued to grow.

Radiating out from the original city work important things
began to happen in the Sydney suburbs. Sydney is more than
30 miles square and its suburbs, set within easy access to
famous beaches and one of the world’s most beautiful
harbours, lend themselves to open air preaching, so soon W,
R. Angus had organized suburban branches in North, South,
East and West. Capable men from the voluntary team led
these branches and around them hard working and loyal
volunteers made up hard hitting Gospel bands. Now the
wagons numbered five and soon the fleet was to grow to
seven, Malcolm McOmish’s Bible teaching ministry was now
being fully utilized. While taking part in the daily program of
open air meetings and church campaigns he was to initiate a
tremendous follow-up-teaching ministry for the man
converted in the branches and the city meetings. The
branches needed regular converts classes and McOmish was
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cans in Hyde Park for scraps the picknickers had left. Bill
suddenly remembered that he knew a fellow who attended a
meeting conducted by Open Air Campaigners at Campbell St.
and that maybe he could get five shillings from him. They
could get a bed and a meal from the Salvation Army for a
shilling each - and have some over for a decent meal the next
day. When they arrived at the meeting his friend was not
there, but expecting him any time they decided to wait. Then
he did come, but stood near the front. Bill said later *‘I must
confess that we didn’t listen to much of what was going on
until a young fellow about 17 years old stood up and said
‘Jesus Christ will save you.” Now I had never interrupted at
an open air meeting before, but I called out ‘Save you from
what, mate?’ I thought he would say from Hell. I was going
to tell him that I was born in Hell and that as a soldier in the
trenches I had lived in Hell. But, to my amazement, he just
looked at me and said, ‘I don’t know you Digger, (a term for
an Australian soldier), but I'll tell you this; He will save you
from the thing that has you beaten.” Now I knew what had
me beaten, I blamed my mother, I blamed my father, I
blamed my circumstances, but I knew what had me beaten.
Then he gave a gospel invitation. A number of people
responded. I had never seen this before, so I said to Charlie,
‘What do you suppose is going on here’, as one after another,
people responded. Charlie said, ‘Oh, they’re all in it, it’s a
racket!’ Then I saw a friend of mine go up and I knew it was
no racket. I said to Charlie, ‘I'll give it a go.’ He said,
‘You’re mad.’ Then I began to tremble and for the first time,
I knew what fear was. I was a decorated Anzac. I had gone
‘over the top’ with bombs bursting all around me and dead
soldiers everywhere, but there were no bombs here. This was
Sydney in peace time. I walked across 8 feet of pavement and
said. ‘I'll give it a go.” He said, ‘You will, Digger?’ I said, ‘I
will.” I went back beside Charlie. I didn’t feel saved, I didn’t
look saved, but I was saved.

After the meeting was over my friend came to me and said
‘Bill you will never regret the decision you have made!’ Then
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he offered me a ten shilling note. 1 said ‘Jim, you said God
supplied all your need and if that is so I don’t need that 10
shillings. Either this is for real or it is not!” Then 1 got a kick
in the shins from Charlie. The following morning 1 was
standing in Queen’s Square just near to where the entrance to
St. James Underground Station now is when a man carrying
two cases asked me where he could get a taxi. |1 asked him
where he was going and he told me to Central Station to catch
an early morning train to Newcastle. There were no taxis, so,
I took one of his bags and showed him a short cut to the
Station. All the way I told him about what had happened to
me the night before. When we got to the Station he pressed a
pound note into my hand and quickly went through the
barrier. I stood looking at it. This is the first installment of
God’s supply, I thought. Later that day I got two casual days
painting. This went on day after day, until one day I was in
Pyrmont where I met an old Army ‘Cobber’. He was going
out to Rockdale to deliver a load of timber and took me for
the ride, While I was waiting for him to unload, I went into
the office to see if I could get a job. I belonged to the timber
worker’s union and I had gone through six jobs in six
months. I couldn’t hold a job. But here was someone who
didn’t know me. ‘Oh no’, he said, ‘we don’t have any work.’
I thanked him and walked down the steps. He opened the
door and told me they had to clear an area for a new building
and he could give me two days work.”

That two day casual labour, worked into 12 years, in which
Bill Tate became the foreman of the largest furniture factory
then in New South Wales - Rickets & Thorpes. He left it to go
on to the staff of Open Air Campaigners. For a number of
years he led the Southern Suburbs branch of O.A.C., and
became a staff member when the late Rev. Phil Hayes was
secretary. Bill served as an O.A.C. welfare office during the
early days of World War II.

Mr. W. O. Werry was a member of Bill Tate’s Southern
Suburbs Committee. His sons, Ken, Les, Reg and Stan were
to play an important part in the development of Open Air
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Campaigners in the years to come. It was Mr. Werry who
originally sponsored the Bible Institute of Los Angeles Bible
Course which was to become an important part of O.A.C.
ministry in these early days.

Coogee Open Air Sunday School was flourishing under
Wallie Guilford’s unique ministry and the young people who
had found Christ there were introduced to Malcolm
McOmish’s Monday night Bible Class in the city and to the
branch ministry. Soon Mr. Guilford moved on from Coogee
Beach to Clovelly Beach and from there to the next one along
the coastline - Bronte and then on to Bondi Beach. At Coogee
the nucleus of the Beach teams came from the converts - Ray
Hill, Charlie Macauley, Bruce Murray and Jim Duffecy.
Wallie Guilford would stay long enough to firmly establish
the new Sunday School and then leave it in the hands of
trained, if youthful, voluntary helpers. Years later when Jim
Duffecy and Ken Werry led this voluntary team there were
over sixty men and women participating in it. It was to
become the sced bed of the future O.A.C. staff. Tuesday
nights became the regular training class fixture. The mission
field and the ministry was fed by it. Jim Duffecy likes to tell
church audicnces ‘‘When someone questions mec as to
whether it is worthwhile to preach in the open air I say ‘Don’t
ask me, I’'m biased - you seec God used Open Air Campaigners
to lead me to Christ, O.A.C. gave me my follow-up. O.A.C.
introduced me to the church and they even taught me to
preach - although 1 don’t ever blame them for the last - they
did their best!”’

While all this was going on regular country campaigning
was an important part of the outreach. W. R. Angus, W. A.
Guilford, Malcolm McOmish and Roy Gordon could lcave
the city and suburban scene to those they had trained and
from time to time make excursions into the often spiritually
parched country towns of the State of New South Wales.



3

First Branch Outside
Sydney - 1932

In the years ahead the growth of Open Air Campaigners
was to be achieved by the planting of branches. As we have
seen the first four of these branches began in the suburbs of
Sydney. The original aim of those who started the
organization was to set up a ministry that would be mainly
confined to one city and its suburbs with visits sometimes to
country towns within the State. It was called New South
Wales Open Air Campaigners. Sydney was a big enough city
to keep them busy in preaching the Gospel so the
establishment of the fifth branch some hundred and fifty
miles from Sydney in the States principal coalfields area, the
beautiful Hunter Valley, must have seemed a big move to
make. Actually, it was the beginning of a movement that
would lead to the eventual breaking out from the original
State into Australia’s main cities and then into New Zealand
and out into the world. No one then saw that seed in the
opening of the coalfields outreach. The story of the Hunter
Valley Branch is a fascinating one and should be told now.
Two outstanding men George Wotherspoon and Morris Elder
were to be added to the O.A.C. team as a result of its
establishment and its beginnings were set in some dramatic
circumstances.

The Great Depression was settling down on Australia.
Communism, using the unsettled situation was beginning to
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Roy Gordon addresses a large crowd during the coalfields campaign.



rear its head on the coalfields. If there was a place in
Australia where the Gospel was needed it was there,

The Maitland field is famous for its high grade coal. These
tremendous coal basins like giant saucers, lying one under the
other, embrace an area of some 5000 square miles with seams
in some mines ranging as high as 32 feet in thickness.
Stanford - Merthyn colliery worked a 22 foot seam of solid
coal without any band of foreign materials.

The Richmond Main Colliery was the Southern
Hemisphere’s largest coal mine. God was going to use two of
its employees, men of sharp contrast to bring O.A.C. and the
Gospel to this needy area with its town after town mining
black gold.

A piece of faded, dirty paper, blown by the wind and
caught in a tuft of grass, was to open up the whole adventure
and bring first of all W. R. Angus onto the scene and then
Roy Gordon. Roy came with the No. 1 Gospel van and
conducted open air meetings which, night after night,
attracted thousands of miners to listen for hours on end to
preaching that would shake them to their foundations.

Moses Elder was an under-manager of Richmond Main
and was born in Northumberland on the border of Scotland
and England. Coal mining attracted him. After receiving the
Membership of the Institute of Mining Engineers and
managing several collieries, he migrated to Australia. George
Wotherspoon was a miner from his youth and was a
prominent Union delegate at Richmond Main. Slamannan in
Scotland was his birthplace. Morris (as Mr. Elder was
generally called) was a tall, alert, soft spoken, gracious man.
George was short, built like an ox (and just as strong) and
brusque of manner. No two men were more different yet they
became life-long friends and this union came about in an
unusual way.

Mr. Johnson, Richmond’s manager had had enough of
George Wotherspoon. Every time there was a grievance from
the Union, George was there to confront him and every time
Wotherspoon, as Union delegate, won the case. Asked how
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he always managed to come out on top in these conferences,
George explained ‘‘I never try to bash a man’s brains out with
a bag of feathers! - if the disgruntled miners wanted me to
take a case to the management I never went unless I had facts,
unassailable facts, to support our case and so I always won!"’
Mr. Johnson had had enough. One day when Wotherspoon
appeared again, Johnson was ready for him, and from the
moment the unsmiling little Scot appeared in his office,
Johnson began to talk. He was determined that George
would not get a word in edgeways. He talked for twenty
minutes without a pause during which time Wotherspoon
stood in silence without any attempt to interrupt him. Finally
the manager ran out of steam and paused for breath and
the delegate, in a broad Scottish brogue said ‘“Would you mind
repeating all that over again, please?”’

Wotherspoon would have to go - Johnson was determined
about it. Morris Elder, as an Under Manager got to know of
this and although there was no friendship between them then
he felt he should try to avoid Wotherspoon’s dismissal.
‘““Why don’t you put him on my shift?’’ he casually suggested
to the manager. ‘“What good would that do?’’ Johnson
asked. ““Well”’ answered Morris, ‘“‘As you know I work the
late shift and he will be sleeping while you are working and
you'll have no more trouble from him!”’ And Elder won the
day. This is how the long Elder-Wotherspoon friendship
began.

Both men were converted but they admitted to each other
that ‘‘they were a pair of old backsliders’’. The growing
friendship saw a growing committment to God in both of
their lives. If Morris was a manager, George had been a
Sergeant - Major in the British Army and they both had
leadership qualities. Between them they planned cottage Bible
meetings, alternately using their own homes as gathering
points. News got around that something special was going on
at these regular Saturday night get-togethers. Force of
numbers made it necessary to move and a sympathetic Baptist
Minister opened his church hall for what now was known as
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the Cottage League. The programs were simple and helpful.
Everyone seemed ready to take part as their leaders planned
the evenings around singing and testimonies and brief Bible
talks. Other churches joined in. The whole thing was
flourishing when Morris Elder, on his way to work at
“Richy”’, found that O.A.C. tract, blown by the wind and
caught in the grass. He had to wash the dirt off it to read it
and when he did there was the Sydney address of Open Air
Campaigners.

Secretary, Mr. Angus, answered the requests for a visit to
the Cottage League and his ministry over a number of visits
not only helped the regular attenders but gave a new depth to
Morris Elder and George Wotherspoon and led to a request
for a full scale evangelistic outdoor campaign in the whole
district. The churches were enthusiastic about the
possibilities. Roy Gordon was assigned to the task. Over a
number of years he and Wallie Guilford had conducted many
successful country missions, working in cooperation with
local churches. The plan was to have a series of nightly open
air meetings coupled with Sunday services in the churches and
often followed by Christian Life Conventions. When the
Coalfields visit was first mooted Mr. Gordon was told that
the communistic miners, already feeling the pinch of the
Depression, would run him out of town. Roy was a man of
Whitefield-like approach but he was a Methodist of the old
Wesley order too. The Bible was the Word of God and the
Gospel was the.power of God unto Salvation. He preached
like a man and was absolutely fearless. He did not ramble
around in his preaching. His was a doctrinal, thought out
message that called for response to the Saviourhood and
Lordship of Christ.

The critics were wrong. With the support and prayers and
testimonies of the Cottage League to help him and regular
visits from the Sydney team the Coalfields Campaign
gathered momentum. From town to town, each having a
concerted effort made on it, the area began to move. Nightly
the large No. 1 Gospel Wagon was opened up, the bright
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platform light cutting the darkness. Roy had a magnificent
voice both for speaking and singing and he would sit at a
small but full toned Estey portable organ right under that
platform light and sing those old-fashioned hymns which
Wesley and Sankey and Alexander had made famous - ‘‘And
can it be’’, ¢‘O, for a thousand tongues to sing my Great
Redeemer’s Praise’’, ‘‘Whosoever heareth, shout, shout the
sound’’, “‘Christ received sinful men”’, etc., etc. With the
Christians joining in the effect was electric. After a few vital
testimonies, Roy Gordon would announce his subject and as
hundreds gathered to listen he would preach for an hour or
more.

Incidents, serious and humourous, marked the campaign.
A national election took place during the months that the
open air meetings were in progress. Roy had selected the best
position in the central town of the area but when he heard
that the main candidate (naturally a socialist in that area) was
to speak in the open air he courteously moved to another spot
amid protests from the miners themselves. That evening the
Gospel drew the greatest crowd in spite of the political
spokesman having the better location. God’s Message was
beginning to make inroads on the troubled area. Mr. Gordon
was not insensitive to the physical needs of the people. The
Great Depression was causing much unemployment and there
was real need among the miners. When a Christian farmer,
quite a distance away, offered to supply free cabbages to the
needy the Gospel wagon was stacked to the roof with the
vegetables and load after load was distributed to them. Roy
did not preach the social gospel but he believed with his
Methodist background that the real Gospel has social
implications.

A sense of humor often works wonders. One evening, a
crowd of around fifteen hundred was listening intently as the
sermon from the van was sounding out. Suddenly a heckler,
hidden by the darkness began to call out his objections. Roy
Gordon just went on as though he had not heard the
attempted interruption but the interjector continued
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relentlessly and the crowd was getting restless when the
O.A.C. man without any reference to the hidden heckler
began a story. ‘‘A man who had been travelling in a train had
two farmers get aboard at a country station. They sat in front
of him and began talking earnestly together’’ Roy said.

““‘One farmer was quite bald except for a circle of hair
around the sides of his head. As he talked to his friend he was
constantly scratching that hair which surrounded the central
shiny part. The traveller was fascinated as he watched the two
men in front of him. This went on for some time until in
absolute frustration he, at last, leaned over and tapping the
scratching farmer on the shoulder said ‘Chase him out into
the open mister, and you’ll have better chance of catching
him!” >’ There was a tremendous roar of laughter from the
crowd and after it had died there were no more interruptions
from the man in the dark!

Spiritism had gripped the area and each Sunday the School
of Arts was crowded with those who believed that it was
possible to communicate with the dead. The leader of the
spiritists was losing some of his adherents as they responded
to the One who alone has the keys of Death and Hell. One
night this man challenged Gordon to an open air debate
allowing equal time for the preacher and the false cult man to
put their case. Roy Gordon would have none of it. He knew
enough about Satan and his demons to want no involvement
in such a battle of words. Finally the spiritist challenged him
via the local press. After much prayer and listening to the
urging of Christians who were concerned that a once and for
all blow should be dealt at the evil among them that had gone
on unchallenged for so long, Gordon with inward trembling
agreed to answer Satan’s challenge with the Bible’s answer.

The big night came. The crowd was bigger than ever. The
medium came out with his demon inspired reasonings
claiming that his false religion was of God and supported by
the Bible. The O.A.C. evangelist had spent long hours in
prayer and study of God’s Word on the whole subject and as
he took the platform that night he was conscious of a special
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anointing from the Lord Himself. Verse after verse from the
Book denounced ‘‘spiritualism’’ (as it was called by its
advocates) and showed it to be spiritism, a doctrine of
demons and directly opposed to all that God has said. A
strange hush came over that large crowd as they listened.

The Enemy was routed. Everyone knew that God had
spoken through His servant. The spiritists never admitted
defeat but after that night the meetings in the School of Arts
closed down permanently,

One night he pulled up the wagon at a park where he had
previously announced that he would speak but on his arrival
it was hard to find a place to park. He double parked and got
out to ask a bystander if the Municipal Band was booked to
play there that evening - thinking he had overlooked the
fixture - ‘‘We’re waiting for you’’ was the reply. Many nights
fifteen hundred people, mostly miners, gathered to hear the
Gospel. Hundreds responded to the call to accept Christ.
Years later when Jim Duffecy conducted meetings in the area
he went back to Weston where a great impact had been made.
A group of local Christians asked if they could take part in
the meeting. Duffecy will never forget that night as man after
man testified - it was almost monotonous. ‘‘Twenty years ago
at this corner I accepted Christ as my Saviour’’ or ‘‘Just
across the road under the preaching of Evangelist Roy
Gordon I became a Christian’® - At least a dozen men
testified like this that evening. It was fruit that remained.

Out of the converts of the Coalfields meetings and under
the leadership of George Wotherspoon and Morris Elder the
Hunter Valley Branch was planted. In 1932 a beautiful new
Reo wagon was donated by an interested friend in the district
and regularly teams of men visited those towns and others
where they had found the Saviour. This went on for some
years until the impact of it all pressed the two initiators
to join the full time staff of Open Air Campaigners.
Wotherspoon and Elder were, in the years to come, to take
the Gospel to other needy towns throughout New South
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Wales and when World War II broke out, pioneer the
0.A.C. ministry among the soldiers of Australia.

Morris Elder and George Wotherspoon
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4

Country Campaigning

Country campaigning now became one of the most
important ministries of O.A.C. Although factories and city
parks were visited regularly by the city evangelist, a planned
strategy was initiated to take the Gospel to needy country
arcas. Roy Gordon assisted from time to time by other
members of the team played an important part in this
program. Tours with short stops at country town and villages
had featured in the early days but prolonged stays in farming
districts now became a prominent feature of Mr. Gordon’s
preaching. His visit to the Coalfields towns was typical of
these plans. The open air preaching often began in small
country villages. Here the local postmasters were used to
telephone all the farms around to inform them of the nightly
mectings held in black darkness outside the little post office
or the lone store. Beyond the bright light of the van platform
a bunch of glowing cigarettes was all that indicated the
presence of the audience, until night after night, when the
challenge to do business with God was made, carnest men and
women came forward into the light to publicly take the
Evangelists’ hand to indicate a change of Master. All around
the district small towns and villages were the targets until the
key town, the largest town, became the gathering point for a
week or so of Gospel crusading and climaxed the whole
effort. A premade audience composed of converts from the
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previous meetings was there from the first night onwards
assuring that the meetings would be a success and attracting
the curious townsfolk to come and see what was happening.
It was a well thought out scheme to reach the lost for Christ,

When George Wotherspoon and Morris Elder joined the
Open Air Campaigners staff this strategy was extended. Both
of them had their own Gospel vans and they separately
worked the district contacting the churches and, under the
guidance of a minister, selecting the area around where the
branch churches were located. Many times the preliminary to
the open air meetings were cottage prayer meetings where
those who gathered were so thrilled with the Bible sessions
that they could hardly wait for-the week of nightly open air
meetings to begin. These local meetings were followed by the
central town thrust, a combined effort by the former mine
companions.

Elder used a big screen, securely fastened to his van, and
onto this Bible scenes were projected using the old-fashioned
hand colored slides. In those days, with no television as
competition, these sessions attracted many to hear the Gospel
and were the forerunner to the Gospel movies, using vans
with built-in screens. Wotherspoon had his own way of
arousing local interest. Once he had boasted “I'll usc any
method, short of sin, to get a soul to Christ!’’ The story of his
visit to Austral, a depression village in the country areas
around Sydney, bore this out.

It was mid-morning when he made his first sally into the
area. As he drove up with his gold colored Gospel wagon with
its large Bible texts on the back and sides, the Communist
leader met him. “‘Get that thing out of here!”’ he told
George. The Union Delegate from Richmond Main wasn’t so
easily put off. ‘“So we’ve got you frightened’’ he returned.
‘‘Frightened - we’re not frightened of you or your Biblc!’’ the
Red man retorted. ‘‘Prove it!’’ George came back to him. *‘l
challenge you to debate on Wednesday evening in that church
hall over there - men only - I haven’t seen the minister yet but
he will let us use it, I know.” “‘Debate on what?” the
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George arosc and said, ‘‘Men, you can take your coats off.
Make yourselves comfortable. You don’t smoke in church
but the minister says that tonight will be an exception!’’ The
tension lifted and the debate began. The Communist
chairman addressed the audience. ‘“‘Men, we have been
challenged to a debate by the Evangelist’’ he began. ‘He has
allowed us to choose the subject - and we have - ‘What has
religion done for the world’ - our comrade here will have the
first quarter of an hour then the Evangelist will reply on
behalf of religion.”” The Communist used his quarter hour
well. He went back in history to when Adam was in knickers
until a few hours before the debate began. Religion had
produced most of the world’s wars he said, all of its witch
hunts and burnings at the stake and its inquisitions. Religion
had invented racks and torture chambers. It had made slaves
of nations. It had a black past. The atheistic champion was
like the man that fell out of the Empire State Building in an
inner tube who bounced so high that they had to shoot him or
he would have died of starvation. ‘‘Times up!’’ the chairman
announced and stopped the bouncing. ‘‘Now Mr.
Wotherspoon will answer on behalf of religion.”’ George had
sat there with a face that showed no reactions. Now he rose
slowly unfolding his arms as he did; he took two paces
forward and announced clearly ‘I have nothing to say!”’ then
stepped back and sat down. The air was electric. The men
had come to sge a fight and the champion of religion had
been knocked out without lifting a finger to defend it. ‘‘But
Mr. Wotherspoon we came here tonight to hear you defend
religion - can’t you say anything in its favor?”’ the chairman
asked the Evangelist. ‘‘I never argue with history. I agree
with everything my friend has said’’ answered Wotherspoon
rising to say it and then abruptly sitting down again.

Again the man in the chair pleaded but the answer was the
same - ‘‘]1 have nothing to say!”’ The audience was stunned,
the Evangelist was defeated. Then the debater stood up.
‘““Men’’ he said ‘‘We are defeated’ - Defeated? they weren’t
defeated, the O.A.C. man was the one who was defeated!

53



“No!”’ the Commuist said ‘‘We’ve backed the wrong horse
and lost. I see it all clearly. I have attacked religion but Mr.
Wotherspoon didn’t come here to preach religion. He came
here to tell us of Jesus Christ and we have nothing against
Him. Mr. Wotherspoon would you like to say something?”’
George got to his feet with alacrity ‘I certainly would, sir!”’
The debate had lasted for twenty minutes. George went on
for two hours! He took his coat off literally and figuratively.
He told of being born in a drunkard’s home, of his mining
days, of his conversion to Christ on the battlefields of
France. He told them what Christ - rot religion - had done
for him. He told them what the Saviour could do for them.
God came down that evening and men met Him face to face.
When it was all over Scotty stood at the door and shook every
man'’s hand as they filed out. ‘‘Good evening, sir!”’ ““Thank
you, Scotty!’’ ““Good evening’’ ‘“Thank you, mate’’ and so it
went on. A farmer named Ron Maxwell was there that
evening. Ron was a hard worker but each weekend he used all
his earning going from tavern to tavern. He took George’s
hand ‘‘You’ve hit me hard tonight, Scotty’’ he said. George
threw his hand back again. ‘‘I hope you are knocked to
pieces!”’ Only a man who knew men would have said it. A
few days later there was a knock on George’s wagon door. It
was Ron Maxwell. “‘I'm knocked to pieces, Scotty’ he
confessed to the Evangelist - and he was! That day Ron came
to Christ. For years afterwards he served the Lord with the
Church Army using a Gospel van something like George’s to
get to men and women where they were.

Rita, a nineteen year old girl, was driving to a meeting with
Elder and Wotherspoon. George was in a playful mood.
‘“‘Rita, describe Mr. Elder and Mr. Wotherspoon in your own
language’’ he said. ‘“Well”’ she said ‘‘Mr. Elder reminds me
of flowers.”’ “‘That’s lovely! You couldn’t have done better,
girl!”’ was George’s reply----‘‘Now, my turn -”’ Rita thought
for a moment ‘‘Mr. Wotherspoon reminds me of broken
cups!”’ This contrast was often used to advantage especially
when they came together for their regular united efforts. One
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lady, after a meeting, said more than she meant to ‘‘You and
Mr. Elder are great opposites - hasn’t Mr. Elder got a nice
face!”” George, playfully, often reminded Morris of this
remark but he knew how to capitalize on the great difference
in their personalitics. ‘‘Morris’’ he said one day ‘““Tonight
we’re going to share the preaching. I'll preach on Hell and
I'm going to be hard - it will be nothing but sin and judgment
as though there’s no way out. You follow and say not a word
about these things, only speak about forgiveness and
Heaven!”’ The impact of such a presentation can be well
imagined. George also used the colored slides. ‘“‘From Upper
Room to Calvary’’ was a special. No commentary was given.
With a live music background playing softly in the darkness
cach of the congregation was left alone to apply the message
to himself personally. Well known Gospel hymns would
appear on the screen at appropriate times and the impact was
an intensely personal application of the Gospel to all who
attended.

A man sought George out. ‘‘Scotty, tell me, should I give
up smoking?’’ *‘Are you a Christian, sir?”’ “‘No! I can’t say |
am.” ‘“How many packets of cigarettes a weck do you
smoke?”’ “‘Oh, I'd say about twenty.”” *‘If I were you, sir, I’d
double that!”’ ‘““How many times do you go to the Picture
House?’’ ‘‘Perhaps twice a month’. “‘I'd go four times a
month if I were you?”” ““Do you dance?’’ The enquirer said
he didn’t dance more than once a month. ““‘I’d go three times
a month if | was in your shoes - because where you’'re going
to you will have no pleasure for all eternity and if | were you
I’d get in as much as | could before I died and went to Hell,
sir!”’ The man decided he did not want to go to Hell and
asked Wotherspoon how he could be saved!

The old Gospel van was rattling along a country road when
a hitchhiker signalled for a ride. George stopped and invited
him aboard. They drove along in silence for awhile, then
George asked ‘‘Do you mind if I talk to you about what.
I’m travelling for?’’ ‘“No, Scottie, I don’t!”’ -- *“‘Do you go to
church?”’ ““Not very often.” - ‘““‘Are you going to Heaven?”’
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-- ‘I think so!” “Why?’, . .““Well, I do the best I can. I
never do anyone a bad turn if I can do him a good one. I pray
and I do go to church some times. I’'m a good husband and a
good father----.”’ Wotherspoon listened patiently and then
without taking his eyes off the road dropped his bomb.
““Why did Christ die?”’ he asked. They drove along in dead
silence for quite a long time then the man beside him turned
to him and said ‘‘You’ve got me, Scottic!”” “‘I beg your
pardon, sir - what do you mean?”’. . .*‘Scottie, if I tell you
why Christ died you will ask me why I'm trusting all these
other things!'’ Before his travelling companion left the
Gospel wagon at the town he was making for, George led him
to Christ. While George was parked on the main street
waiting for Mrs. Wotherspoon to meet him, the man came
back with his wife. ‘“This is the man that told me the
wonderful things that I have just shared with you. I want you
to meet him!”’ Many people who met George Wotherspoon,
met Christ,

He was working with Mr. Elder in the Riverstone area
between Sydney and the Blue Mountains. The day started
early with a visit to the busy Blacktown railway station. Local
Christians came an hour or so before they had to take their
train for the city. George sat at his Esty organ and his choir
sat on bleacher-like seats. Short sermons between the songs
and an invitation to the nightly Gospel meeting was broadcast
across the tracks as the travellers gathered and waited on the
platform for the train to arrive. He would be there to meet
them again as they returned in the evening. It was a most
effective way to let the whole neighborhood know that the
0.A.C. Campaign was on.

Each church in the area had had its campaign and the
Presbyterian Minister who was a real Liberal was getting
concerned. He met Wotherspoon one day. ‘“It looks as
though my people will not be satisfied till you have had a
week in our church. I want to warn you that I don’t believe
the Bible like you do and if you say anything from my pulpit
that I don’t agree with I'll stand up and publicly oppose
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you’’, he told George. ‘“That will be all right, sir’’ came the
answer. ‘‘I'm a Christian and my Bible tells me that I have to
love murderers, adulterers, whoremongers and Modernists!”’
He had his campaign! (without interruptions!)

Goulburn is one of the large provincial towns of the state
of New South Wales. Wotherspoon was conducting an open
air meeting on the main street. Dressed in his O.A.C.
uniform, complete with cap, he commenced singing as he
accompanied himself on a good sized piano accordian. His
favorite was ‘‘Lily of the Valley’’ and he was just starting to
sing it when the heckler called out ‘‘Scotty! Could you tell me
who Joseph’s mother was?’’ “‘Lily of the Valley, Bright and
Morning Star, He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul.”
He was pacing the van platform as he sang as though he had
not heard the question. Then coming to the center platform,
he stopped abruptly ‘“Yes, sir?”’ he queried. ‘“Could you tell
who Joseph’s mother was?’’ George looked at him with the
silliest look on his face and answered ‘I don’t know, sir. I
don’t know!”’ ‘““Then’’ laughed the loud one ‘‘I’ve got
you!!”” “Lily of the Valley, Bright and Morning Star’’ the
singing went on. Then Wotherspoon stopped again, “‘Sir, I
have a question for you’’. ‘‘Yes, Scotty, what is it?”’ ‘““Who
was my mother?”’ ‘““How would I know’ the heckler
returned. ‘“Then, I've got you!!!’”’ The Evangelist shot back
amid roars of laughter from the crowd. No more
interruptions and George finished his song and began his
message.

The local schools were tremendous opportunities and the
0O.A.C. evangelists took full advantage of these open doors.
The following story was one of George’s favorites and Les
Werry, listening to him tell it, captured it for us. He called it
“Girl! a Magazine!”’

It was a country high school -- mixed boys and girls. For
the last seven days, one hour a day of ‘‘religious instruction”’
had been spent in presenting the claims of Christ to these
older scholars.

Now it was the final day -- appeal day.
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The classroom was packed -- boys and girls, ages running
from about 11 to 16, and they were standing right around the
walls in addition.

I walked into the room with my folding organ, opened it,
and sat on the corner.

For fully four or five minutes not a word was said. | just
sat and looked intently around the class, at each boy and girl
in turn.

You could have heard a pin drop -- they were wondering
what was happening--no one moved.

Leaning over, I quictly picked up a magazine, and holding
it out in my hand, looked at an intelligent girl of about 14,
and said. ‘*A magazine, girl!”’

She looked startled, then uncomfortable, as all eyes in the
class turned to her. She half-smiled, went red and looked
down, then up again. She was plainly puzzled.

I held the magazine aloft, and looking at her, said, ‘‘A
magazine, girl!”’ This time the embarrassed girl bent her
head, but made no move.

The rest of the class were still silent, watching fixedly to try
and see what was happcning. They knew there was a mystery
somewhere, but couldn’t see what I was getting at, and for
that moment I didn’t want them to.

[ held the magazine up and said to the class, ‘“Class, whose
magazine is this?”’ ‘“Yours, sir,”’ they chorused.

“Thank you, class.”

I turned round to the far side, and picking out another girl,
held the magazine out, and said again. ‘‘A magazine, girl!”’
This time it was the lass’ turn to look in puzzlement and try
and fathom out the mystery. Once again the query came on
to the faces of the rest of the class. You could almost hear
them thinking aloud. ‘‘What’s going on -- is he silly?”’ They
plainly couldn’t sec what [ was getting at.

I turned back to the class, when there was no response
from this girl. ‘‘Class, whose magazine is this?”’ “‘Yours,
sir,”’ they chorused once again. ‘*“Thank you, class.”’

I turned to one of the older boys and said, ‘‘Boy, a
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magazine!’’ You could see the half-smile come on to his face
-- Hah! the girls didn’t fall for this trick -- neither will I, and
he folded his arms.

No response! Once more I asked the class ‘‘Whose
magazine is this?’’, and once more ‘‘Yours, sir!”’

I turned to another boy, held out the magazine, and said,
““Boy, a magazine!”’

The same thing happened.

The class could see from my face I was not joking -- not the
trace of a smile -- and they couldn’t understand it.

Again I said, withdrawing the magazine, ‘‘Class, whose
magazine is this?’’ ‘‘Yours, sir’’, they said.

I noticed suddenly a girl about 12, jumping from side to
side of her seat, clasping and-:unclasping her hands with
excitement. She’d ‘‘caught on,” and on her face was plainly
written, ‘‘Oh, WHY doesn’t he pick on me?”’

I turned towards her, held out the magazine and said, ‘A
magazine, girl!”’

Like a shot she was out of her seat, dodging along the back
between the forms, and out to the front, took the magazine
and back down to her seat -- bump!

I said to the class, ‘*‘“Whose magazine did you say it was?”’
“Yours, sir!”’

“Whose is it now?”’

*“The girl’s, sir!"’

“Why is it the girl’s?”’

“‘She TOOK IT, sir!”’

THEN Crash! Quickly John 1:12 was unfolded ‘‘To as
many as ‘TOOK’ the Lord Jesus, to them gave He the power
to become the children of God!”’

Their minds had been so busy secking to puzzle out these
strange happenings, that it applied itself.

That day sixty high school students ‘‘took’’ Christ as their
Saviour.

George Wotherspoon died ,at the age of eighty but he will
never be dead as long as these stories last.

From the earlicst days missionary candidates were
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encouraged by their boards to get extra training with Open
Air Campaigners. Veteran missionary with Christian
Literature Crusade, John Davey, spent a year in this way
using the original No. 1 Gospel wagon in his ministry.
Meeting John recently he recalled a unique venture which
took place in those days. Rev. Phil Hayes, dedicated Irishman
and well-known Sydney minister, was in a leadership position
at this time and he had been associated with British group
known as ‘‘The Pilgrim Preachers’’. The Preachers organized
marchers from town to town in Britain preaching as they
went. Phil Hayes called the O.A.C. effort ‘“The Gospel
Route March’’. It took 14 days and started from the lovely
country town of Bowral, a considerable distance from
Sydney. Some 50 or more marchers took part, carrying text
banners and singing as they went, Churches accommodated
them as they stopped overnight. The villages and town along
the route were stirred to curiosity as open air meetings were
held along the way to Sydney. The distribution of thousands
of tracts and the opportunity for hundreds of personal
conversations on the things of God were important features
of this ‘‘Gospel Route March’’. It could be done again.



<

In The Military Camps - 1939

Neville Chamberlain came back from his visit to Hitler
with his umbrella and the statement ‘‘Peace in our time’’ but
by 1939 the German army rolled into Poland and World War
II had broken out.

In the early twenties O.A.C. had done some work among the
military camps around Sydney in the days of compulsory
military training. Now with so many Australians
in the uniform O.A.C. had a new challenge to meet. An
approach to the Army met with an invitation to erect a
recreation tent in the area where George Wotherspoon and
Morris Elder had already done a worthwhile work -
Menangle. Then Ingleburn and Walgrove Camps opened up.

By now Mr. Gordon had started the Sydney Evangelistic
Crusade and Wallie Guilford had gone to South Australia to
work for God there. New men were needed to fill the ranks
for the new opportunities. Bill Tate, Jack Keavney, Jim
Duffecy, Reg Hind and (for a short time) Neville Horn joined
the staff. Camps sprang up all over the state and the
Commonwealth. Mr. Reg Angus, as Secretary, had a
business-like way of approaching the Military authorities and
as a result O.A.C. was to work for the next years in small as
well as large camps - sometimes using large tents but mostly
having military recreation huts put at their disposal. Known
as Welfare Officers the Evangelists now had to don uniforms.
They lived with the troops and ate as officers in the Officers
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Mess or with the sergeants. It is a tribute to the voluntary
workers that the regular city park and beach meetings still
went on. Ken Werry, as assistant Secretary, continued his
profession as an architect but sacrifically led the voluntary
workers and worked with Mr. Angus to keep up the supplics
for the camps and generally helping in the added
responsibilities that the War years brought.

Morris Elder became a key man in all of this and his
ministry opened up tremendous opportunities especially
when Menangle, one of the smaller camps, closed and larger
ones opened at Greta and Bathurst. Greta, Rutherford and
Largs werc a trio of Army training areas. They were all
situated in the beautiful Hunter Valley where the coal fields
work had brought Elder and Wotherspoon onto the O.A.C.
staff.

Morris Elder had the knack of transforming an unlined
military recreation hut into a home away from home.
Secondhand carpets were laid on the base board floor and
curtains, donated by local churches, adorned the windows.
Colorful travel posters intermixed with tasteful Bible text
posters hid the skeleton of the inside walls, while streamers
disguised the ceiling rafters. The writing tales shone with
their varnished tops and ladies committees supplied real
flowers. If these were not available, paper ones substituted on
every table. At the end of the hut, draped with curtains, a
back projection screen showed one of Dr. Pace’s famous
Gospel cartoons and soft music prevaded the whole set up.
Everyone closed the door behind them as they entered. This
was home and the troops who stared when they first entered
sat down to appreciate it - to write letters to the homefolk,
play dominoes or read a book or a magazine. The back room
was the evangelists’ favorite quarters that night but night by
night selected soldiers who had shown more than casual
interest in the projected message sat with a cup of tea to sip
while the Gospel was pressed home,

Elder’s model became the O.A.C. standard. Here is an
extract from a soldier’s letter to the O.A.C. Secretary, Mr. R.

63



Angus. This man had obviously been blessed by George
Wotherspoon’s ministry at another Camp.

‘““‘Now [ am at Bathurst and have been here for the month
that has followed my final leave. I have not found another
George Wotherspoon, much as I would have liked to, but I
have found Mr. Elder and, because I cannot write a book
about it, you will just have to find out what that means by
coming along and sitting in the quiet of the sanctuary he has
made of an ordinary army mess hut, and talk with this quiet
sanctified man, grey of hair, and gracious of manner,
yourself, It is hard to realize, once you are a foot inside the
door, that it is an army hut, or that it is even in the army.
There is nothing inside to suggest or remind one of all that
surrounds it. Neat writing tables run up each side of the
room, painted in quiet, fresh colors; and this is what gets me,
a white paper d’oyley is fixed in the center of each table and a
full bottle of good, not weak, ink is on it. There is no loose
paper, envelopes or literature lying about. All is meticulously
clean, neat, orderly, and yet homey.”’

“When I found Mr. Elder it was in the hidden room.
Unseen, but where all can be seen from, and with him two
new converts, with whom he was having an informal, but I
found as I listened, a real helpful chat. Next night another
new convert--all done so quietly, they write, look at the
screen, the text. Mr. Elder watches, prays for those he sees
coming under conviction, occasionally goes and writes
opposite, and the troubled one will open the conversation,
and soon together they come to the back room. A decision--a
word of prayer, and so they pass through the only fruitful
evanglism I have seen in this camp. Thank God for these
kindly men, generous, earnest and capable; Evangelists at
heart. We do appreciate them indeed.”’

Reg. Hind, Jack Keavney and Jim Duffecy were used of
God in this important Camp evangelism. As a former soldier
himself, Reg Hind had a good ministry with the soldiers at
Greta where he did the job of an O.A.C. Welfare office for
some time. Jack Keavney led many soldiers to Christ at
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Bathurst, Dubbo, Ingleburn and Greta. Although an
outstanding preacher, especially in the open air, Jack had a
way of reaching men in personal conversation.

Commencing his Military Camp work at Largs using a large
tent to accommodate the men, Jim Duffecy then took over
the O.A.C. recreation hall at Rutherford Camp in the same
district and now and then when Jack Keavney was on leave he
would keep an eye on the Greta Hut. One day he had a call
from Major de Groot the Area Commandant of Greta.
Major de Groot was a somewhat notorious figure. During the
official opening of the famous Sydney Harbour Bridge - on
the day when the whole city was celebrating, he, in his full
military regalia and brandishing a sword, rode his horse up to
the ceremonial ribbon which the Premier of the State was
about to cut to declare the bridge officially opened, and he,
Major de Groot, who had organized a Right Wing group as a
protest to the socialist tendancies of the Premier, cut the
ribbon. Now, some years later, the furor had died down and
he was back in the Service, the Area Commandant of all the
military accommodations of a number of important camps.

Summoned to the Major’s office, Mr. Duffecy was
informed that a large unit would be occupying the block
where the O.A.C. had been given the use of the recreation
Hut by the Army but we must move out immediately. De
Groot had recently taken over as Area Commandant so Jim
asked him if he had ever seen the Hut in question. ‘““What
difference would that make?” the Major asked stiffly.
“Well, Sir, we took it over at the Army’s request and for
some years now it has been appreciated greatly by all the units
that have used it.”’ The Major wasn’t impressed and said
““Move your equipment out of it as soon as possible."’

That was Friday. The last unit had moved out some weeks
ago and Jack Keavney was on leave. Jim knew that the Hut
was untouched after that last night of feverish letter writing
by the departing troops. It was useless to tidy it up because a
couple of weeks of dust would settle on everything until it was
occupied again. Returning to Rutherford and wondering
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what to do, that evening when he was supposed to be asleep,
a definite plan hit him.

A unit of Engineers from Largs had moved to another part
of Greta and Duffecy knew that they were poised to leave
Australia for almost immediate confrontation with the
Japanese (They were the men which built the strategic road
over the Owen Stanley Ranges that enabled the troops to turn
back the Jap attack on the very doorstep of Australia). He
would go back to Greta on Saturday and get permission to
address the Engineers before they left on Sunday and spent
the rest of Saturday making the O.A.C. Hut spotless. And so
it worked out. On Sunday morning a thousand men were
lined up in the open air and the O.A.C. man brought a
challenging Gospel message to them. It was a serious moment
as the men knew that many of them might never return again.
The Commanding Officer and all the officers had been on
parade and he and many other solemn men expressed their
thanks for what had been said. Formalities over, Jim began
his long walk back to the Hut. He was quite a distance away
when, approaching the deserted block of military buildings
he saw an official car pull up outside the O.A.C. hall. Two
men got out and hesitated briefly on the steps, opened the
door and went in. Duffecy guessed who it was and began
running as hard as he could go. Arriving at the building he
controlled his panting and walked in. Major de Groot and the
Adjutant of the soon to arrive unit turned around and looked
at him as though they had been caught red-handed. They
were all apologies. ‘‘Forgive us for coming here without your
permission’’ they began. ‘‘Think nothing of it’’ the O.A.C.
man said. ‘“We use these premises by courtesy of the Army
and you have every right to enter when you want to!”
Everything in that Hut was in place - the tables with the
flowers and the chairs lined around them with military
precision, the decorated walls and the room for conversation
and a cup of tea ‘“Why’’ said de Groot ‘‘I've never seen
anything like this in a military camp - you’ve made it a home
from home for the men’’. The adjutant agreed. ‘‘It’s your
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unit, Captain, and it’s your decision to make but I wouldn’t
want to lose this for my men if I was moving in. That was
Friday’s Major de Groot speaking! And the adjutant agreed.
We stayed there until the War was almost over!

George Wotherspoon spent a period at Greta too. He had a
well done notice at one end of the Hall. It read *“‘BE LOYAL
- USE ONLY THE KING’S ENGLISH!” Many a man got
the message and grinned at the cute way that it was put, but
one soldier was a surly type who was looking for trouble.
‘““What does that mean?”’ He demanded of the Scot. George
sensed his unfriendliness and was glad to tell him. ‘‘It means -
we don’t want any of your dirty language in here!’’ *‘Oh”
retorted the other. ‘‘Shakespeare swore - he used bad
language!”’ “‘Sir!”* George shot back quickly *‘If Shakespeare
comes in here he will go out on his neck!’’ There was a roar of
laughter from the listeners.

The O.A.C. Welfare Officers had a most friendly reception
from most of the soldiers but every now and then an incident
would happen like this, or the one Bill Tate experienced at
Ingleburn Camp. He had just finished his nightly Gospel
Message to a hut full of men when a man spoke out loudly so
that every one could hear. ““I'm an Atheist’’ he declared
‘‘and I don’t believe all this stuff that you have been telling
us!’’ It was a direct challenge and the others waited to hear
what the Bible Preacher would say. Bill looked at him closely
““You say that you are an Atheist ‘Digger’ >’ he said. ““Then |
am afraid that you have me beaten!”’ *‘Of course, | have you
beaten - you ‘Bible-Bangers’ can never answer us Atheists!”’
the other returned defiantly. ‘“No’’ said Bill in his slow way
“I didn’t mean it that way, soldier.”” He could meet any
soldier unflinchingly. Bill was a decorated hero of World
War 1. “Well”’ answered the antagonist ‘‘It’s all right - you
fellows can never answer the arguments of us Atheists - we
beat you every time.’’ Everyone in the hut was listening now.
‘‘Atheists arguments never w'o{ry me’’ Bill continued ‘‘but 1
say you still have me beaten. You see I was the manager of a
lumber yard for many years and I thought I knew men but
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you have me baffled because the Bible says ‘The fool has said
in his heart that there is no God’ and Mister I wouldn’t have
taken you for a fool!”’

Before the War ended W. R. Angus stepped down from the
secretariship and Reg Hind occupied the position for a time.
This gave W. R. the opportunity to do two special jobs - one
to do some regular factory meetings and to spend time in one
of the camps where his special gift of personal evangelism
could be exercised fully. His factory work altered O.A.C.’s
approach - once we had thought factory evangelism should be
done with the van parked across the other side of the street
using the amplifier to speak across to the men. Reg Angus
was sensible enough to pull right up beside the men as they sat
outside the factory and with a disarming smile he would
innocently ask ‘‘Do you fellows mind if I preach you a little
sermon?’’ What could you do with a person like that? Reg
Angus was in his element in the military camps. He had
opened the door into the camps by his skill in dealing with the
top military men and the stories of O.A.C.’s success in
reaching men delighted him. Here is a story as he wrote it
concerning Morris Elder’s impact on a significant and tough
Army Unit,

“In the great Military Camp at Greta, Evangelist Elder
served the Second First Pioneers in the section of the camp
called *‘Silver City”’. Now, the Pioneers were said to be the
wildest of them all. Whenever a ‘wilder than usual’ came to
camp, they put him in the Pioneers. Newspapers spoke of
their wild doings, such as smashing all the windows of their
railway train, and suchlike madhouse capers. Well, and in
camp, too, they were not easy to control. But Welfare Officer
Elder was equal to them--he was the best Welfare Officer we
ever heard of, They called him ‘“Padre’’ (another name for
chaplain in British countries). Elder really loved them and
spared not himself for their good. His hut was nicely fitted up
to meet their comfort and was so popular that in no time the
commanding officer cleared out the hut adjoining, asking
Mr. Elder to take this over also. The men began to respond

68



and many turned to the Lord and were saved; and the
Colonel said his men, one thousand strong, had changed
from the worst to the best in the camp. Indeed, he was
impressed; and he, too, sought out the Instrument, the man
of God. He unburdened his soul to Morris Elder and asked
him to take prayers with him; and, after definite talks about
Salvation, his pleading prayers, those of an unsaved man
struggling for deliverance. Elder will never forget; and it
wasn’t long before he ‘entered in’ delivered and saved. And
he, too, encouraged his men. He had heard of the amazing
works of Grace through John Wesley and thought the mighty
work of Grace in his men of the Second Firsts must be very
near to that.

The time came for the Pioneers to leave Greta for Dubbo,
and he wired the O.A.C. that Elder might accompany them.
The O.A.C. replied they could not spare him from Greta.
The Colonel sent another telegram, and the O.A.C. replied
the same. Came Saturday and that afternoon the Adjutant
and Welfare Officer Elder turned up at my front door at
Roseville, and it was a long journey. The Colonel had sent
them in a utility truck for a personal interview. Elder must go
to Dubbo: the men demanded it! And for an hour and a half
we talked, and the more we talked, the Adjutant and I, the
more thrilling it was to me. I was getting first-hand the
officers’ viewpoint. He said he was not a religious man, but
he was amazed at the change in the men--he thought it was
like a revival you read of. Eventually it was agreed that Elder
should go. He said, ‘‘Well, now I'll tell you. It is just as well
permission is given; it would be easier for Mr. Elder, for
unless he went freely he would have gone by compulsion--the
men were determined, by force if necessary; they wanted him,
they needed him, and the Colonel said he was essential.
Indeed, said the Adjutant, they had a large case ready and
Mr. Elder was to be shanghaied and taken in that case. Then
back to Greta Camp they sped, those hundred and fifty miles,
back to the coal-mining district of the Maitland fields, now so
familiar.
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And to Dubbo he went: and when the long, long march
was over he had, if anything, to redouble his efforts, for the
days were few. Dubbo, for them, was the ‘jumping-off
ground’ for overseas, and the time of marching uncertain: so
with the work of seeking and bringing the men in Christ was a
day and night job, and never did he labour with such joy and
success in reaping many into the Kingdom. It was timely to
do everything possible to get convicted ones through to the
Saviour. The last night came, and when the men were told
they would ‘march out’ at midnight they filled the hut to hear
the message and have prayer and advice before going
overseas.

Several of the officers who had confessed Christ at Greta
urged him to do all he could to help the hesitating ones.
During that day those officers, too, were busy for the Lord,
not only sending men to the Welfare Officer but bringing
some and leaving them with him.

One sergeant, whose wife had come to Mr. Elder at Greta,
thanking him for saving her husband from taking his life,
took his group of men away into the bush to pray, and, upon
returning at a late hour, asked him to clear the hut of men
and let his group in for the final message. This was rather
difficult, but Mr. Elder emptied the crowded hut and let the
others in: and all who could crowded in after them. After his
message, there was prayer till Bugle Call, and the rush into
line.

Quickly a young soldier of French extraction took his hand
and what encouraging words he said; and then in love and
gratitude he kissed him. He is one of the very few who
returned, and is now a diligent Minister of the Gospel. Mr.
Elder had led him to the Lord in Greta, and he had worked
his way up in the Army to Paymaster.

The Adjutant came and said, ‘““We all want to say good-
bye to you as we march out. The Colonel desires this so do all
the officers, and the men will appreciate it.”” And taking him
to the camp entrance, he pointed to a large tree at the end of
the road where a light shone, saying, ‘‘Will you stand there
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by that tree, for we can see you there as we pass? Thank you
for leading me to Christ. We will be thinking of you when we
get over there--we shall need your prayers. The signal to begin
the march will be three loud whistles.””

Then Elder went there, leaning against that great tree,
waiting and praying. At the three loud whistles the tramp,
tramp, tramp, tramp was heard as the line headed down the
road. Slowly marching past the tree, the Adjutant called out
loudly, ‘‘Good-bye, Padre, God bless you.’’ The officers,
following, called out their farewell expressions, varying in
words. As he listens even now, greatly aged, just on 80, he
can hear those individual voices calling. The sergants also and
the men in the ranks one after another took up the good-by
call: ““Good-night, Padre’’; ‘‘Good-bye, Padre’’; ‘‘God bless
you, Padre”; ‘‘Thanks, Padre’; ‘“We will never forget
you.”’ Each man seemed to follow in as the last word of the
one before left his lips. It was a long procession, as orders
were to march slowly past the Padre, as they chose to call the
man whom God had used. The sound of marching feet grew
fainter and the ‘Padre’ slid to the ground and, sitting with
back to that big tree, upheld those thousand men before the
Lord. They were gone, those men he loved and very few came
back from battle; their bodies lie covered with earth and a
wooded Cross above, so many would have passed through
the Door into the Presence of the King.”

Bill Tate joined Open Air Campaigners just prior to the
commencement of World War II and served, as we have seen,
as an O.A.C. Welfare Officer for a time after which he
moved to Tasmania where he launched his own organization
but continued in Welfare work around the island state’s
military camps. As a soldier he was concerned to reach as
many soldiers as he could.

One day Bill Tate was driving in his Gospel van by the most
notorious army detention camp in Australia. He knew that
army prisoners in that place were the incorrigibles - the worse
criminals who had ever been detained by the Australian
Army. Immediately Bill felt the challenge to reach those men
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for Christ, believing that while Christ lived no man was
beyond the pale of salvation. He went to see the officer in
command and asked that he might have the opportunity of
preaching the Gospel to them. The O.C. was noncooperative.
““These men’’ he answered, ‘‘are some of the worst men in
detention in Australia. I was trained in Scotland Yard which
you’ll admit is one of the greatest organizations in the world
for dealing with criminals and I fail to see why you would
think that anything you have could improve on our
methods.”” “‘Sir’’, Bill said, ‘‘as a decorated Anzac who was
beaten by the degradation of sin I believe Christ can do for
men what no other system or treatment can do. Let me have
one opportunity to put the Gospel to them and if you don’t
sec evident results among these men I will never trouble you
again, sir!”’ There was no gainsaying it, this man was sold on
the Message he preached. The officer was not easily
convinced but after Bill had parried every excuse he could
make, this soldier gave in to the other soldier who had so
stubbornly fought back and refused to be deterred. ‘‘Mr.
Tate, I will give you that opportunity which you ask for, but I
promise you that it will be the last, unless you can
substantiate your claims!”’

As Bill, who had asked that every man be on parade
addressed them in Christ’s Name, they stood rank after rank
in an exercise yard, heavily guarded by barbed wire. Tate
made no bones about the matter - they were men who had
sinned, and God’s judgment was ahead for them. Then he
told of the redeeming grace of God in Christ using his own
story to prove its reality. He assured them that, without a
shadow of a doubt God could forgive and transform their
lives as He had done in his own derelict soldier’s life. ‘‘Men’’,
Bill said, ‘‘you are not allowed to communicate with me but I
am challenging you to surrender your life to Christ today. I
am sure your guards will not stop you if you mean to do this
and indicate it in front of every man on parade here today by
coming forward to this slit in the wire and taking from my
hand this Gospel booklet as an indication that you are willing
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to give God a chance in your life.”’ It was a tense moment,
then a soldier moved forward to take the booklet from Bill’s
hand, then quietly, but determinedly some twenty men
responded. Bill pleaded with them again but he was not a
man who thought that he could talk anyone into such a life
changing decision. It would be doubtful if any of the
authorities at that detention camp were impressed with what
had gone on but Bill knew that the Gospel was the power of
God and he left the camp confident that God had given him
this opportunity and had manifested His power in men’s
lives.

It was some time before Bill came that way again. He
wanted to let an elapse of time mature the results. ‘‘I’ve come
to hear your report sir’’, he told the Scotland Yard man.
“Mr. Tate I am amazed at what your message has done
among the men. 1 would never have thought it possible. If
you want to speak to them again, I will be pleased to give you
the opportunity!’” With grateful thanks Bill Tate replied, but
he had a further request this time. *‘Sir, I know that last time
some of the very worst men were not on parade. This time I
would like them to attend too.”” The commanding officer
protested, ‘‘Surely you can’t do anything for them.’’ Again,
Bill won the contest and the worst of the worst joined the
others as Tate again poured his heart out. As he drew his
message to a close he said, ‘‘Men there were a number of you
who responded to the Lord’s call on the last occasion. |
remember how many did this. Now 1 want to ask you if you
did it and found Christ a reality will you kindly raise your
hand until | acknowledge you. Hands went up promptly from
all over the assembled group. Bill was disappointed there
were three or four who had not raised their hands. ‘““Thank
you men -- now who else will make this life changing
decision?’’ Glory to God others became Soldiers of the Cross
that day.

Bill Tate was pleased with the confirmation of the
superiority of the Gospel over Scotland Yard methods and
the Scotland Yard man’s acknowledgement of it, but he was
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still puzzled and when he was back in the C.O.’s office to
voice his thanks for the Commanding Officer’s real
cooperation, he voiced his query, *‘Sir, I was pleased to see
the men who confirmed the reality of the Gospel but in my
count there were some who didn’t raise their hands and I am
disappointed about them.’’ ‘“Tate, I wouldn’t worry about
them if I were you, you know we have to have some men to
run this place - they weren’t failures they were not on parade
but assigned to duties!”’

Some years later Bill Tate came to visit us at the O.A.C.
office. I asked him about the camp story again. ‘‘This
afternoon’’, he told me, ‘I am to meet one of those soldiers
who decided for Christ at that camp. He is on his way to the
front line in New Guinea. His life was so changed that after
some time he was reinstated into the Army (an unheard of
thing) and I’m seeing him off today. Since Bill’s conversion
he had never doubted Christ’s power to save others.
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6

Post War Years - Interstate
Branches Open - 1948-1952

The collapse of Germany was followed by Hiroshima and
the surrender of Japan. The War was over but the world
would never be the same again. Planes would fly without
propellers. What were once offensive rockets would open the
pathway to the moon and beyond. The development of the
atomic bomb would touch the mainspring of creation. It was
a new era with new possibilities - and new problems.

Open Air Campaigners would never be the same again
either and for them new things were ahead, too - an era of
expansion and new horizons. Military service had moved men
around to other countries and to other states. Voluntary
workers returned from the services regretting the time lost
and wanting to get back to more intensified service for
Christ. New evangelistic movements were stirring. Billy
Graham was beginning to make news in U.S.A. and there
were other important men coming into view also. The lost
years of the war must be recovered. Evangelism was in the
air.

After a valuable service of camp evangelism followed by a
period of O.A.C. leadership. Reg Hind moved on to other
Christian fields and W. R. Angus resumed his old position as
secretary. Then Ken Werry became the honorary secretary
for a time. Ken was doing an important ministry, too, as
Superintendent of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles Bible
Course which O.A.C. had been representatives of since
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Malcolm McOmish’s day. Ken Werry had taken over the job
from him. It was a time of adjustment. Most of the Gospel
wagons needed replacing and ex-army vehicles had to be
adapted for use. The voluntary workers did a good job in
building a professional standard body on a ‘‘blitz’’ wagon
body and other army vehicles were pressed into service.

The next eight years were to see a new team of O.A.C.
evangelists. They were dressed in smart service type
uniforms. Thousands of soldiers had known the O.A.C.
uniform during the military camp days and it was thought
that the familiar dress would be a good link for continued
evangelism. Prominent voluntary workers joined the staff,
some for varying periods of time but most to settle in for
years of service. Wotherspoon, Elder and Duffecy were
joined by Les Werry, Frank Mclnnes, Harold Wyatt, Dick
Hall, Eric Sinclair, Jack Keavney (on his return from Air
Force Service), Bryce Hartin, Bob Hogg, Bill Cochrane and
others.

Les Werry, himself converted as a boy at an O.A.C.
children’s street meeting was asked to direct the organization.
He had been regularly involved in the voluntary workers
teams before the War. While on active service with the Army
he had had a close call with death when a bomb from a
Japanese aircraft in New Guinea fell near enough to bury him
but not kill him. After this Les promised the Lord that his
spared life would be dedicated to God in full time service if he
returned safely to Australia. On his discharge from the
Service an invitation was extended to him to join the Open
Air Campaigners staff. After a period of regular evangelistic
work during which he and Jim Duffecy opened an O.A.C.
branch on the beautiful South Coast of New South Wales in
the industrial city of Wollongong, it became apparent to the
O.A.C. Council that here was a young man with a big
potential for leadership. Mr. Angus was growing older and
his health was not always good and Ken Werry had been
directing the work while he carried on his architectural
business. A full time director was needed to lead the
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expanding ministry and Les Werry came into the position of
General Director with a determination to see an even greater
reaching out to contact the lost with the Gospel.

Under his leadership the staff began to grow and a forward
move was initiated. ‘‘Invasions’’ a new phase of city wide
evangelism emerged. Australia’s larger cities, Sydney,
Melbourne and Brisbane became evangelistic targets as
selected O.A.C. teams concentrated on them. Australia’s
Christians wanted to see world known Bible teachers and
evangelists and many of these were invited to hold Australia-
wide Crusades - Dr. Graham Scroggie, Dr. Oswald J. Smith,
Reginald Wallis, Rev. Lionel B. Fletcher, return visits from
Rev. W. P. Nicholson, Gavin Hamilton, Rev. Neil Macaulay
and his Musical Messengers, Dr. Hyman Appelman, Dr.
James McGinlay, Rev. John Ridley (Australia’s own
evangelist) and Hitler’s personal prisoner Dr. Martin
Niemoler came to Australia. Open Air Campaigners was
responsible for inviting some of these and supported their
campaigns with intensive open air meetings. Hyman
Appelman, invited by an Australian wide committee drew the
largest crowds. O.A.C. was asked to cooperate with open air
“blitzs’’, first of all in Melbourne then in Brisbane and
Sydney.

Gospel Train Cruises to Wollongong and Newcastle the
two principle industrial cities of New South Wales were
exciting events with their processions of local Christians and
those that the train brought. The parades were followed by
large open air meetings beside the beach. Harbour Cruises,
often with a thousand on board the ferries, brought much
blessing to many. Visits to the Annual Keswick Convention at
Katoomba in the beautiful Blue Mountains outside Sydney
were a feature, too. Sometimes eight house parties were
organized by O.A.C.

In early 1948 Keith Langford-Smith (whose father Canon
Langford-Smith had led W. R. Angus to Christ) joined the
staff as Field Representative. Keith had been a pioneer
missionary pilot in Arnheim Land, North Australia and was
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known as ‘“The Sky Pilot’’. In October 1948 O.A.C.
launched a noontime daily radio session ‘‘The Sky Pilot’s
. Log” under Keith Langford-Smith’s direction. it was a very
popular scssion. ‘“Hymn Time’’ and ‘“Truceless Warfare”’
followed but ‘“Words of Life’’, an alternate Sunday
afternoon program, outlasted all of these sessions and only
recently was discontinued.

Now branches began to be planted in various states of the
Commonwealth each with its own O.A.C. director who
organized voluntary workers teams and local committees to
stand behind the open air programs and church oriented
services. It was a thrilling period which had been glimpsed
briefly just before the War broke out. Then the United
Christian Convention meetings and the Biblical Exhibition
with its archaelogical examples of Bible proofs directed by
Walter J. Beasley of Melbourne, had stirred Sydney. Rev.
Joseph Kemp was invited from New Zealand to be the
featured speaker for two weeks of special meetings coinciding
with the Sydney Harbour Bridge opening celebration.
0O.A.C. organized the Biblical Exhibition and was prominent
in the Kemp meetings. The air of revival which prevailed
during these pre-war meetings came to life again these
thrilling post-war years. Sandwiched in between all these
other events the staff was conducting its regular schedule of
factory, street, park, beach and school meetings with church
campaigns in church buildings and in large tents. The breath
of the Spirit of God was breathing upon O.A.C. and
Australia. Some of these experiences need to be enlarged
upon.

Mr. Angus was glad to assist in every way that he could in
the ministry. To the staff the former secretary now in the
position of President became a father in the faith. O.A.C.
has always proclaimed a positive Bible oriented Christ-
centered Message and W. R. Angus had no small part in this
emphasis. He was a man devoted to Christ. He had one
passion - Jesus - Jesus only. ‘““Preach Him’’, he would say to
the O.A.C. team, both Staff evangelists and voluntary
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workers. He loved to discuss the deep things of God. As one
of the staff puts it ‘At Staff conferences he would get us
aside between sessions and ply us with questions about some
aspect of a great truth and then share some new light which
the Spirit of God had given to him. ‘Do you want it now or
will you wait until tomorrow?’ he would ask with a twinkle in
his eye after the Sunday evening meeting at Goulburn Street.
This meant that he had some advice about the doctrinal side
of our preaching.”” Some of the best days of Goulburn
Street’s history was when he led it. Never an outstanding
preacher himself he knew how to tie a three-hour open air
meeting together and his personal work after the meeting was
wonderful. A deep thinker, he had learned how to deal
simply and directly with souls and he was never happier than
when he was having a heart to heart encounter with a lost
sinner. Many hundreds must have surrendered to Christ
under his personal work ministry. Now and then he would be
given special liberty in preaching at Goulburn Street. Then he
would address a crowd of two hundred to four hundred
people as though he were speaking to one man. It was
personal work on a mass scale and many would surrender as
he pleaded, *“Will you accept HIM?’’ He always emphasized
the Passion of Christ and His dying love for lost souls. Many
years before Donald Grant a member of Australia’s Federal
parliament had drawn him aside after a meeting at Bathurst
Street. ‘““Would you like to know how to get to that crowd?”’
Donald asked him. Reg Angus assured him that he would.
‘““Well, think of that crowd as one man - and that man as your
friend. Hit him as hard as you like but always remember that
he is your friend!””> W.R.A. knew what he meant and after
that used this advice constantly and passed it on to the staff
as a key requisite for successful open air preaching. This is
the missing element in so much so called ‘‘street preaching’’
and it has become one of the secrets of O.A.C.’s approach to
the ‘““man in the street.”’

The first interstate branch opened in Melbourne, Victoria’s
beautiful capital. It has a population almost as large as
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Fitzroy Methodist Mission, Melbourne and Rev. Walter Betts. The famous noti
board can be seen at the side entrance.

Dr. Appelman at the Cathedral Lawns, Melbourne.
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STAFF 1948: From left to right. Back row: Frank Mclnnes, Eric Sinclair, Harold
Wyatt. Front row: Keith Langford-Smith, Les Werry, Jim Duffecy.

‘

Frank -‘McInnes with the first Queensland Gospel wagon.
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Gospel Train cruises Norman and Shirley Wyman

Dr. Hyman Appelman
and Homer Britton

. - -
Appelman Tent Campaign, Brisbane, Queensland
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prepared. Duffecy was sure after hearing the superintendent
of Fitzroy Mission preach that he would disapprove of the
sketchboard approach and Jim had almost decided to change
his plans when it seemed to him that the Lord said ‘‘I gave
you the plans, now trust Me and go ahead with them!’’ Within
a few days he had arrived in Melbourne and standing at the
entrance of Walter Betts’ church saw the notice board
outside. The board was filled with the regular weekly meet-
ings and underneath them the statement ‘‘All meetings con-
ducted under the Senior Partnership of the Holy Spirit.”
Again he hesitated but went through with the program which
God gave to him. The 10 days of meetings were special with
the Holy Spirit’s blessing upon them. This forged a link with
Walter Betts and O.A.C. When sometime later the first
0.A.C. Train Cruise to Wollongong was organized a week of
evangelistic meetings in various Wollongong churches with
Mr. Betts as the invited speaker preceeded it. He preached the
closing message when the Gospel Train brought a train load
of Sydney Christians to Wollongong for a great beach side
open air meeting. Louis Talbot of the Bible Institute of Los
Angeles had brought the first copy to Australia of the Moody
Science film ‘“The God of Creation” and it had one of its
first showings that evening at Wollongong.

An “‘Invasion of Melbourne” O.A.C. team of staff and
voluntary workers led by George Wotherspoon followed
almost immediately. Fitzroy Mission became the pivot of the
indoor evangelistic meetings and the team hit the city with a
planned schedule of open air meetings. The authorities of the
Anglican Cathedral gave permission for lunch hour open air
meetings on the Cathedral lawns. The church is situated at
“‘the busiest corner in the world’’ (Chicago claims this title
for State and Madison Streets but the Melbourne corner
opposite the main entrance and exit of the central city railway
station can well maintain its claim!) These meetings startled
the city. Crowds of a thousand and over would gather for
close on 2 hours each day during the Invasion week.

A year later in March 1948 Dr. Hyman Appelman had his
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big campaign in the historic Exhibition Building in one of
Melbourne’s fine parks and the organizing committee asked
Open Air Campaigners to conduct open air meetings in
conjunction with the meetings Dr. Homer Britton led the big
choir and sang the solos for the indoor meetings but loved to
take part in the open air meetings whenever possible.
Melbourne’s main streets were the venue for the nightly open
air meetings but again the Cathedral lawns were the rallying
point of the lunch hour meetings. Dr. Appelman came to
address one of the gatherings and he never got over the
excitement of seeing a crowd of around a thousand listeners
gather in a matter of a few moments and then stay to listen to
his powerful Gospel message. The team again made Fitzroy
Mission their headquarters and when the Appelman
Campaign moved on to the other Australian capital cities
Walter Betts invited O.A.C. to commence their first
interstate branch in Melbourne. Jack and Joyce Keavney as
members of the Mission staff opened the O.A.C. Branch.
The Sydney-Appelman Campaign followed and O.A.C.
put all they had into it. The preaching of Hyman Appelman
at the Goulburn Street open air meeting was another
memorable occasion. Brisbane had been the target of an
‘“‘Invasion Team’’ seven months before. Opposite Lennon’s
Hotel, where General MacArthur had his headquarters for
some time, is the main Queensland Court House. O.A.C. was
given permission to hold nightly open air meetings in an ideal
situation where big iron court house gates were set back from
this important city street. A large crowd could gather around
the Gospel van parked each evening alongside the closed
gates. One evening an officious policeman walked into the
crowd and attempted to move them on. Jim Duffecy, who
was leading the team, happened to be at the back of the
meeting and challenged the constable. ‘‘I am sorry constable,
you cannot move us on from this spot’’ he told him. ‘*“You do
not have permission from the Police Department to be here”’
the policeman said and Duffecy answered ‘‘You are quite
right. We do not. I asked your chief about this and he told me
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that he could not give me this clearance as this location is
Court property and not the responsibility of the Police
Department. We are here because, at the suggestion of your
chief, I approached the Court authorities and they gave us
permission!’’ The officious one was disappointed - he would
have liked to close the witness down. ‘I just wish you were
three feet closer to the pavement and I could officially stop
you’’ he grumbled. *‘Sir’’ said Duffecy ‘‘I wouldn’t think of
parking our Gospel wagon even one foot away from where it
now is!’’ Open air meetings in this spot were unheard of in
the Queensland capital and the very uniqueness of this
location and others in key parts of this Northern city
attracted significant crowds to hear the Gospel.

The Appelman Campaign meetings were held in a large
tent. Here again Homer Britton with his trombone and
excellent voice made the open air meetings memorable.
Lunch hour gatherings at the wharves were times of special
blessing and to this day Homer remembers them. During
these days with Appelman, O.A.C. was not only helping but
as it turned out later was being helped because among the
many hundreds who turned to Christ under the powerful
preaching of the Jewish Russian lawyer were those who
would later take prominent places in O.A.C. - Alan Bailey
(South Australia Director), Shirley Wyman and Reg Werry.

The second Open Air Campaigners interstate branch was
opened in Brisbane by Frank Mclnnes in January 1949, six
months after the Appelman meetings concluded. Frank knew
the power of open air preaching not only by his years of
association with the O.A.C. voluntary workers but more
personally through Betty, his wife, finding Christ at a Sydney
O.A.C. beach meeting. Frank established a solid work in
Brisbane and the near country areas. Brisbane has a
population the size of San Francisco and like it, Brisbane is
one of the most spread out cities in the world. The City Hall
there is Australia’s most beautiful city hall. Beside this a
regular Sunday evening meeting on the lines of Sydney’s
Goulburn Street meeting was established. Factories, parks,
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and beaches became regular targets for O.A.C. Gospel
preaching. Excellent after school meetings reached thousands
of boys and girls. Jim Vine, now the Queensland Director, saw
Frank at one of the after school meetings. Jim was then eleven
and hearing the Queensland Director doing his best in leading
the singing with an accordian. Jim volunteered his services as a
musician ‘‘Not because I was good’’ Jim says ‘‘but because
Frank was hopeless!’’ Jim became a staunch voluntary worker
from then on. He is an accomplished musician now. Grace, his
wife and their three children, David, Billyand Rene are amuch
sought after musicial team.

Frank Mclnnes gathered a fine team of voluntary workers
around him many of whom in later years, became
missionaries or full time workers for Christ, The regular
weekly training class conducted on the lines of the Sydney
prototype prepared them for O.A.C. ministry especially for
the parks, beaches and at Albert Street. Regular church
services introduced some of these to future pulpit ministries.
Norman Wyman was another who, like Jim Vine, got his
introduction to the O.A.C. staff through those early Brisbane
days.

Let him tell his own story: ‘‘As a boy, my Mother and Dad
took me to a Methodist Sunday School and it was there I
learned many Bible stories. In 1942, I joined the Royal
Australian Air Force; but, having no definite convictions, I
simply followed along with the crowd, living exactly as the
others did.

After serving in the Middle East, United Kingdom and
Germany, [ returned to Australia. Deep down. I felt an
uneasiness, but could not pinpoint it. In July, 1948, Dr.
Hyman Appelman came to Brisbane; and Shirley Adams,
with whom I was keeping company, was converted.

I tried to explain away this new experience, but, at the same
time, could not help seeing the difference in her life. She soon
linked herself with the aggressive work of Open Air
Campaigners; and, although my pride would not allow me to
approve of this, I would often find myself on the outskirts of
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the crowd, listening to a meeting. I was impressed by the
forthright leader of the group, Rev. Frank Mclnnes, and the
fact that he obviously believed what he was preaching.

On the evening of June 17, 1949, in his home after many
Bible discussions, when I could no longer logically argue with
the Word of God, in simple faith I received the Christ who
died for me and knew the transformation that Shirley had
experienced almost a year before,

Almost immediately, I became a voluntary worker,
wanting to tell about my new-found Saviour. In 1958 I joined
the staff of O.A.C. and because of my background as Sales
Supervisor with a nationwide food company, I served as Field
Representative in Australia for three years. In 1961 I was
further challenged to accept the leadership of the work in
Canada. Over the past 21 years, I have proved the
faithfulness of God, being enabled by Him to play a small
part in the expansion of what I consider ‘the greatest
outreach with the Gospel.’ ”’

The South Australian Branch began in September 1952
directed by Bryce Hartin who had joined the staff. Branches
also opened in Launceston, Tasmania (John Smith, Dave
Stanton) and in Bendigo (Ron McClean). Arrarat (Eric
Richards) and Mildura (Lloyd Beasy) in the state of Victoria.
In New South Wales, Wollongong (Eric Porter), Newcastle
(Sam Smith) and Wagga (Allan Gardner) became O.A.C.
branches. Later Ted Watson and afterwards Laurie Wallace
directed the O.A.C. outreach in the sheep and wheat country
of Parkes, N.S.W. Des Walters opened the Townsville
Branch in Northern Queensland which Geof Vines later led.

Victoria, Open Air Campaigners first interstate branch
continued to prosper under various men. Harold Wyatt, Eric
Sinclair, Bob Hogg, Max Channon (a convert of the
Goulburn Street meeting) and Bryan Greenwood had
valuable ministries following its opening after the Appelman
Campaign.

Bourke Street and Norman’s Corner, right in the heart of
Melbourne became important regular meeting places
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where each week thousands heard the Gospel as they
gathered around the O.A.C. van. Serious proclamation of
the Message marked the preaching but there as always the
funny side too. One night a heckler called out to Bob Hogg
“Will God get me a bed?”’ Bob answered ‘‘That’s a good
question! Recently I was returning to Melbourne from
Sydney by car and had to stop over night at a country town -
like you I needed a place to sleep and I didn’t know where to
go so I called into the local police station and I asked them
where I could get a bed. I suggest that you do the same!”’
‘““Not me! not me!’’ the bedraggled interjector exploded.
““They’d run you in as soon as look at you!”’ As he had been
speaking two tall efficient looking policemen came from
behind him and stood one on either side of the interrupter.
Bob said ‘‘No, sir, I’ve always found the police most helpful -
why don’t you go around and see them?’’ ‘‘Not me - they’d
run you in for sure!”’ A slight grin cracked the faces of the
representatives of the law. One of the cronies of the heckler
crouched down in front of him and pointed back over his
shoulder at the men in blue. Bob leaned forward and said in a
confidential whisper ‘‘I’d look behind you if I were you, sir.”’
“I’m not looking around - you’re good enough looking for
me’’ he called back loudly. His mate pointed back again.
Then the man looked around, his eyes traveling slowly up the
long length of each policeman as he turned to the left hand
and the right hand. The large crowd saw him shrink in his
shoes and then skulk out of the meeting. The men in blue
exchanged a knowing grin and left the crowd.

Bob Hogg’s ministry in Victoria was marked by his setting
up of healthy branch committees in a number of country
centers paving the way for future branches to be set up. Max
Channon worked under Bob for some time and when he took
over the running of the Victorian work he continued this
excellent plan. Bryan Greenwood has directed this important
branch for over twenty years now and one of the strengths of
his leadership has been the encouraging of key men in
country areas plus regular visits to the provincial cities with
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local committees organizing the churches behind the efforts.

In Victoria, each January is a pivot point of the years work
when trained teams of voluntary workers descend on the
beaches and camping grounds along Victoria’s beautiful
coastline. During that month at least five meetings are held at
each spot, aimed first of all at the children, then concluding
each evening with adult presentations using sketchboard
sermons and suitable Gospel movies. Around 40 to 50
thousand people are reached each year in this way. Then
High Schools are systematically visited each year with a week
of attractive Gospel presentations by the Victorian staff
teams. It was a good day when the Lord told O.A.C.,
through Les Werry, that He wanted interstate branches
started. It was a part of the preparation for bigger horizons in
the future.



7

World Famous Men Visit
Australia - 1947-1952

Twelve years as a photo engraver taught me that failure
and success can be separated by a split second. Thirty years
ago there was nothing ‘‘push button’’ about the art of
making photographer’s photos into the metal plates which
print pictures. Working under the tyranny of a daily
newspaper’s edition schedule, failure was a disaster. The
negative which reproduced the photographer’s picture was
brought to correct contrast by a dissolving agent. Suddenly it
was just right and water had to be applied to stop the action
quickly - a second’s hesitation ruined it completely. This
negative printed its image onto a zinc metal plate that was
heated over a gas jet, just enough heat turns this image into
an acid resisting enamel - a second too much temperature
melts the plate. Placed in a machine the plate is bombarded
with acid until the original photo stands out in relief in a tiny
dot covered pattern. It is ready when the sky dots are no
bigger than a pin point - then they print their whitest sky - a
split second later and the great presses print a black sky and
the manager calls you to his office!

Sometimes the story of an organization like Open Air
Campaigners can be told as though everything has always
been plain sailing. Looking back over the years there has been
a number of times when O.A.C. would have closed up if God
had not been its Author. A special occasion comes to mind, a
time when, (to reverse the illustration) success was very close
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George Wotherspoon leads an ““Invasion of Sydney’’ meeting in the Sydney Domain.



to failure. The sky was so black that it looked like the end.
Actually it was the prelude to O.A.C. commencing its first
overseas branch, What looked like extinction was God’s
preparation for expansion. It is often so - the problem
becomes, under God, the answer to the problem.

When Les Werry took over the leadership of Open Air
Campaigners it was going through a difficult time financially.
New evangelists were added to the staff at this time and
although this broadened the base of the Christian public
interest, it did not increase financial support sufficiently. It
was the commencement of 1947 when a crisis committee
meeting called the staff together to consider what should be
done about retrenchment. O.A.C. had a staff retreat and
conference center ‘“‘Mount Tabor’’ on the beautiful Blue
Mountains some sixty miles west of Sydney. Here the staff
met. It was to be an unforgettable memory to those who
attended. The evangelists rose from their knees after the
opening prayer session, expecting to hear the gloomy story
from Les Werry but he never mentioned it. ‘I have some
plans to lay before you” he told them. ‘“This year I suggest
that we make our Harbour Rally into a soul saving effort
instead of a deputational meeting, aiming at an attendance of
about 1200.”” Then he went on. ‘‘I have been in touch with
Field Marshall Viscount Montgomery (the Bible-reading
conqueror of Rommell - Germany’s Desert Fox). He is to
visit Australia on government business but he has agreed,
with official sanction, to address a giant rally. This will be the
opening meeting of an O.A.C. sponsored ‘‘Invasion of
Sydney’’ with Rev. John Ridley. John will conclude the
General’s address with a Gospel message and be the chief
speaker in a nightly evangelistic campaign in which we will
ask all the evangelical church and organizations to cooperate.
We will saturate the city with open air meetings. Pastor
Martin Niemoller, the man who defied Hitler and was, for
eight years, his personal prisoner, has answered an invitation
that I wrote to him. He is willing to come, with his wife, for a
campaign if O.A.C. invites him. These meetings would cover
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all the key cities of Australia and New Zealand.

The Harbour Rally was the biggest ever and a number
responded to the Gospel. ‘“The Invasion of Sydney’’ was
outstanding. Montgomery was unable to take part due to an
early recall to England because of a Russian crisis, but there
has seldom been a campaign in Australia which united so
many evangelicals together for a Gospel witness. John Ridley
was greatly used of God. The open air work featured
prominent evangelistic ministers who spoke from O.A.C.
vans situated in prominent places all over the city. The daily
lunch hour meetings in the grounds of the Anglican
Cathedral attracted much interest, set as it is in one of the
busiest parts of town. Bishops and the top ministers of the
city were featured each day. The Cathedral Boys’ Choir sang
regularly, and in their robes, made an attractive sight as they
faced out from the O.A.C. van towards the crowd. The
afternoons teams blitzed the city ‘‘pubs’’ with musical groups
and short testimony-messages and thousands of suitable
Gospel tracts.

Pastor Martin Niemoller accepted O.A.C.’s invitation and
in 1949 (August 25th-November 3rd) thousands all over
Australila and New Zealand heard his Christ-centered
messages in ‘‘The Faith Triumphant’’ Campaigns. It was the
Niemollers visit to New Zealand which introduced Open Air
Campaigners to that country.

Pastor Martin Niemoller was Hitler’s only personal
prisoner. It was January 1934. An important group of
ministers were to meet with Hitler. Niemoller had a phone
call just as he was preparing to leave for the meeting. He did
not have time to talk. ‘‘Is everything prepared for today’s
meeting with Adolph Hitler?”’ the voice asked. Niemoller
answered in the affirmative. ‘“We have been in touch with the
Minister of Home Affairs who will give the final touch to
Hitler this morning.’’ In his haste to leave he could not recall
the words for ‘‘final touch.”” His secretary called out
‘“‘extreme unction’’ and he repeated the words and left in
haste.
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Dr. Howard Mowll, Archbishop of Sydney and Primate of Australia with Mrs.
Mowll and Dr. Martin and Mrs. Niemoller.

»

Dr. Niemoller takes his message to railway workers Perth W. Australia.
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Hitler had scarcely started to speak to the Pastors when
Hermann Goering appeared and reading from a document
repeated Martin Niemoller’s telephone conversation.
Immediately Hitler interpreted it as a plot to assassinate him,
Then the torrent broke and the dictator raved against the
Church and Niemoller (*‘Don’t you know I could have you
killed?’’). After twenty minutes he finally finished with.
‘“‘Leave the German nation to me and mind your own
business about getting people into Heaven.’’

Then the ministers were allowed to speak, but Hitler was
not interested. At length the gathering was dismissed.
Niemoller wondered if Hitler would shake hands with him.
Hitler approached and put out his hand. The Pastor gripped
it and held it. ‘“‘Herr Reich Chancellor, you have said ‘Leave
the nation to me’ but this nation belongs to God, and no one,
not even you will take it from Him."’ Hitler pulled his hand
away abruptly and Niemoller walked out. All the other
ministers treated him like a leper. He had spoiled the show.
Hitler told him he could have him killed and he knew it. The
next three and a half years were good for him, he says,
because he felt that every Sunday might be his last
opportunity to preach the Word of God. ‘‘It was good for me
and for my congregation.”” On March 2nd, 1938, he was
arrested and spent the next eight years in Sachenhausen and
Dachau concentration camps.

This was the hero of faith, who on his release from prison,
Open Air Campaigners invited to Australia and New Zealand
for a ‘‘Faith Triumphant’’ Campaign in 1949. On receiving
the invitation Pastor Niemoller consulted with his friend, Dr.
Mowll, the Archbishop of Sydney, and the Primate of
Australia. The late Howard Mowll was an uncompromising
evangelical and headed the Anglican Church of Sydney, the
most evangelical Church of England diocese in the world.
The Archbishop knew and admired O.A.C. and strongly
recommended Martin Niemoller to accept O.A.C.’s
invitation and he did, bringing his charming wife with him.

Ten thousand people attended the opening meeting in the
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hard as you like but never forget he is your friend!’’) The
Domain is a place where politics and all kinds of religions are
aired each Sunday. The last Sunday of the Pastor’s visit saw
him address two thousand people from a large flat-top truck
in the Domain. A number of people responded to the
invitation to accept Christ at the conclusion.

A farewell dinner was given by the O.A.C. Committee and
staff to this wonderful couple who everyone had come to
love. Rising to express their thanks for all the campaign had
meant to them, the Pastor, (who never says anything he does
not mean) said, ‘‘If God had not called me to my present
ministry, (leading 900 churches in Germany) there is nothing
I would rather do than join the staff of Open Air
Campaigners”’. The open air ministry had especially
impressed him.

Leaving this dinner, he went to the Annual Anglican Synod
Meetings where he was to give his last address of ‘‘The Faith
Triumphant’’ Campaign. ‘““When | was asked to come to
Australia by the Open Air Campaigners’’ he began, “‘I did
not know who the Open Air Campaigners were’’ - a group of
liberals laughed out loudly - who would know that little band
of Gospel preaching fanatics? Niemoller caught the
implication and turning to them he said, ‘‘If you were
preaching the Gospel and going to the people like the Open
Air Campaigners is you would not have empty churches like
you do have!”’ Next morning our office phone ran hot.
Minister after minister called. ‘‘If you could have heard
Niemoller’s rebuke of those men last night’’, they said, ‘‘He
left his address for a quarter of an hour and spoke up for
0O.A.C. and its ministry.”’

Jim Duffecy was in Weisbaden, Germany two years later
and stayed with the Niemollers. ‘‘Pastor’’, he said to him,
“everywherc I've been in Germany I’ve heard of your
enthusiasm about the Australian-New Zealand Campaign.”’
““Yes’’, he answered, ‘‘it was the greatest campaign I’ve had -
it was an evangelistic campaign and evangelism is the most
important thing in the world.”
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Gavin Hamillon and Les Werry

About a year after the Niemollers visit to Australia another
overseas visitor who would campaign under O.A.C.’s
sponsorship was Gavin Hamilton, a Scot from Chicago. It
was Gavin Hamilton who, as Youth for Christ Director for
Britain, first invited Billy Graham to England. Gavin had a
ministry which had special emphasis on the Second Coming
of Christ. He arrived in Sydney in December and was booked
as a speaker for the Annual Christmas Convention at
Katoomba, N.S.W. The O.A.C. was in charge of some house
parties during the Convention. Jim and Joyce Duffecy were
leading one of these but the afternoon Gavin was on the
program they were not able to attend. Les Werry, however,
brought the visitor to the Duffecy House Party for the
evening meal before returning to Sydney. Around the meal
table one of Gavin’s points was discussed by those who had
attended the session, ““If you don’t give your money to the
Lord’s work” he had said, ‘‘one day the AntiChrist will take
it and use it instead!"" Duffecy in hearing this said to Mr.
Hamilton “I’ll give you the six pennies that [ have in the bank
if you can arrange for me to go to England!”’ ““Do you want
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to go to England?”’ Gavin immediately queried. There was a
roar of laughter from all the O.A.C. workers. Everyone knew
that Jim Duffecy wanted to go to England and had dreamed
about it for years. It was a standing joke with Les Werry who
would ask Jim ‘“Why do you want to go to England - is it
because you want to preach there?”’ ‘“Oh no’’ Jim would
answer back honestly, “‘I want to get photos of cathedrals
and thatched roofed houses’. ‘“Well brother you’ll never
make it because your motives are not good enough!’’ Les
Werry would solmenly tell him with a twinkle in his eye.
Actually the request to Gavin Hamilton was only a joke on
Duffecy’s part and he had no idea that Gavin Hamilton
would do anything else but treat it as a joke.

Returning home after the Convention and having a couple
of days break Jim had a call from Les Werry who said
‘‘Gavin can arrange for you to have meetings in England.
Come and meet him for lunch tomorrow.”’ ‘““What did you
call me about?’’ Duffecy answered suspecting a trick. ‘“To
invite you to talk to Gavin about England”’ came the reply.
‘“Thank you’’ replied Duffecy. ‘‘Now tell me what you really
called me for--!"* ‘‘Listen Brother if you don’t want to go to
England just stay at home there and I’ll have lunch with
Hamilton without you!”’

That was an interesting lunch. The former Y.F.C. Director
had contacts all over Europe. ‘““Where would you like to
go?”’ he asked. ‘“Oh’ said Duffecy jokingly ‘‘Germany,
Switzerland, Denmark, France, Norway, Sweden----"". Gavin
replied ‘“It will just depend on the amount of time you have
available. I suggest that you go at least to the Continent and
while you are over there you should go to the United States
on your way home. In all these places you will see the need of
doing the kind of open air work that O.A.C. is noted for.
Now how would you like to travel to the States?’’ Duffecy
was still feeling facetious ‘‘Oh, nothing would be good
enough but to go by the world’s greatest liner the ‘Queen
Elizabeth’!”’ he answered. ‘“That’s great’’ Hamilton told him
““The ‘Queen Elizabeth’ is always well booked up but I have a

100


John
Rectangle


friend in the Cunard Lines main office and he can always
arrange a berth for me!’’ That was the end of the lighthearted
exchanges and they settled down to discuss a Youth for Christ
program in Britain, Denmark, Germany, New York, Chicago
and elsewhere in the United States. This overseas trip was
going to be a preview to the O.A.C. opening in Britain and
Europe following the establishment of the first overseas
branch in New Zealand, although Jim Duffecy had not the
slightest idea of such a thing in those days.

*“The Musical Messengers’’ led by Neil Macaulay with his
talented musician wife and soloist Martha Chastain
conducted campaigns under O.A.C. sponsorship during the
same year as the Gavin Hamilton meetings. This team
attracted great interest especially during the series of meetings
in the Assembly Hall in Sydney. Many souls were saved
during the Macaulay Campaign especially among the
Anglicans although all denominations were represented
among the converts. Sydney has a Council of Churches (not
W.C.C.) that maintains a real fellowship between the various
churches - a virile Church of England has a lot to do with this
especially as the bulk of the population are nominally
Anglicans. Hyman Appelman’s campaign moved Australia
evangelistically in a way that nothing had done since the
Chapman-Alexander meetings in the early years of the
century. The ‘‘Musical Messengers’’ helped in this too. The
Spirit of God was preparing Australia for the Billy Graham
Crusade which would draw in Sydney world record crowds
(up till then) for Graham meetings - two large outdoor arenas
side by side were used to accommodate the 150,000 in
attendance in Sydney and the large Olympic Stadium in
Melbourne was crammed to overflowing. A fitting climax to
that post-war breath of evangelism.
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8

Overseas Campaigns - First
Overseas Branch - 1954

The next five years were to see the establishment of New
Zealand as the first overseas branch of Open Air
Campaigners and preliminary visits to North America and
Europe which would ultimately lead to the opening of the
organization in various countries. ‘‘The Faith Triumphant
Campaign first introduced O.A.C. to New Zealand in
October 1949,

It is interesting how God uses small things to open big
doors. One night during ‘The Faith Triumphant”
Campaign, as Pastor Niemoller concluded his address on
“The day I met Hitler’’, Jim Duffecy said to two thousand
people in the Auckland Town Hall, ‘““You have wondered
what you would have said if you had met Hitler. You will
never have to meet Hitler. The question is ‘what will you say
when you meet that man in the office tomorrow who needs
your witness for Christ?’ *’ That statement was used to lead
Youth for Christ to invite Jim back to New Zealand for the
Empire Games campaign some months afterwards.

At the Y.F.C. Youth Conference at Eastern Beach near
Auckland in January 1950 the first O.A.C. style beach
meeting was held. Duffecy gave an illustrated message with
George Bremner leading the singing. Afterwards, George
Bremner told Jim “‘I have to confess that I thought that you
were exaggerating when you said that that Goulburn Street
open air meeting goes on for three hours each Sunday night,
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Now I know how this can happen - we went for an hour and a
half today and we could have held that crowd for twice that
time!”’ The whole thing was an eyeopener to the many
Christians who saw it.

Lionel Fletcher was the Empire evangelist for the Mildmay
organization of England. A weeck of meetings in the famous
Auckland Baptist Tabernacle featured this famous preacher
with Duffecy leading the song services. Following this a
sixteen day *‘Lightning Tour’’ with a Youth for Christ team
featuring Jim Duffecy as the preacher visited the main towns
and cities of both islands of New Zealand. Bron and Nessie
Carlisle and George Bremner were a part of the team. 1t was a
preparation for what would be more than twenty years of
involvement with Open Air Campaigners in future days.

That was in 1950. In May of that year Mr. W. H. Grant
went to be with the Lord. As an honored member of the
O.A.C. committee he had served in this capacity from the
founding of the New South Wales Prayer Band, and with W.
H. Dibley, forged the link right back to E. P. Field. Mr.
Dibley had a long ministry as O.A.C. chairman and was
succeeded by Mr. M. B. Hordern, a gracious man. Maurice
Hordern, an ardent Anglican, was one of the brothers of a
famous Sydney department store Hordern Brothers and a
relation of Anthony Hordren who founded the city’s largest
store at the beginning of the century. Another notable among
those early committeemen was William Arnott of Australia’s
famous and largest biscuit firm. Arnott was a Methodist of
the original Wesley tradition who loved open air work and
did everything that he could to see the advancement of Open
Air Campaigners.

During these days Colonel Bjelke-Peterson, a fine
Scandanavian Christian who specialized in physical culture
and used it to assist church groups, was a committecman.
Today’s outstanding Christian Premier of the state of
Queensland is closely rclated to the Colonel. Wilfred
Hutchison, for many years, was chairman after Mr.
Hordern. Wilfred was brother-in-law to C. Stacey Woods,
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Jim Duffecy in Germany, Anton Schulte carries the
sketchboard.
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The first 0.A,C. meeting on Wall Street, New York City during Jim Duffecy’s first
visit to U.S.A. Jan. 15th 1952,
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the London Underground was curious about the board. *‘Is
that a fishing rod, sir?”’ he queried. Jim told him that it
certainly was - then added “‘I use it for catching men!’’ One
night when he was speaking at the famous college which Rees
Howells founded in South Wales, a German in the audience
sought an interview with him in his room afterwards. ‘‘Do
you intend to use your sketchboard when you go to
Germany?’’ he asked the evangelist. ‘‘No, I won’t try to use
the board in Germany’’ was the reply ‘‘And why not?’’ the
German shot back. ‘‘Because God isn’t an Englishman!”’
Duffecy told him. *‘And what does that mean?’’ Jim told him
that he could only preach in English and he didn’t expect
Germans to understand that. ‘I am an interpreter with the
U.S. Army in Germany and | have put your board talk into
German for you - now what about a try out right now - you
put those German words on the board and preach that
sermon as you did tonight and I’ll translate it for you!”’ And
he did! It was the beginning of the O.A.C. sketchboard
sermon method going into all kinds of languages all over the
world. It is wonderful how God uses little things to open big
doors.

The year 1951 was important for other reasons too. Bryce
Hartin joined the staff, ‘‘Snowy’’ Royal was converted and
0O.A.C. purchased a fine building beside the Central Railway
Station in Sydney - and Mr. Allan Tirrell was appointed
0O.A.C. Representative for New Zealand.

The South Australia Branch was opened by Bryce Hartin in
Adelaide in 1952. Bill Cochrane joined the staff in the same
year. Bill Cochrane was to see the blessing of God on a
ministry of tent and church campaigns supported by a high
class musical team. Return visits by Gavin Hamilton and
““The Musical Messengers’’ were highlights of this year and
part of the following one.

On his return from overseas Les Werry had plied Jim
Duffecy with questions about American methods in
administration but Jim was an evangelist and administration
was not his main interest. Les Werry must go and see for
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himself. Gavin Hamilton, who had made such a good effort
in organizing the first O.A.C. overseas trip, was back in
Australia again and was willing to make the right connections
again if Les could go. The outcome was that April 17th 1953
saw Les Werry with musicians Doug Gibb and Neil Gough
making an evangelistic tour of U.S.A., Canada and England.
Doug Gibb is an outstanding harmonica player and the others
made a good trio with their mouth organs. Les did the
preaching with Doug’s assistance for children’s mectings and
Neil sang very acceptably and played his accordian. It was a
soul winning tour of six months. Enroute to the States they
addressed a Businessmen’s group in Auckland, New Zealand
who became very interested in seeing Open Air Campaigners
commence in New Zealand. Jim Duffecy was acting Director
for Australia while Les Werry was absent. If he had protested
that administration was not his forte now he was to get his
first taste of leading the organization. He had organized the
voluntary workers a few years before but this was different.
Prior to the teams departure a financial stringency had
begun. New Zealand began asking for a branch to start over
there. Allan Tirrell and George Bremner were pushing for it
and the Businessmen’s Association were pressing them to
approach Australia to send someone to initiate a branch.
Duffecy was receiving the letters of invitation from New
Zealand and was embarrassed. The financial crisis was
deepening. Each day the Sydney staff would meet and cry to
God for the need to be supplied but no answers seemed to
come. The requests from New Zealand became more urgent
as the problems became more pressing. No one could believe
that this was the end but no answers seemed to come. Finally,
after 5 months campaigning, the overseas team was recalled.
They were especially blessed in a campaign at People’s
Church Toronto, Canada. Duffecy had not even mentioned
New Zealand’s request to the committee. How could we
expand when we were contracting?

Three months later, on January 19th 1954, Jim and Joyce
Duffecy landed by flying boat at Wellington Harbour, New
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Zealand to open the first overseas branch of O.A.C. in
Auckland. God had lifted the burden. Committee and staff
alike agreed that we just had to answer the Lord’s call to New
Zealand. It should be mentioned that some time after those
crisis staff prayer meetings, O.A.C. received some substantial
gifts from wills and each one was dated in the crisis period!
The preparation for progress may be pressure and pressure
must not press us away from the Lord’s will but into it.
Success is often one step before failure.

Jim and Joyce Duffecy arrived in Auckland January 1954
and at the first committee meeting, held in the home of
George Bremner, plans for future operations were laid out. A
Gospel van was the most urgent need. Suggestions were made
as to who would be interested in seeing an aggressive open air
witness commenced in Auckland. Mr. Robert A. Laidlaw’s
name was mentioned. This outstanding Christian was New
Zealand’s most prominent businessman and the author of the
world famous Gospel booklet ‘“The Reason Why.”’ From the
earliest days of O.A.C. Mr. Laidlaw had shown a practical
interest in the work by supplying ‘“The Reason Why”’ freely
to the organization in Australia.

At this first committee meeting it was decided that we
would not approach Mr. Laidlaw for financial help but we
did owe it to him to at least call on him and say ‘‘hello’’. Mr.
Bremner and Mr. Tirrell had borrowed his movie projector
and this could be returned and a courtesy call made.

Within the next day or so the three men were seated in
“R.A.’s” office in his large city firm. ‘‘So you have come to
commence Open Air Campaigners here in New Zealand
Jim?”’ he asked Mr. Duffecy. On being assured that this was
so Mr. Laidlaw answered, ‘‘I don’t think it will go here. We
have spent a lot of money in an attempt to do open air work
in this city and it has not been a success.”’ This was said
without any desire to be hurtful. This veteran man of God
was a father in the faith to many Christian leaders and was
only giving this advice in a real attempt to help.

Mr. Duffecy was nonplussed but answered, ‘‘Mr. Laidlaw,
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I want to tell you that I have not come to New Zealand to
launch an Australian organization here.”’ ‘“No?’’ came the
query, ‘““Then why have you come?”’ *‘I have come because
we have discovered some basic principles of open air
evangelism which we believe are from God’’, Jim Duffecy
answered, ‘‘and we want to find out how these can be
adapted to reach the lost of New Zealand in the open air.”’
The veteran smiled, *‘I will certainly pray for you,” he
answered. This principle stated at the commencement of the
first overseas branch was to be a guiding philosophy as new
branches opened in new countries with their different cultures
and opportunities.

As the trio rose to leave, Mr. Duffecy added, ‘‘Mr,
Laidlaw I think you know how we appreciate your testimony
for Christ. We know how generous you have been to many
Christian organizations over the years. I hope that you will
understand us when we say that we believe you have given
beyond what should be expected of you and we feel that we
must not come to you for financial help.”” “‘R.A.”” extended
his hand. *‘I’ll be praying for you.”

Torrey Martin had been waiting for O.A.C. to come to
New Zealand for years. ‘“‘How can I help?’’ Torrey asked, as
we called on him at his city shop. ‘“We do not know’’ was the
answer. ‘‘I know what I can do - do you have any slides of the
work? - you do! - then I will arrange for a hundred of
Auckland’s best known Christians to come to our home and
you can tell them of your plans!”’

The first open air meetings were held within 48 hours of
arrival and without any equipment. Dominion Motors, a
large automobile assembly plant saw our first factory
meeting. A nice crowd of men sitting outside the plant gave
good attention as the Gospel was preached to them. Sunday
evenings were held on Auckland’s main street. One day
Gordon Blair, a well known missionary who worked among
soldiers in Japan and was home on furlough told us some
good news. ‘“You will remember that John Heenan
approached O.A.C. some time ago for suggestions in the
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The first O.A.C. open air meeting in Auckland. The Lincoln Industries factory is in
the background.

!'v'

R. A. Laidlaw dedicated the first New Zealand 0.A.C. Gospel wagon.
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construction of an open air Gospel van for an outreach
among children here in New Zealand. The van is built now
but John has been delayed in commencing his ministry. He is
waiting for you to go to see him so he can loan you his vehicle
until you can get one of your own! What a provision of God
this was! John Heenan later joined the staff in New Zealand.

The gathering at Torrey Martin’s nice home was well
attended. There was evidence of a deep interest among the
notables there. A feature of the evening was the slide session
showing recent meetings proving that people could be
attracted to listen in the out of doors of Auckland. George
Bremner had taken a picture at the Dominion Motors plant
which showed two other factories in the background. We
used this slide.

The Martins had prepared a sumptuous spread to follow
the presentation and everyone had gone downstairs to
partake of it when Allan Tirrell excitedly came back into the
meeting room where Mr. Duffecy was putting the equipment
away. ‘‘We have our first Gospel van!’’ he burst out. “How
could that be?”’ Duffecy asked. ‘“Well, we haven’t got the
actual van - just a check for it!’* Now it was Jim’s turn to be
amazed. ‘‘Where did the check come from?’’ ¢‘Didn’t you
see Mr. Laidlaw here tonight?’’ (Jim had not seen him and
had no idea that ‘‘R.A’’ was there) ‘“He is absolutely
convinced now of what can be done through open air work in
this city. The Dominion Motors slide showed the Lincoln
Industries factory in the background - that’s Mr. Laidlaw’s
son’s factory!”’ It was a small thing but it tipped the scale.

Torrey Martin became a member of a strong committce
consisting of Norman McGregor of the South Seas
Evangelical Mission as Chairman, Ray Potter, Blythe
Harper, Dr. Hallam Howic of C.I.M., Ron Slynn of Youth
for Christ, R. Platt and Keith Rimmer, the Editor of N.Z.’s
Christian newspaper ‘‘The Challenge’’ with George Bremner
and Allan Tirrell (secretary). Norman McGregor had first
met Jim Duffecy at Rutherford Military Camp where both
men had worked together as Welfare Officers. George
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Bremner joined the staff and went to Australia for a period
of training returning to Auckland on October 4th. He
became the Director and continued in this position for over
20 years successfully leading O.A.C. into an expanded
ministry in the main cities of the North and South Islands
with branches in Auckland, Hamilton, Wellington,
Christchurch and Dunedin.

The Police were suspicious at first and were reluctant to
have O.A.C. preaching in key positions in Auckland but they
granted permission for a good spot near the Town Hall for a
regular Sunday cvening meeting. Jim Duffecy told the
Superintendent of Police “‘l expect you to be cautious about
us but after a couple of months after you have seen what we
do I am going to come back and I’'m going to ask you for the
sun, moon and the stars!”’

The Town Hall meeting went well right from the
beginning. The Christian Businessmen’s Association sent
regular speakers who made a good impression on the fine
crowd that gathered. Len Powelly, Dr. Howie, ‘‘Daddy’’
Hunter (prayer warrior without par) Jack MacCathy of the
Ceylon and India General Mission and other missionaries
from the Missionary Home at Remuera (where the Duffecys
lived) came regularly to support the meetings. The sisters
Morris from the Salvation Army, David White with his
accordian, and Dr. Will Miller participated regularly with
George Bremner, Allan Tirrell, Bron and Nessie Carlisle
taking the main burden of the services. Muri Thompson
never failed to attract a crowd with his piano accordian and
his powerful preaching and he brought his Maori friends to
help. Regular park and beach meetings became an important
feature too.

After the weeks passed Jim Duffecy approached the Police
again. The Sergeant who had been in charge of all the traffic
arrangements for the Queen’s visit drove Jim around the city
of Auckland ‘‘You tell me where you would like to hold
meetings Mr. Duffecy and I'll tell if we can give you
permission.’’ They drove from place to place. After a good
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many ‘‘yes’’ responses the Sergeant turned to the Evangelist
and said ‘“We are pleased with what your organization is
doing. 1 think you can hold meetings anywhere you like!’’ It
was to be the attitude of the authorities wherever O.A.C. did
a regular program of open air meetings in any part of the
world.

After nine months of ministry in New Zealand, Jim
Duffecy returned to Australia and as already noted the New
Zealand work began to expand to other centers. The
capital city of Wellington opened as the second branch and
Bryce Hartin was invited to come over from Adelaide where
he was directing O.A.C.’s outreach in South Australia. His
three months ministry established a healthy branch and Noel
Gibson, who was introduced to O.A.C. during these days,
joined the staff. Training in Auckland and then in Australia,
Noel attracted a band of men and women who became ardent
voluntary workers and the work became firmly established.
Wellington is a unique city in which to work. It’s beautiful
harbour is surrounded by rugged, mountainous hills on
which the city’s suburbs are built. Every house seems to have
its own beautiful view. Pigeon Park is situated in the center
of the city and affords a special opportunity for a Sunday
afternoon and evening open air meeting. After a well
attended Sunday afternoon meeting the team of voluntary
workers would descend on the Gibson home for a time of
fellowship and delicious food as only Phyl Gibson can
prepare it. Many who stepped out for Christ at Pigeon Park
in the afternoon would join the team for tea and thus get
their first introduction to real Christian fellowship. Prayer
for the evening meeting followed and many a new convert
gave their first testimony at that evening meeting at Pigeon
Park.

Music has always been a strong part of New Zealand’s
open air program, The New Zealand Maoris are gifted singers
and musicians and from the beginning became team
members. Harry Hautapu, a Maori, was three times voted as
New Zealand’s top dance band leader. Harry played the
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saxaphone in a special way but when he was converted he put
it away. It was Jim Duffecy who asked him why he had done
this. ““It’s a part of my old life,”” Harry answered. ‘‘Why not
use it for the Lord in the open air?’’ was Jim’s question. It
was the beginning of a wonderful ministry for Harry with
O.A.C. Muri Thompson, related to one of the most
outstanding Maori bishops was attracted to the ministry from
the beginning. Muri has the oratorial gifts of his people and is
a fine preacher and piano accordionist. He made a big
contribution to the launching of O.A.C.-N.Z.

Wellington became an outstanding branch of Open Air
Campaigners. Like Sydney and Brisbane it produced a large
band of voluntary workers who in the years to come would
join the staff or fill the pulpits or help populate the world’s
mission fields. Many churches spend thousands of dollars
caring for their young people (and rightly so) but one of the
by-products of the ministry of O.A.C. has been the
involvement of many hundreds of young people in an
organization which an American minister Dr. Homer Britton
named ‘‘An Outdoor Arm of the Church’’ - O.A.C.!

Gerald Bradley, a gifted school teacher, and now the
Training Superintendent of New Zealand was introduced to
the work in Wellington and later directed it. Ken Rout, our
‘“‘Sowers’’ Field Director who exercises a world training
ministry in open air evangelism, also had his training under
Noel Gibson and after Gerald Bradley, led the branch there.
David Salisbury was on the Wellington staff before he
became director of Christchurch. Now Doug Turner directs
Wellington and Neil Shasky is responsible for the
Christchurch branch taking over from Brian Booth who
followed Dave Salisbury as Director. David, as an O.A.C.
man, has been working on secondment to an African
missionary society in Zambia. Robin Pocklington and Wes
Fittell of the Australian Staff are on loan to the Far Eastern
Gospel Crusade (S.E.N.D.)

Bob McNaughton, the present National Director of the
New Zealand work, directed the work in Dunedin, the second
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9

Regular City Work In
Sydney

During the years after the 2nd World War when visiting
evangelists and Bible teachers were making history in
Australia and O.A.C. overseas visits were taking place, the
regular day by day ministry of the organization was
continuing unabated. Factory meetings and daily city park
meetings plus visits to schools and the weekend program of
beach open airs kept O.A.C.’s emphasis in its right place -
reaching the unreached with the Gospel in the open air.

While the interstate branches pursued these outreaches,
Dick Hall, who had joined the Sydney staff in March 1946,
regularly, with other evangelists, maintained these vital
meetings. Dick Hall’s ancestors were among Australia’s first
free settlers. Fifteen years before George Hall arrived in
Sydney there was not one white man in Australia. George's
grandson, George Percy, travelling in a Cobb and Co. stage
coach, was held up by the bushranger (highwayman)
“‘Captain Thunderbolt’’. Dick’s mother was a Hargrave of
the Laurence Hargrave family, one of aviation’s pioneers.

His father found Christ through reading Robert Laidlaw’s
famous booklet ‘‘The Reason Why’’ placed in his roadside
mail box by one of the members of an O.A.C. team as they
passed his farm. Robert Laidlaw, brother-in-law to the
famous Dr. Harry Ironsides, came to Sydney. Taken to the
campaign-by his brother, Peter, who was a Christian, Dick
was shaken by Laidlaw’s message on the Second Coming but
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he was careless and worldly-minded and would not accept
Christ. Peter managed to get Dick to go to hear W. P.
Nicholson the Irish evangelist who later spent a year on the
0O.A.C. staff. Nicholson preached on ‘“The unpardonable
sin’’ and all Dick’s defenses came down. He was saved.
Nicholson, an Irish Presbyterian minister, described himself
during his days as a sailor as ‘‘so low that | had to reach up to
touch bottom’’. He used a vitriolic tongue to startle the
unconcerned and it was this approach that got under Dick
Hall’s skin. One Sunday morning at Burton Street Baptist
Church one of Sydney’s main chprches, Nicholson was
waiting to meet the deacons who had boycotted the previous
week’s meetings. He was ready for them as they came
forward to take the collection. As they stood before the
pulpit waiting for the visiting evangelist to pray prior to them
taking up the offering, the Irishman looked down at them
from the podium ‘“The deacons’’ he said for all to hear *‘The
dear old deacons, they have not been seen at one of last
week’s meetings and now here they are to take up the
collection - the deacons, the dear old deacons - the pillars of
the church-CATERPILLARS!"’ It was this kind of approach
that startled Dick out of his carelessness and got him
converted to Christ.

Peter brought the new convert to Coogee Open Air Sunday
School and this began Dick’s long association with the
0O.A.C. voluntary work. Gifted in adult’s work he was
greatly used in children’s evangelism. His Sydney beach or
park meetings with children were followed up by a regular
midweek meeting in a church hall or in one of his scholar’s
homes. He and Peter had an outstanding ministry in which
they used attractive monthly Christian magazines with daily
Bible readings especially produced for boys and girls by the
Scripture Union. These were regularly distributed to young
converts by personal calls at their homes.

Since the days of Wallie Guilford, children’s open air
evangelism has always been a prominent part of the ministry
of Open Air Campaigners. Wallie Guilford introduced the
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sketchboard as a main tool in reaching children for Christ.
Jim Duffecy one of Mr. Guilford’s converts, having been
brought up on this method, specialized in it with children
too, then later saw its potential for adult evangelism. The
large band of youthful voluntary workers who each week end
invaded the beaches and parks around the city were trained in
the use of the board as a natural way of attracting the holding
large crowds of children. They used canvas sheets to seat
them as was done at Coogee from those early days. Often the
adult audience who stood around the back and sides of these
gatherings was just as interested as the children as the action
choruses, Bible puzzles and illustrated Bible stories were
featured. To this day all the O.A.C. staff men, without
exception, are first of all children’s evangelists. The
philosophy is that if one can hold the interest of a crowd of
children he may be ready to attract and hold an adult
audience also.

Dick Hall joined the O.A.C. staff soon after his discharge
from the Army and served for 13 years, becoming the
Director for South Australia after Byrce Hartin opened the
first United States branch in Chicago in 1956. Dick
commenced his full time ministry at Wollongong replacing
Les Werry and Jim Duffecy when Les became Australian
Director. For a time Dick led the Newcastle branch but his
longest service was spent in the Sydney area, to which he
returned after suffering a heart attack while leading the
branch in South Australia.

Regular meetings were held each Saturday night in Park
Street opposite the Sydney Town Hall. A frequent heckler at
these gatherings was a bearded man who was a strong
crusader for a cult called ‘‘The House of David.”” When
beards had become unusual these adherents of this strange
organization distinguished themselves by a prophet-looking
bushy beard. Dick Hall was one who welcomed, yes, invited
interjection from the open air crowd. It was his method of
drawing more people around the van to hear the Gospel. The
bearded one was making himself heard as usual this evening

119



Dick Hall

W. P. Nicholson

120



Dick Hall preaches from a converied wartime vehicle,
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and Dick was his target. After a lot of his interruption, Hall
demanded of him, ‘‘Anyway, who do you think you are?”’ ‘]
am one of His sheep!’’ the man answered promptly. ‘“Yes’
said Dick ‘‘And you look to me as if you’ve been out on the
mountains for a long time and missed many a shearing!’’ The
roar of laughter from the crowd signalled their approval of
the preacher’s reply and they settled down to listen more
intently to what he was saying.

Evangelist Hall loved to preach at the Sunday evening
meeting at the corner of Goulburn and Pitt Streeets. His was
a hard hitting attractive presentation of the Gospel and
although Dick would often gather a crowd by attracting
hecklers he did not like to be interrupted once he got going.
Goulburn Street meeting always had a ready made audience
of more than two hundred people for its three hour program
so Dick was not pleased one evening when a lecturer from the
agnostic’s Ingersoll Hall began calling out ‘‘A question Mr.
Speaker! A question!”’ This was said in an overdone Oxford
accent. Dick went on with his preaching. The educated
agnostic was insistent. ‘‘A question Mr. Speaker! A
question!”’ Dick ignored him. He believed that the Gospel
was not a debate but a declaration. The continued
interruptions were getting awkward and the crowd was
getting restless so Dick stopped and in a voice that sounded
anything but pleased he said ‘‘Yes, what is your question?’’
“‘Mr. Speaker’’ asked the educated one, who believed that all
Christians were a trifle insane, ‘“What did Noah do with the
hammer after he had finished building the Ark?’’ The crowd
laughed loudly and he turned to look back and enjoy their
appreciation of his question. Dick was unmoved and without
hesitation he replied ‘‘Noah was very fond of fish. He took
the hammer into the ark with him and when any mullet like
you swam by he would open the window of the Ark and hit it
on the head with it!”’ It took a few minutes for the uproar to
subside but when it did Dick preached without one more
interruption!

He was in charge of the Newcastle branch for a time.
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Scott’s Corner, in the center of the city, was the best location
for the regular Saturday evening meeting. A persistent
heckler made his presence felt at every meeting. This evening
George Bremner, the New Zealand Director, was visiting and
Dick asked George to be the principle speaker. The Content-
ious One was a little disappointed that Dick Hall was not on the
platform so that he could disturb the meeting but not to be
outdone he spotted Dick at the back of the van where he had
gone to adjust the amplifier. He came around and started on
Dick immediately. Hall had long since had enough of the
interjector’s foolishness. ‘‘Do you want to go to Heaven?’’
he demanded of him. ‘“No, I don’t!’’ was the immediate
reply. ““Then go to Hell!”’ Dick shot back at him. As George
Bremner concluded his message with an invitation this man
was the first to come forward and as George took his hand
and asked him if he would receive the Saviour, he replied so
that all the crowd could hear him ‘“Yes! I will. It is about time
that I did receive Christ!”’ And he meant it.

The weekly program of the evangelists often included
lunch hour visits to the waterfront. The plan was to go to a
wharf or factory at noon, then to one of the many city parks
at 1 p.m. Sydney is one of the world’s greatest harbours and
ships from all over the world come to load the wool which
Australia produces. Australia is not known as ‘“The Land of
the Golden Fleece'’ for nothing. A third of the world’s wool
is grown there.

Woolloomooloo Bay (spell it out aloud saying ‘‘double
'0o’”” and ‘“‘double ‘I’’’ - you can almost hear one of
Australia’s aborigines teaching you to speak his language!)
was one of the cities busiest waterfront area in those days. A
good crowd of men would sit around the main entrance gates
each lunch hour. The evangelist waited until they had settled
down then manuevered the Gospel van into a place where
everyone could hear, let down the platform, lifted up the
overhead sounding board, put the microphone into place and
began. The reception from these men was always good. Their
strikes often held up Australia’s big export trade and they
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were regarded as the ‘‘bad boys’’ of industry by almost
everyone. They did not expect that anyone would be
interested in helping them so when the van with the Gospel
texts on the side visited them regularly they took it as a
friendly gesture and reacted accordingly. It is interesting to
note that a similar reception is given to O.A.C. whenever they
take the Gospel to the Stevedores in various parts of the
world, especially at the piers of New York City.

On one occasion the illustrated magazine ‘“Pix’’ hearing of
the weekly program of meetings conducted by Open Air
Campaigners thought they would send one of their press
photographers to spend a week photographing factory, wharf
and park meetings. That was an interesting week. The
photographer had been told that on some occasions an
audience listened even in the rain. This actually happened at
Belmore Park that very week! (Meetings in snow storms-with
an audience was to later become a New York City feature.)
The photographer had listened to the assurance that the
““wharfies’’ would give us a good hearing but he just could
not believe it. He kept his camera well out of sight until the
preaching had gone on for nearly half an hour. ‘I thought
that they would break my camera in pieces’’ he confessed
afterwards.

One day at an especially good meeting at ‘‘the Loo’’ the
0O.A.C. man was thanking the men for their hearing when
they called out ‘‘What about coming back again tomorrow?”’
Needless to say that invitation was accepted. The next day
exactly the same thing happened and continued each day
until Thursday. As the men called out again for a return visit
a man came forward and spoke up ‘‘We have a regular
meeting here each Friday’’ he told the evangelist. ‘“Well,
we’ve had good innings here so we’ll skip tomorrow’’ he
responded. There was a growl of protest from the large group
of men. ‘‘Don’t worry about them, we’d rather hear you!”’

The stevedores had just decided that they would rather
hear the Gospel preacher than the Communist representative!
One of the sweetest sounds any O.A.C. evangelist ever heard
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was at a Brisbane wharf when a large group of men sat high
on the wool bales in a wharf store house. The van was parked
well back from them but the preacher’s voice was carrying
well. When the invitation to decide for Christ was given, a
man got up and climbed down the bales and began a long
walk to the van to take the evangelist’s hand and receive the
decision literature. As he came out in full view of the
audience, the stevedores put their hands together and clapped
him to the echo! They did it as a number of men made the
bold move. This was done in appreciation of their comrades
courage and their recognition of the importance of the
decision that they were making.

John Smith had a prominent position as a union delegate in
the shoe manufacturing industry. He was at the first open air
meeting when the branch was established in Melbourne in
1948. ‘‘Ma’’ Smith, as she was lovingly called, was his
constant companion as John served with the O.A.C.
voluntary workers in the first O.A.C. interstate branch. John
retired at 60 and felt that he could still serve the Lord in a
voluntary capacity. He was quite surprised when Les Werry
told him that that the Council would like to see him as an
0.A.C. evangelist. John had a twinkle in his eye whenever an
interjector appeared on the scene. Like Dick Hall he had a
way of turning opposition into preaching opportunity. He
could sense a false cult advocate instantly. As a question
would be asked by a cultist he would ask in return ‘‘Did you
come here to inform this audience or to be informed?’’ An
atheist would call out ‘““There’s no God!’’ “‘Smithy’’ would
answer ‘‘Prove it!”’ Many a time these brief retorts of his
would throw the questioner right off balance. Harry Milan, a
Sydney City Mission worker who had been saved through the
ministry of O.A.C., loved to preach from the van platform,
And he had a way with atheists too. Harry had a contagious
smile and a pleasant way of presenting the Gospel. One night
a very loud mouthed atheist kept interrupting Harry as he
preached at the Goulburn Street open air meeting. Finally he
got blatant in his opposition and called out ‘‘If there’s a God
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I challenge Him to strike me dead!’’ The atheist turned his
head to look back at the audience for their approval and at
that moment Harry, who had been preaching with his big
Bible tucked under his arm suddenly took it out and smote
the heckler right on the head with it! It was a dramatic
moment - the man thought that God had taken his challenge
and he staggered out of the meeting holding his head and
went on down the street. It seemed as though he had no idea
it was Harry Milan that hit him!

John Smith had a way with atheists and agnostics, also.
His favorite factory in his lunch hour ministry was at Kirbys a
large refrigerator motor factory in Sydney. As he pulled the
van into position before the long line of employees eating
their lunch outside their place of work he could always expect
a warm reception from the factory agnostic. ‘‘What are you
doing here again - we don’t want to listen to you’’ this man
would call out. “‘Smithy’’ had expected this and was ready
for him. ‘“What reasons do you have for hating the Bible?”’
he would ask his enemy. Every time the agnostic would fall
for the trap and before long he would pour out a set of
objectives. John would list them and begin answering them,
applying the Gospel as he did. He always managed to leave
one or two of the questions unanswered and as the first
meeting drew to an end he would call out ‘‘I see that I have
not dealt with one or two of your questions. Would you men
like me to answer these tomorrow?’’ The answer was always a
hearty ‘“Yes’’ (including the agnostic). John Smith used the
questions each day with always some ‘‘left overs’’ for the
next day and in this way he would hold a week of meetings at
the electric motor factory. We do not believe that the
unbeliever ever realized how well he assisted in the Gospel
getting out to that large group of men!

When John and ‘‘Ma’’ retired to the Maryborough area in
Queensland they conducted a weekly open air in the main
town almost until they went to be with the Lord. ‘“Ma”’
Smith was a good example of O.A.C. wives who over the
years, have supported their evangelist husbands sometimes as
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a team like the Smiths or as Norman and Shirley Wyman and
Bron and Nessie Carlisle or behind the scenes like Margaret
Bremner, Joyce Duffecy, Phyl Gibson, Gene Werry, and many
others. All the evangelists of Open Air Campaigners know how
much they owe to their wives.
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10

North America Challenge
- U.S.A. Branch Opens - 1956

Overseas Christian leaders had suggested the need for
Open Air Campaigners to open branches in North America
but it took the visit of Dr. Paul Smith, son of the missionary
statesman Dr. Oswald J. Smith, to spark the move.

The Annual Meeting of O.A.C. was an important event of
the year when a featured speaker was programmed at
Sydney’s Assembly Hall and O.A.C. staff evangelists
reported to a packed house on the progress of their
ministries. Dr. Paul Smith was about to open the door onto
the platform when he turned to Les Werry and Jim Duffecy
and said ‘““When are you planning to open a branch in North
America?”’ ‘“We have enough work to occupy us here in
Australia’’ was the reply. Dr. Paul became serious as he said
““You have something that does not belong to you - it belongs
to God. He has taught you a way of doing open air work
which is greatly needed in North America. Open air
preaching has almost died out over there. O.A.C. had better
get there as soon as possible.”” When he preached that
evening to that assembly of O.A.C. supporters and prayer
partners he told them the same thing. It was a good theme for
an annual meeting but we did not expect to hear any more
about it. We were wrong. Doug Gibb was representing
O.A.C. in Canada and attending the People’s Church. On
the return of Dr. Paul to Toronto an official invitation came
for an O.A.C. team to visit U.S.A. and Canada with a
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planned campaign in the famous Peoples Church as the pivot
of the visit and the establishment of a permanent branch as its
main aim. As the invitation was laid before the Lord in
prayer the decision was made to organize a team complete
with a Volkswagen Gospel van. The plan was to land by ship
in Vancouver then travel by van to Los Angeles, Kansas City,
Winona Lake, Chicago, Toronto then to New York City.

The team was led by Jim Duffecy as Australian Field
Director with Queensland Director Frank Mclnnes, South
Australia Director Bryce Hartin. Neil Gough and Muri
Thompson were the musicians. Both had worked together in
campaign work with Bill Cochrane in Australia and New
Zealand. Neil was an excellent children’s worker and Muri a
very acceptable preacher. With the planting of the second
overseas branch as part of the team’s plans, it was fitting that
the first overseas outreach should be represented by a Maori
from New Zealand. Jim Wardlaw, a Sydney voluntary
worker, made up the six man team. They sailed from Sydney
on June Ist 1956 in the Orient liner S.S. ‘‘Orsova’’. Jan
Aldous, a top maintenance man with Australia’s overseas
airline Qantas had found Christ in a campaign conducted by
Bryce Hartin and he designed and fitted a new type of canopy
and platform on a brand new Volkswagen minibus which was
safely stored in the hold of the “‘Orsova’’.

The Gospel van was unloaded in Vancouver and the long
trip to Toronto began. Good services had been booked ahead
and and souls were saved both in churches and in the open
air. The journey was uneventful until the Australian Team
arrived in Kansas City hosted by Rev. Darrell Freleigh, song
leader on Gavin Hamilton’s second visit to Australia. The
team was kept busy with good services. Church members
accommodated the men in their homes. Here we met Jesse
and Myrtle Vincent and a friendship with O.A.C. began
which has grown over all these years, the beginning of that
invaluable group of prayer partners and supporters which
would make O.A.C possible in N. America. Doug Gibb
wrote from Canada to say that Dr. Oswald Smith wanted a

129



Dr. 0. J. Smith welcomes the 1956 Team to Toronto.

Bryce Hartin

Olga Kruck
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First Wall St. meetings with an O.A.C. Gospel wagon.
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full Summer campaign at the People’s Church from July 15th
- Sept. 16th. Originally Sunday services and one mid week
prayer meeting service was all that was planned. The rest of
the time was to be spent in open air work in Toronto and the
towns within driving distance. God has a way of hiding the
future from us. The new plans meant that the men would be
preaching at five services a week for seven weeks at this
world’s famous church with one week in Ottawa, Canada’s
capital plus open air meetings during the day and after the
evening services. Perhaps the team would never have left
Australia if they had known that they would be thus featured
in this church where some of the world’s best preachers have
preached.

It was a glorious time. The services were well attended. The
open air meetings on Toronto’s main street were excellent.
When Oswald Smith went down to see his first O.A.C. open
air meeting he could not contain himself with excitement. As
the crowd packed in and the Gospel went out from the van
platform he came to the back of the van and enthusiastically
said to Jim Duffecy, ‘‘Jim, this is wonderful!’’ At the
conclusion of the indoor campaign a very generous offering
was taken up and handed over to the Team. In Ottawa, Len
Percival, who later joined the Canadian staff, made his first
contact with O.A.C.

In Chicago, Gavin Hamilton had arranged for the men to
stay at the Slavic Gospel Association’s Headquarters. Peter
Deyneka, the Director of the organization, had been helped
by O.A.C. in Sydney when he set up his Australian branch
and Peter had not forgotten this fellowship and now he
reciprocated. Gavin introduced Duffecy and Hartin to Bill
Gothard Senior who was leading the ministry of the Christian
Businessmen’s Committee Victory Center in downtown
Chicago’s Loop. It was Bill who introduced them to Earl
Anthony, a unique open air preacher, who conducted a great
program of open air meetings around the city under the
auspices of the Christian Businessmen’s Committce each
Summer. Bill Gothard allowed O.A.C. to use the C.B.M.C.
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and next time he quoted it I would jam it down his throat”’
(in those days Lou was a champion wrestler in his unit and he
was capable of doing this physically as well as figuratively!)

“‘I contacted my father and he mailed me a Bible but it was
in Shakespeare’s English and I couldn’t understand it. I
wrote back home and asked for a modern English version.
Just prior to the next Bible arriving in the mail an experience
on mid watch had prompted me to desire to know God if
there was a God who could be known.”’

““When the Bible arrived in the barracks it appeared to be a
box of candy so all the fellows gathered around for their part
of the goodies. Imagine their reaction and my embarrassment
when it was opened up and a Bible appeared ‘Finney’s gonna
get religion’ *’ they taunted.

“With a certain reverence and a respect for a maternal
grandmother who had a genuine Christian testimony and I
knew was praying for me, I began reading the Bible. By the
reading of the first Chapter of Genesis I was convinced that
there was a God and | was no longer an atheist. When I read
the story of the Flood and I saw how God killed all those
people, I knew that if I had lived then God would have killed
me because I was as bad as them and I hated the God I had
come to believe about. | almost threw the Book away but I
read on and I saw that after Noah came out of the Ark after
the world was destroyed he made an altar and offered a lamb
on it. | immediately saw that this was a picture of what Christ
would do at Calvary and 1 now loved the God I had just
begun to hate. My heart was filled with gratitude for the
kindness and goodness of God and walking along the cliffs 1
was ecstatic in my heart. I didn’t know how to pray but I kept
repeating ‘Thank you God! Thank you God!’ ”’

‘I began reading the Bible regularly for myself and I used
to read it to the men in the barracks (no one said too much
more about Lou ‘getting religious’ because he was a bit too
strong looking!). I found that the Chaplain had a Bible study
and I enjoyed attending it. One day one of my Christian
friends told me ‘You know, Finncy, what has happened to
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you is what they call ‘being born again’. I told him ‘I don't
know what it is called but I sure know something has changed
me altogether! I stayed overtime in North Africa (my second
hitch) in order to be able to witness to my fellow servicemen
but finally 1 was sent home because another friend and I were
doing too much witnessing to suit Uncle Sam’s service set up!

On the West Coast 1 got linked up with a Servicemen'’s
Center and led a lot of men to Christ. When I was in New
England | saw a man preaching in the open air and I liked the
idea of it but he was so effeminate as he clutched his Bible to
his bosom as he testified. I asked God to help me to speak in
the open air but to do it like a man. 1 saw another open air
preacher sometime later and he impressed me positively.
When I returned to Chicago, my home town area, I began
working with the Victory Center there and Earl Anthony got
me going out into the open air with him. He did it with finesse
and I began to learn how to do it myself. Then Open Air
Campaigners from Australia came to Chicago!”’

Bryce Hartin had arrived in Chicago ahecad of the other
men, who had a campaign in Canton, Ohio en route to the
“Windy City”. Arriving on Wednesday the 19th of
September he immediately began making arrangements for
the setting up of O.A.C.’s second overseas branch,
C.B.M.C. invited him to use the Victory Center as an office
and with Child Evangelism Fellowship, became the official
sponsors of the organization. The U.S. authorities required
that a foreign set up should be guaranteed and these
organizations proved most helpful in O.A.C. becoming a
part of the Lord’s work in the United States.

With Bryce Hartin remaining in Chicago to establish the
U.S.A. Open Air Campaigners, Duffecy, Mclnnes and
Wardlaw went on to New York City. Here they stayed in the
missionary home of the Hawthrone Gospel Church, New
Jersey, the first church were Jim Duffecy had preached when
first coming to U.S.A. from Britain in 1951. Pastor Herrmann
Braunlin made them welcome. Wall Street saw the
first meetings using an O.A.C. Gospel van and open airs were
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held elsewhere around the city plus services in various
churches in the area. It was a pleasure to renew friendship
with Pastor and Mrs. Niemoller who were visiting New York
City at this time. Bryce Hartin was using the new station
wagon provided by a generous offering from The People’s
Church, Toronto.

At this stage, the main aims of the team having been
accomplished, Muri Thompson, had returned to Canada and
Neil Gough to Australia. Returning to Chicago from the New
York area, with the van, the remaining three of the original
team finished their scheduled meetings, said farewell to Bryce
and Ruth Hartin and took the train to San Francisco via
Kansas City and began the long ship journey back to
Australia. The second overseas branch was launched.

In Australia, as the year drew to a close, the eyes of the
world were turned on Melbourne where the Olympic Games
were held. Visitors from many countries made Australia’s
second city their mecca. O.A.C. did not miss the
opportunities. A big staff team, strengthened by voluntary
workers and equipped with a fleet of Gospel vans, descended
on the city for simultaneous extended open air meetings in
key spots. *“You can’t win without Christ’’ posters appeared
all over the metropolis. It was a time of much soul winning.
Over 550 decisions for Christ were recorded.

With the establishment of the U.S.A. branch Canada was
now calling for a branch to open there.
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Canadian Branch Commences -
1957

It was pressure from Canada that finally brought Open Air
Campaigners to North America and indirectly to Europe. Dr.
Paul B. Smith in his book ‘“The Senders’’ says “‘It was my
great honor to speak at the convention of the Open Air
Campaigners in 1954, During my crusades in Australia I had
been impressed by their unique methods of doing open air
work in many places outside the normal churches. They
worked on the streets, at the beaches, in the factories, at
sporting events and so on. But they had developed open air
work into a very fine art. It was obvious that they had
enjoyed a success in this area that we in North America had
never achieved. At that one meeting [ urged some of them to
come to North America and show us how to do it. They
came. Now, for well over 20 years Open Air Campaigners
have been sending missionaries to Canada and U.S.A."”

Dr. Oswald J. Smith is a missionary statesman without a
peer. Dr. Paul Smith takes the lead from his honored father.
When we discussed a suitable place for the first O.A.C.
branch with Oswald Smith, Dr. Smith agreed that Chicago
would be a good place to commence the first branch of Open
Air Campaigners on the North American continent. Canada
needed O.A.C. too and Toronto would be a key city from
which to expand into the Dominion.

Before the original team left for U.S.A. and the
establishment of the Chicago Branch, an interim Committee
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was set up in Toronto. It was an earnest of the future O.A.C.
intentions for Canada. Within a year of this committee being
established, Bryce Hartin, who opened Chicago was back in
Toronto at their request to commence Canada’s first branch.
This was in 1957, It was this development which brought Les
Werry and Jim Duffecy to man Chicago in Mr. Hartin’s
place. The first visit of the 1956 team to Ottawa, Canada’s
capital, had activiated Len Percival and now this city became
a center of O.A.C. activity under Len’s leadership. He has
continued this ministry until the present time. Cyril Shontoff
found Christ in an open air meeting in Toronto and felt
God’s call to take the Gospel to Quebec, one of today’s
neediest French areas of the world. When Cyril saw an Open
Air Campaigner’s meeting he realized its potential to reach
the French. This began a long association with O.A.C. which
has continued until the present time. Annual visits to the
Gaspe Peninsular with an O.A.C. van has brought the Gospel
to many French-Canadians in their own language. At first,
great opposition was roused as the Message met with
resistance. It was literally a matter of taking your life into
your hands to do this kind of open air work in Quebec.
Finally Cyril Shontoff and his colleague Normand Gosselin
were thrown into jail briefly by the French authorities, simply
for preaching the Gospel in the open air. Times have
changed. After years of intense opposition from the
Authorities in the Province of Quebec, the restrictions have
eased considerably. The Roman Catholic Church has
softened its stance in recent years and Quebec is now a wide
open door to open air preaching.

In 1978, a branch was opened in Montreal. Normand
Gosselin, the French-Canadian who had worked in a
voluntary capacity with Cyril Shontoff in earlier years, took
charge of this branch. For the first two years, Normand was
able to take 5 months leave from his job, and devote it fully
to Open Air Evangelism. In 1980, Normand became a full-
time worker, and has the opportunity of working in many of
the city parks and in strategic locations in Downtown
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Montreal during the lunch-hours and in the evenings.
Because of the two distinct cultures within the Dominion of
Canada, Open Air Campaigners has become of necessity
truly bi-linqual.

Actually Canada became the first O.A.C. branch where the
Gospel is regularly preached in another language but English
- although from time to time in New Zealand the Maori
language was used in preaching. Now the Gospel is
proclaimed by O.A.C. evangelists in many tongues in a
growing number of countries throughout the world.

Bryce Hartin established a regular Sunday night open air
meeting on Toronto’s Yonge Street right in the center of the
City. This open air has always been a successful one. Like the
Goulburn Street meeting in Sydney it has always attracted a
good crowd of listeners and many remarkable cases of
conversion to Christ have been recorded here. Bryce and
Ruth Hartin, right from the beginning of their ministry in
Canada, set a good standard. Bryce had already launched
three other successful branches - South Australia,
Wellington, New Zcaland and Chicago, U.S.A. and as he
had done with these branches, he established a strong
foundation of prayer support and practical interest in the
Canadian work. 111 health made Bryce return to Australia in
1961. He and Ruth stayed long enough to settle Norman and
Shirley Wyman in before they left. With the coming of Norm
Wyman to direct the Canadian Branch, four O.A.C. converts
had now initiated the O.A.C. thrust into North America.
Bryce Hartin, Les Werry and Jim Duffecy, like Norm, had
found Christ through the ministry of Open Air Campaigners.

The Wymans built firmly on the four years of previous
ministry. The corner of Yonge and Gould Streets in the
center of downtown Toronto became the focal point of the
regular Sunday evening open air services. In 1962 a Hammond
organ was introduced to this meeting. It was owned and
played by Mr. Henry Cannemeyer, a fine Dutch Christian
who had been a former Voluntary worker in Christchurch,
New Zealand. In 1964, because of the advent of the Yonge
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The Second 0.A.C. International Conference was held in Canada, Delegates visit
the People’s Church in Toronto.



At Yonge and Gould Streets, the regular Sunday evening meeting until
the move to the Eaton Centre.

Norm Wyman in action,



Street Mall when five blocks of Yonge Street was blocked off
to vehicular traffic, a portable platform was introduced. In
recent years, this type of platform has been improved upon in
other international branches, and is the focal point of the
meeting now located on the corner of Yonge and Dundas Sts.

One evening at the Yonge and Gould meeting, Norm
Wyman had just concluded the regular Sunday evening
meeting. Over against the Bank window, a number of the
workers were counseling enquirers. Amongst them, one of
the girls was speaking with a well dressed woman. A man in
his late thirties or early forties approached Norm and told
him how he had been a missionary to the Indian people in
Northern Ontario. However, his wife had left him and
disallusioned, he had left the mission field to search for her.
His faith was at a low ebb, but he seemed to be greatly
encouraged as they shared the Word of God and prayed
together. Norm was able to show him that God was sovereign
and could be relied upon to work out his problems. Then,
from the back of the meeting came the voluntary worker and
the well dressed lady whom she had just led to Christ. This
was obvious from the great smile and the tear stained face.
The missionary turned and looked straight into the face of
the wife whom he had been seeking. What a joy it was for
Norm to see them walk arm in arm across the street reunited
in their marriage and now united in the faith.

From the earliest days the Executive Council has been the
backbone of O.A.C. Canada. Genial Bruce Fogarty, as
chairman, has the work in his blood. Don Magee, like Bruce,
has his roots from the earliest days. Tom Swan who in 1979
became Chairman of Open Air Campaigners International
has served the organization well. Bill Muzzey, an ardent
airman, with others, are partners with the Wymans in
Council matters.

The Canadian Executive Council began to feel the need for
expansion and had made a goal of a man and a van in every
strategic city in Canada. It was the vision of the Council to
bridge Canada and one of the most important pylons should
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announced. When Norm had left the Queensland work for
the fulltime staff in Sydney, Brian had just arrived in
Brisbane from New Zealand, and took Norm’s place as
Voluntary workers Superintendent. They had never met.
Brian is now on the faculty at P.B.I. and has become a tower
of strength in the organization of these annual Seminars, as
well as in the recruiting of some of the fine Staff members
who joined the work after graduating from Prairie Bible
Institute. Three graduates of both P.B.I. and the O.A.C.
Training Seminar, Russ O’Neill, John Tomkow and Ross
Conwell have been added to Canada’s O.A.C. Staff.

Open Air Campaigners has always maintained that those
who pray and pay to make the outreach possible - the
supporters and friends of the work - are a vital part of the
overall team. O.A.C. Canada has a unique group of people
who stand behind the ministry. Norm Wyman’s publicity
with its warm sharing of the ministry with those who pray
and give, has had no small part in building this fellowship.
Shirley Wyman as office secretary, and always busy, still
takes time to write little notes of thanks on the gift receipts.
This human touch has not escaped the notice of Canada’s
supporters - they know that they belong. Right back there in
the early days of the beginning of Australia’s third branch in
Queensland, Shirley Wyman, first of all in an important
position with the U.S. Navy and then in as secretary to the
Sales Manager of an automobile dealer’s office, then in
O.A.C. offices in Brisbane, Sydney and Toronto, has given
herself without stint to forwarding the ministry which she
knows without a doubt is the Lord’s work. No evangelist on
the staff of Open Air Campaigners ever felt more called to
the ministry than Shirley feels called to keeping the wheels
turning in the office.

Not long after Bryce Hartin had left for Australia, Norm
Wyman had a telephone call from a lady who had recently
lost her husband. She had real spiritual needs, and Norm was
able to help her in council over the telephone. Along with
Shirley, they met her on several occasions. On one such visit,
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she told them the story of how she first became interested in
Open Air Campaigners. One cold, snowy day in the winter of
1958, she was visiting her sister in Toronto. As she was
looking through the window an O.A.C. Gospel van stopped
in front of the house. She was impressed with the smartly
lettered text on the side and the motto ‘‘Witnessing for Christ
by all means, everywhere.”” As a result she was able to
effectively witness to her sister. However, what impressed her
more was to see the evangelist, who happened to be Bryce
Hartin, open a package of sandwiches and a thermos of
coffee. She said ‘‘So many people would be in a restaurant,
especially on a day like this - that organization is worthy of
my support.”’’ She became a firm supporter of the work, and
presented her late husband’s car to the organization for the
use of the director.

Normand Gosselin likes to take part in a top priority part
of O.A.C.’s task - training church teams. A Montreal Pastor
wanted such a team among his church members. He wanted
to reach out in order to get the lost in. He knew that there is
no follow up method more successful than this O.A.C.
philosophy - train them in the church - take them outside the
church - and bring the converts from the open air meetings
into the church. This pastor had a fellow-minister friend who
he invited to his church seminar being conducted by
Normand Gosselin. The other minister had been unimpressed
by open air preaching as he had formerly seen it so he
attended the open air meetings after each period of training
lectures with some reservations. Unbeknown to him a man
sat listening in a pickup truck at every one of the five
Saturdays the open air meetings were held. One Saturday the
reluctant pastor walked over and gave him a tract. It had his
church’s address on it. Imagine his surprise, one Sunday soon
after, to see this man come with his family to his service. He
continued to attend the church and as a result he and the
whole family came to Christ. Up to the present some seventy
outsiders have come to church and a number of them have
been saved and all because of an O.A.C. training seminar and
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a church team getting into action as a result of it,

The face of the city of Toronto underwent changes in the
late 70’s, forcing the main meeting to re-locate in the summer
of 1980. The T. Eaton Company of Canada had built a
wonderful new complex just a block south of Yonge and
Gould, which had by then become the street bisecting the
great Tyerson Technical Institute and no longer usable as the
effective location it had been for 22 years. This new spot on
the corner of Yonge and Dundas Streets proved to be much
better than the previous one, with much wider sidewalks and
far better accoustics. Larger crowds were in evidence, and the
staff found that it was equally as good for Friday and
Saturday meetings, which then became a regular feature of
the program in 1982.

The same thing happened in the up-town area. Just one
block from where the work first commenced at the old
People’s Church. The Hudson’s Bay Company built a similar
complex, and on the wide side walk with steps that lead into
an office block where many people sit for lunch-hour the
Staff workers hold meetings on weekdays sometimes from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Beach meetings are held on the lakeshore each
Sunday afternoon as well as in parks and playgrounds round
the city. Factory and Construction workers are reached
regularly. Toronto is truly a great open air city in spite of the
extreme cold of a Northern winter.

Norman and Shirley Wyman originally went to Canada for
one year to relieve Bryce Hartin but they have now been there
for 21 years and they are glad that they have! 1982 marked
O.A.C. Canada’s Silver Anniversary. God has been working
through O.A.C. in the Land of the Maple Leaf.
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On the return trip back to Australia by the liner
“‘Oronsay’’ the three remaining members of the team enjoyed
traveling from Auckland, New Zealand to Sydney with the
Dr. Edwin Orr evangelistic party. This party which included
Corrie Ten Boom had just completed a very fruitful visit to
the both Islands of the Dominion.

The welcome home was on Friday, January 18th, 1957.
The next day the returned staff men attended a council
meeting and on Monday the annual staff conference was held
at Mt. Tabor, the O.A.C. conference center in the Blue
Mountains.

It was an unusual conference. Staff conferences have been
a very important part of Open Air Campaigners for close on
fifty years. The philosophy of the organization shows out in
this annual gathering of the staff and Council for prayer.
Bible ministry and planning for the year ahead. The national
Council is composed of area directors and businessmen in
order to provide balance in the administration of the
evangelical outreach. The Council encourages the staff to lay
out their plans and to discuss them in an attitude of prayer
and fellowship then to bring them to the Council meeting for
final approval. In this way all of the staff are intimately
involved in the programs of evangelism but the enthusiasm of
evangelists is tempered by the wisdom of those trained in
business administration. It is a good balance. Everyone
works in unity each being willing to play his part in the
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organization’s program for the advancement of the Kingdom
of God.

But this was an unusual conference. It commenced on
Monday morning and by Wednesday evening after three days
of discussion nothing concrete had been decided. In the past
when men were suggested to fill new positions as a result of
the advancement of the ministry, the staff would willingly fit
in to the overall pattern but this time no unanimity seemed to
be apparent. It was not a matter of men being unwilling nor
was there any disunity in the deliberations. There just seemed
to be an uncertainty in the whole conference as if some
overall unifying element was missing. Bryce Hartin had
written asking for another man to carry on the Chicago
branch because the interim committee set up in Toronto
before the team had left Canada were pushing for the work to
now open there. In the discussion on this it had been decided
that Mr. Hartin should be notified that no one was available
at present to meet the request.

On Thursday morning a dramatic change came over the
whole conference. George Bremner, the New Zealand
Director who was representing the first overseas branch,
dropped a verbal bomb. ‘‘After listening for three days to our
discussions’’ George said ‘‘I wonder when we are going to
think internationally. We have received a request for help
from our U.S. representative and we have decided to refuse
his request. We have become an international organization
and I want to now suggest that we think internationally. I
suggest that our General Director, Les Werry and his family
and our Field Director, Jim Duffecy and his family proceed
to Chicago as soon as possible!’’

The atmosphere became electric. George had not expected
that the staff would take easily the suggestion that Australia
should lose their two top men with one stroke. The
immediate reaction was for everyone to begin talking at the
one time. Les Werry was chairing the session and sensing the
contention that was about to break out he said ‘“Don’t let us
discuss the matter now. Let us get down on our knees and ask
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the Lord what He thinks about the whole matter!”’ For half
an hour or more the Lord’s face was sought by the staff.

Jim Duffecy had, over and over again, on the return
journey back from America, praised God that he had not had
to stay in U.S.A. Now the Spirit of God reminded him that
many years before at Katoomba a Christian Life Convention,
in those same Blue Mountains, he had promised the Lord
that he would go anywhere that the Lord directed him to.
Now the Lord said ‘‘You thought that it might be China in
those days, now it is America!”’ Les Werry called the meeting
together again and made the announcement *‘I am willing to
go to Chicago!”’ Duffecy said the same.

The next days were different. Now everything fell into
place. Frank Mclnnes accepted the position of Australian
Director and Reg Werry agreed to replace him in Queensland.
Already Dick Hall had taken Bryce Hartin’s place as South
Australian Director. The wording of the minute that covered
the new United States situation was ‘‘Les Werry and Jim
Duffecy are to proceed to U.S.A. to set up American
headquarters for international development.’”” The Council
Meeting which followed endorsed this intention. It was not
intended to make U.S.A. the international headquarters, but
the Australian staff and Council recognized the position of
the United States as the foremost missionary country of the
world and saw the possibility of O.A.C. expanding world-
wide with U.S.A. as a key country which would springboard
such a move. The General Director and Field Director were to
spend a period of three years in America.

The next few months were periods of confirmation of the
move. The finance for the trip came in. This in itself was no
small thing, for the two families who were to go to Chicago
consisted of twelve people. In those days the waiting list to
obtain berths to U.S.A. could be eighteen months. The party
needed to leave by July and it was the end of January when
the decision to go was made. As the weeks went by and
nothing was heard from the shipping line after the original
bookings were made, the O.A.C. travel agent walked into the
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Orient Line office on a Friday afternoon to enquire what the
prospects were of the tickets becoming available. The Orient
agent replied ‘‘We have a waiting list as long as your arm. It is
Friday and I’m leaving for a month’s vacation today.’’ Just
then the phone rang and the Orient man picked it up saying
““Wait a moment!’’ He talked a few minutes and then turned
to the disappointed travel man. ‘‘That was a cancellation of
twelve berths - if you had left I would have had to keep you
on the waiting list. Now I can let you have all the berths you
need!”’

Dr. Edwin Orr, famous for his world ministry on revival,
spoke at the farewell rally. He exhorted that large audience of
O.A.C. supporters to see the need of O.A.C.’s ministry
expanding into countries all over the world. At the
conference in January, Les Werry had shown a map with the
world divided into areas of need where O.A.C. should be but
his vision was still far ahead of the supporters of those days.
1t is true that Open Air Campaigners would never have
become a world organization unless Les Werry had seen the
vision of such a possibility.

The party of twelve pioneers were accommodated as far
down and as far back in the stern of the big ship’s hold but
they were glad to be aboard. It seemed to them that they had
been given the job of taking care of the propellers and they
soon became so used to the noise of their relentless
revolutions day after day, without respite, that when
““Oronsay’’ was in port for two days at San Francisco, the
deafening silence kept them awake that night!

The long train journey to Chicago commenced on
Thursday August 1st 1957 and on Saturday the group arrived
at their destination. Right back in 1952 Jim Duffecy had
spoken at Chicago’s West Suburban Bible Church and this
contact with Pastor Joe Hanscom and Melva, his attractive
and dedicated wife, decided the area where the two families
would settle. The Werrys went to Lombard where another
special friend, Rev. Ralph Uhlinger, pastored the Lombard
Bible Church. Bryce Hartin, who had now gone North to
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open the first Canadian branch, had conducted a very fruitful
ministry in a number of Chicago churches and established a
bridgehead of friendly ministers who wanted to see Open Air
Campaigners firmly established in America. Ralph Uhlinger
was one of these.

Vale Wright, Garth Russell and Marion Keyser were at the
Union Station in Chicago to take the Werrys and Duffecys to
a motel. On that day no one could have foreseen that Vale’s
son Paul Wright would years afterward become the husband
of Lynne Duffecy who was then seventeen years old. Dr. Paul
Wright is now a member of the faculty of the Columbia Bible
College Graduate School in South Carolina. Businessman
Stan Werry had generously supplied the team with enough
money to keep them going for six months according to
Australian standards but with the necessity of purchasing a
reliable second hand station wagon for Les and Jim to get
around for meetings and the higher cost of living this
donation lasted for six weeks. The Fall was advancing and the
Winter was ahead and no meetings were booked. Humanly
speaking the outlook was grim but good friends rallied to
their help. The way accommodation was obtained is a story in
itself.

Joe Hanscom called together a group of esteemed ministers
who, after examining the O.A.C. men ordained them to the
ministry. They had come to U.S.A. by faith, on a year’s
workers visa (the wives and children on a six months term)
after this they would have to leave. Ordination allowed them
to become permanent residents. Bill Gothard Senior made
the necessary connections with a friendly immigration officer
and the first big hurdle to a permanent work being
established was overcome. Ralph Uhlinger had a campaign
arrangement with Rev. Maurice Irvin of the C & MA church
of Lexington, Kentucky but he asked Maurice if Werry and
Duffecy could come instead. This began a frienship with the
Irvins and Maurice’s brother-in-law Rev. Ed Smillie which has
grown over the years. Later the story will be told of the
meeting with Keith and Evamarie Rudkin at the church
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Lunch hour meetings in the early days at Wall St. New

York City.

Art Williams instructs students at the Annual Moody Bible Institute Seminar,
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in Lexington which would be the forerunner to the
establishment of Germany, the first overseas branch out of
U.S.A.

The Annual Fair at York, Pennsylvania had provided a
unique opportunity for evangelism through the York Gospel
Center of which Ralph Boyer was the pastor. For many years
a tent was erected in the fairgrounds and preachers and
singing groups were invited to join with the church in
providing an attractive soulwinning program which drew
hundreds of people under the sound of the Gospel. Ralph
Boyer had used the 1953 team in his church, now he invited
the O.A.C. men to the Fair. Here the illustrated sketchboard
talks became a magnet to fill the tent. Whereas before, the
preaching had always been of very brief duration,
sandwiched between musical numbers, the board now
attracted packed tents of audiences for half an hour.
Invitations to receive Christ, instead of driving the crowds
away, saw many respond to committment. It was at York
Fair that a fine musical group called ‘‘The Voice of the Hills”
under the leadership of Byrl and Alice Sessions became
impressed with the possibility of what could be done through
O.A.C. Byrl knew that the way was going to be hard for the
new organization and he did a unique thing - shared his
mailing list with them. Like the others mentioned, the Sessions
to this day have stood behind Open Air Campaigners and
have lived to see its growth and acceptation in U.S.A. Pastor
C. Jack Orr, of Harmony Grove Community Church, one of
Ralph Boyer’s team, was introduced to O.A.C. in those early
days and is another stalwart friend of the work.

Lou Finney saw the challenge of O.A.C. too and right
from the first Summer of operation he was regularly on the
scene in Chicago. When a preaching vehicle was needed he
made additions to his pickup truck so that it could be used on
State Street for regular evening meetings. When the second
winter came, Lou had not been seen for awhile but as Les and
Jim were campaigning at the Vincent’s home church in
Kansas City and preaching for Dr. Walter Wilson of blessed
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from that same platform. In the years to come, Lou Finney,
first as a voluntary worker, than as the first U.S.A. evangelist
and afterwards the U.S. Director was to develop (and
improve upon) these preaching aids and provide Open Air
Campaigners with tools in the form of equipped vans,
efficient sketchboards and other things which are still the
backbone of the United States branches to this day.

Bron Carlisle served for a short time on the New Zealand
staff but had returned to secular work while continuing to
give all his spare time to working with the Campaigners. Les
Werry felt that Bron and Nessie’s potential was not being
tapped and he invited them to Chicago as U.S. staff members.
This was a move that the years were going to endorse as being
directly of God.

On the Carlisles answering the call and settling in to the
new opportunities Les Werry was able to give himself to the
very necessary work of administering the new branch. Bron
took the place Les had formerly occupied with Jim Duffecy
in conducting campaigns in various U.S. states. It was
becoming more and more evident that more and more
Christians were going to have to be introduced to O.A.C. and
show their support for the ministry to see it grow and expand.

As a singing group Bron and Nessie really reached people’s
hearts. Bron is a quiet man until he gets onto a Gospel van
platform or into a church pulpit - then he is a God oriented
Messenger with a message from the Lord Himself. Dr. Lee
Robeson of the famous Highland Park Baptist Church and
Tennessee Temple University in Chattanooga was impressed
with Open Air Campaigners right from the beginning. He
calls them ‘‘Missionaries to America.”” Bron’s famous
sermon on ‘‘The Forgotten Ministry’’ so moved the students
in a Temple Chapel service that the O.A.C. men were
embarrassed when students began asking when courses on
open air work would be incorporated in the curriculum. It
has been indeed rewarding to see the way Dr. Robeson and
Drs. Faulkner and Robinson have stood with O.A.C. over
the years. This year an annual seminar in open air evangelism
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has become a part of Temple University’s Summer School.

One of the students of those early Temple days was a young
man named Art Williams. He and his wife Peggy were going
as missionaries to France when the door was obviously closed
to them. Art remembered the challenge that Carlisle and
Duffecy had brought to him at Temple. A week’s campaign
with Jim Duffecy in Blackwood Terrace, New Jersey with
Pastor Ed LaRue opened his eyes to the potential of a vital
open air ministry. Here he had seen Duffecy at work in
various kinds of open air meetings, meetings that were very
ordinary from Jim Duffecy’s point of view. On the way back
to Wheaton where the O.A.C. office was now located, Art
had some searching questions for the then North American
Director. By this time Les Werry, disappointed by the
slowness in catching the vision of the overseas ministry of his
Australian colleagues had resigned and returned to Australia
and Lou Finney was now leading the United States Branch.
Before his departure Jim had been appointed to the
responsibility of keeping an overall eye on both Canada and
U.S.A. He was sitting beside Art Williams in the Gospel van
as they travelled East and he was relaxing in the fellowship
that they were having together. ‘‘This open air work is either
the biggest thing in the world’’ said Art Williams ‘‘or it is the
biggest washout in the world - you think it is the biggest thing
in the world, don't you?”’ Duffecy agreed that he did.
“Well”’ continued the questioner *‘if it is the biggest thing in
the world why isn’t the church doing it?’’ The query came
with the force of a bomb. Jim Duffecy just answered *‘I don’t
know!’’ Later Art Williams told Duffecy just how amazed he
was at that answer ‘‘Here you were, the North American
Director of an international organization, and you didn’t
know the answer to a question like that!’’ Jim told him that
at that time he was not thinking of himself as the top man of
O.A.C. in North America - he had just answered the question
as one Christian to another. This incident was to have its echo
some years later,

Art Williams joined the O.A.C. staff originally to lead the
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Chicago branch but his plans were disrupted when God told
him that He had a job for him to do in the New York area.
Don Avigliano went to open the Los Angeles Branch. Don
was a meticulous man in every way and his work in the City
of the Angels is still looked on as a standard for all O.A.C.
branches. Wes Dunn with the help of his talented wife Belva,
a world champion steel guitarist, has carried on the tradition
for excellence which Don initiated. Wes and Belva have had a
most fruitful ministry in the City. Russ Hodder, graduate of
Talbot Seminary is a valuable member of the team. The
Dunns are outstanding tennis umpires and many world stars
know Wes on a first name basis. Billy Jean King prefers
Belva to umpire her matches when she is in Los Angeles. On
one occasion Australian champions Rod Laver and Roy
Emerson were matched against a pair of tough competitors.
A point was given against them and Emerson, not liking it,
began to swear. Rod Laver replied sharply and loudly ‘‘Cut it
out! That’s Wes who’s umpiring this game!’’ ‘‘Sorry Wes!”’
Roy said. If Wes Dunn said the ball was out - it was - and that
settled it.

Solomon was a Jewish paper seller and he didn’t like Wes
preaching so regularly on Hollywood Boulevard and he was
continually interrupting the meetings and telling Wes so. One
night Sol called out ‘“‘Good evening Brother Wes!”’ ‘“What’s
that you just said Sol? - I’'m not your brother, you know
that!”’ ““Oh yes! I am, Brother Wes, I’ve now taken Jesus as
my Messiah!”’ was the paper seller’s reply. And he had!
Another night Sol interrupted again ‘‘Sorry to stop you Wes
but I’m just on the way to the hospital to talk to my father
about the Lord Jesus Christ. Please pray that he will see Him
as his Messiah like I have!”’ Wes Dunn likes these kinds of
interruptions!

When Lou Finney took over the leadership of the work a
big event took place soon afterwards. John Barrier and Lou
were good friends and a mutual friend, Arthur Cole, invited
them to make their home with him in his fine house at
Wheaton, Illinois where the U.S. Headquarters had now
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been set up. Arthur was a lawyer and had first become
interested in the O.A.C. ministry when he attended a one day
seminar at Pastor Bernard (‘‘Barney’’) LeRoy’s church in La
Grange. (‘‘Barney’’ had invited O.A.C. to conduct a
campaign at his growing church and he became a special
friend of the organization and was until the day of his death.
Lou is now married to Judy, one of ‘‘Barney’’ and Clarice
LeRoy’s daughters). One day Arthur Cole put a deposit on
five new Volkswagons to be used in the expanding branches
of the U.S. ministry. It was a real step forward but it almost
turned out to be too much too soon. Lou had to do a lot of
extra work as a carpenter while still guiding the organization.
He worked until he paid those vans off.

John Barrier a Wheaton College graduate and a trained
Navigator joined the staff and as well as his other ministeries
in the open air, put together U.S.A. O.A.C.’s first follow up
program. As in all other branches of O.A.C. International a
good follow up system is the backbone of the work. John
Barrier is another of the early friends of O.A.C. He has been
the Chairman of the National Council for some years now.
Bill Frykman, later President of Scripture Press, rendered
sterling service for many years as the first U.S. Chairman,

Arthur Cole’s garage became a hive of industry as the
ministry moved forward. Fiberglass van canopies were
introduced by Finney in his first experiments but the present
light but substantial canopies in use today grew out of these
early ones. Keith Rudkin is a specially gifted handyman and
he was around in those days prior to going to open the
German Branch. I had warned Jan Aldous who designed the
prototype of today’s U.S. canopies that when the Americans
got the idea they would incorporate a push button to raise the
canopy mechanically. Keith Rudkin has done just that in
Germany! A small built-in electric motor does eliminate the
canopy lever!

The evolution of the Gospel van from the bulky sleeper
type models of the twenties is a most interesting development.
New Zealand has built sixteen foot long aluminum trailer-
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type vans. These were developed for fairgrounds but are
especially useful at parks and open space areas. They are
brightly illuminated with attractive colored lights and an
electronic organ and amplified musical instruments are
standard equipment on them. Australia uses a more compact
trailer. The roof and one side as one piece stand erect, hinged
on the permanent side and springing into place when needed
making an excellent preaching platform with lights and a
sketchboard and a built-in movie screen. Again a ‘““Thomas”’
organ is included. A small generator provides power to
operate all the equipment and illumination on both these
trailer versions. Vans in the New York area have a swiveling
canopy and a platform which can be used on both sides of the
vans for one way streets. These vehicles use the overhead
canopy as a screen and the platform has a built-in mirror
under it for projecting Gospel movies. The projector operates
from an inverter from the inside of the van. This arrangement
is ideal in housing projects when audiences often number
more than five hundred listeners with the children seated on
canvas sheets and teenagers and adults standing in a half
circle around the van. The amplifier system is accommodated
in the canopy. O.A.C. equipment for open air meetings is as
well designed as these vehicles and as simple as the portable
sketchboards and preaching platforms. All the equipment
operates simply and without set up delays.

Training seminars in open air evangelism expanded from
one day sessions to the present three weeks Summer School
format. Moody Bible Institute summer seminars have now
been regular fixtures for almost twenty years. When Dr.
Coder was Dean he told Jim Duffecy ‘‘Please help us to get
back our emphasis on open air evangelism’’. (Moody
originated the horse drawn and then the motorized Gospel
wagon). We are being told that open air evangelism is not
workable these days with traffic problems and other civic
restrictions. It worked in Philadelphia where we regularly
gathered good audiences and were able to reach them for
Christ.”
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Moody, Prairie and Temple give substantial credit hours to
all graduates from the O.A.C. courses, considering that such
a wide area of evangelism is covered by these classroom
lectures and actual participation in open air meetings that all
Christian workers, including missionaries and ministers
would benefit greatly from this instruction. Ed Lowe who has
led the Chicago Branch for many years is a Moody graduate
and so is Cathy, his wife. An excellent liaison with the
Institute exists and year round teams from Moody of nearly
one hundred students find their Practicl Work assignment
with O.A.C. Ed now heads up the national training program.
The Moody Seminar has added John and Sue Cutlip and
Chris and Barbara Schroeder to the New York-New Jersey
staff. George Naggy joined the New York team soon after the
work commenced there and has been a shining example of
stick-ability in his ministry on New York streets.

The Bible Institute of Los Angeles, connected with O.A.C.
through its valuable correspondence courses from earliest
days, supply the Los Angeles Branch with regular teams.
Washington Bible College has a strong advocate for Open Air
Campaigners in the person of their Missions Director Dr.
will Miller. Dr. Miller, a Scot, lived for many years in
Auckland, New Zealand where he had a successful medical
practice and spoke regularly at O.A.C. open air meetings.

Appointed to the staff of W.B.C. he immediately
contacted O.A.C. and instituted regular programs of training
in open air evangelism. Fred Kornis, Director of the
Baltimore-Washington Branch regularly works with W.B.C.
students. A Moody type annual seminar is planned for the
future at the request of Mr. Miles long time President of the
College. Bob Ewerth, Philadelphia Director, is a graduate of
the College.

Philadelphia O.A.C. is close to the Fort Washington U.S.
headquarters for the Worldwide Evangelistic Crusade
(founded by C. T. Studd) and missionary candidates are all
required to work with O.A.C. on Philadelphia streets. David
Wilson of the Overseas Ministries O.A.C. U.S.A. and Sowers
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Representative has conducted some worthwhile Sowers
Seminars here in preparation for missionaries going out to
Third World Countries.

As already stated Bron Carlisle’s ‘‘Forgotten Ministry”’
was preached to Columbia Bible College’s students. Mr.
Hatch immediately confided in Bron ‘‘Mr. Carlisle, we have
been praying for some time for the Lord to show us a vital
evangelical outreach for our students. This is just what we
need. Can O.A.C. send us a man to teach an open air course
here at C.B.C.?”’ Bron protested that the shortage of staff
made this impossible at present. ‘‘Mr. Carlisle, would you
come to Columbia yourself?’’ Bron prayed about it and for
10 years he lectured at C.B.C. as an O.A.C. staff man and a
joint member of the faculty influencing many future
missionaries who are now ministering in the mission fields of
the world. Al and Frances Collins with headquarters at
Orangeburg S. Carolina are still evangelizing in and around
Columbia, South Carolina’s capital city. John and Pearl
Prince have a good ministry to migrant workers in Indiana.
Charles Phelps leads the Minneapolis-St. Paul Branch.
““Chuck’’ met O.A.C. when he was at Prairie Bible Institute
and was immediately turned on by what he saw could be
accomplished by the program. For many years now he has
been making a marked impression on Minneapolis, St. Paul
and the surrounding districts. His civic association with the
City as a Police Chaplain has opened many varied and
unusual doors. Mike Malszycki is ‘‘Chucks’’ right hand man.

Around the time of Art Williams’ call to the New York
area Jim Duffecy had already responded to the pressure of
Dr. Stephen Olford and Rev. Paris Reidhead to open an
Open Air Campaigners Branch in New York City during the
World’s Fair of 1964-65. The Duffecys returned to Australia
for a six months furlough in 1962 after their first period in the
U.S.A. It is interesting to note that the initial stay in the
States was to be for a three year period! This World’s Fair
invitation extended this to a further few years which has now
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grown to a quarter of a century. On returning to U.S.A. the
Duffecy’s settled in Glen Rock, New Jersey attending
Hawthorne Gospel Church where Herrmann Braunlin is
Pastor. It was the first church Jim preached in when he first
came to the States in 1952. Seminars in key parts of the New
York area were held to prepare churches for Fair witnessing.
It was at one of these training sessions that Art Williams was
interrupted by Jim Duffecy right in the middle of his lecture
while ninety people were listening. ‘‘Open air work is either
the greatest thing in the world or the biggest washout in the
world”’ Duffecy interjected. “’If it is the biggest thing in the
world like it seems you believe-WHY ISN'T THE CHURCH
DOING IT?” Art had realized what was coming and stood
there patiently until the interruption was over ‘‘Friends’’ he
said “‘this is the question | asked him soon after I first met
O.A.C. His answer was ‘I don’t know’ and I'm afraid after
spending a few years now on the staff as an evangelist I have
to say ‘I DON’T KNOW!’ ' There was a burst of laughter
from the audience. Art Williams’ obvious enthusiasm for
open air preaching had captivated their interest and there was
hardly any need to ask whether he believed in the ministry!

The Annual Christian Life Convention inaugurated by Dr.
Stephen Olford adopted O.A.C. as their outreach and
seminars and open air meetings were held in association with
the Convention. On the last evening, opportunity was always
given to present a short slide session when fast processed
pictures of. meetings actually conducted during the week of
the Convention were shown prior to an offering being taken
for the week. Mr. A. M. Kinney a Cincinnati businessman
was present at one of these early sessions and he was so
impressed with what he saw of O.A.C. in action that he saw
to it in the future that he and his wife had a substantial part in
the ongoing of the work. Three O.A.C. vehicles came out of
that 10 minutes of slides. Jim Duffecy’s last van is a memorial
to Aldon Kinney senior and was donated by Elsie, his wife,
and Al, his son, who has followed in his father’s footsteps in
supporting O.A.C. generously.
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When Lou Finney felt the call to open a ministry in South
Africa (The South African government would not give
permission for an O.A.C. branch to commence there) Jim
Vine who had returned to America to complete extra studies
at Moody Bible Institute was asked to take over the
leadership of the United States work for a period of three
years. The Bi-Centennial Celebrations occurred during this
period and Jim was keen that the organization should take
every opportunity to reach as many as possible during these
days. Kevin Dyer of Literature Crusades and a member of the
U.S.A. Board of Reference produced an excellent souvenir
tract for the Centennial celebrations for distribution to the
crowds in key cities. Open Air Campaigners ordered many
thousands of these. Through Baltimore Director David
Wilson, working in association with Pocket Testament League
and Child Evangelism Fellowship and Washington Bible
College, an excellent decorative stage was erected, with official
sanction, right at the foot of the famous Washington
Monument in Washington, D.C. Here for seven weeks a vital
witness went on day by day. Kevin’s helpers had dressed in
Revolutionary period costume and these uniforms were
handed over to the O.A.C. staff after Dyer’s team left
Washington to make distribution at the Olympic Games in
Montreal. The effect of the evangelists being dressed in these
period costumes was tremendous and opened opportunities
for witnessing that nothing else would have done. This
outreach was one of the most effective that O.A.C. ever did.
Jim Vine stayed an extra year before returning with Grace and
the family to Australia.

Around this time a very big financial problem overtook the
U.S.A. work and for a time the ministry was in real jeopardy.
The Executive Committee resident in Wheaton did a
marvelous job of holding the line at this time. John Thorne as
Chairman and others, including ‘‘Mac”’ Correa, John Barrier
and Clayton Moore with cooperation from the staff steadied
the ship and brought the work through with flying colors. At
this time Ralph Coglianese became the Headquarters
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Grover testifies that in the first five years of his Newark
ministry he saw one person go into Bible College training - in
the next few years through association with O.A.C. close on
thirty were preparing for the ministry. For many years now
he has been a vital part of O.A.C.’s ministry serving
consistently on the New York - New Jersey Committee with
Henry Abbink, Ed Galenkamp, Al Nicholson and other
stalwarts who have been a part of Open Air Campaigners
U.S.A. from its early beginnings. Henry served as O.A.C.
Council Chairman and Chairman over a long period in the
New York - New Jersey committee. Ed Galenkamp and
Henry trace their first interest in the organization on that first
visit to U.S.A. in 1952. The Abbink family donated the first
New York Gospel van. The second van came from the
Galenkamp family.

One day Grover Willcox wrote a form letter to O.A.C.
prayer partners and supporters. It went something like this
“Don’t get involved with Open Air Campaigners - it can be
very costly! Our church became involved and up to the
present time it has cost us almost a quarter of a million
dollars. O.A.C. came to us and offered to help us at no cost
to us at all. They loaned us sketchboards they gave us paint
and paper and follow up materials - all free. They trained us
to do efficient open air meetings and as a result there is hardly
one person in our church which wasn’t saved in the open air
or introduced to our church through our going out to reach
them in the open air. The quarter of a million our fellowship
with Open Air Campaigners has cost us is the payment for
additions to our church building in order to accommodate
our larger congregation!”’

Thank you Grover! It is O.A.C.’s ambition to do just that
to a lot of other churches throughout the world!
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13

Australian Developments

The tree which the Lord had so obviously planted right
back in the days of E. P. Field, was continuing to grow. From
the early roots, the branches in Australia began developing,
then the branches reached out, first to New Zealand, then to
United States and afterwards to Canada. Open Air
Campaigners had gone international. Germany, England,
Italy and the Philippines were soon to blossom out too.

Gratitude for the pioneers who had brought the movement
into being was not lost in the new expansion. When O.A.C.,
New Zealand was first offered the right to form a separate
organization using the original techniques, the reply was
immediate. ‘“We want to be a part of more than fifty years of
a Christ centered open air evangelism.”” Lou Finney, who
became the first American to lead O.A.C.-U.S.A. said ‘]I
heard the stories about Roy Gordon, Wallie Guilford, Reg
Angus, George Wotherspoon and Morris Elder and this is
what became the main influence in bringing me into the work
- I wanted to be a part of an organization which produced
men like that - 1 wanted to be a part of such a team.”’ King
David said ‘‘I have a goodly heritage’” and new men who
would open new national branches in various countries felt
the same way as they looked back on the past and took their
coats off to the future.

The extension of the movement was not without it’s
growing pains. Three leaders were no longer in Australia.
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Werry, Duffecy and Hartin were heavily engaged in
consolidating the North American branches. Frank Mclnnes,
due to ill health, had to retire from the Australian leadership
within two years of being given this important task. Reg
Werry came down from Queensland to take his place.

Reg Werry has an amazing testimony of the Lord’s
preservation while he was a prisoner of war in Germany.
From being an active voluntary worker before the war he
joined the staff as a deputationalist then was given the
position of Director of Queensland where he did a very
worthwhile job especially in his evangelistic ministry.
Following Frank Mclnnes resignation and after his recovery,
Frank entered the Congregational ministry and jointly
exercised a significant role as a top Chaplain in the Army.
Reg took his place as Australian Director for a time but the
strain of the years in the concentration camp began to catch
up on him and he left for a less rigorous ministry with
Ambassadors for Christ. Bryce Hartin had returned from
Canada where his health had been impaired also and he went
into A.F.C. with Reg Werry. Norm Wyman had taken Reg
Werry’s place as a Field Representative and was doing a good
job. When the Council knew that the Hartins were returning
from Canada they asked Norm and Shirley if they would take
Bryce and Ruth Hartin’s place.

There were other pressures at this time which had a bearing
on these and other resignations O.A.C. has, on occasions,
gone through very troubled waters but God has shown His
approval of the fact that this ministry is a plant of His own
planting and preserved it. In an organization like O.A.C.
people of strong opinions come together.

After two years in U.S.A. Les Werry, as General Director,
called for an international conference. At the Staff
Conference before he had left for the States it had been
decided such an international get-together should be held,
but in Australia the reaction of the Executive was that it was
too soon for such a conference, Les Werry was very
disappointed about this and felt that a real international
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outlook would never come and he resigned. On returning to
Australia he joined the Australian Institute of Evangelism,
which later became Ambassadors for Christ Aust.

Australia was yet to catch up on the international outlook
and more time was needed to confirm the broader vision. The
next few years would see real progress in this direction.
Actually at this time a trading division of O.A.C. had just
been set up. It was called Stedfast Enterprises and was
controlled by the O.A.C. Council. Jim Vine was given 2 years
leave of absence from the staff in order to study at Moody
Bible Institute. On his return to Australia he brought a
“Thomas’’ electronic organ back with him for use in the
Victorian branch which Bryan Greenwood now directed. This
instrument proved a real asset, especially in country
campaigning. Later the Thomas Company approached
O.A.C. and suggested that they distribute these organs. It
was a quite inacceptable thought at first and then the
suggestion came that the profits could be used in
soulwinning. Control by the O.A.C. Council would assure
that all business would be conducted in a Christian fashion.
Bruce Meyers, who was the National Administrative
Secretary, also became the Manager of Stedfast Enterprises
and under his capable leadership the project prospered and
thousands of dollars were put into the Australian work and
many thousands more were dispersed to O.A.C. branches all
over the world. Australian staff salaries were never paid for
by Stedfast funds. Right from the beginning O.A.C. has been
a faith organization and each man on the staff has to trust
God for his support. The Stedfast plan was made public and
support continued to come in for the evangelists. By now the
overseas branches had grown so that Stedfast help was most
useful but it never clouded the faith principle of Open Air
Campaigners.

Under Les Werry’s leadership the Australian Institute of
Evangelism began to grow. Bill Cochrane was now associated
with him. In 1961 O.A.C. & A.lL.E. discussed a merger. Reg
Werry while still as Australian Director was hoping to see this
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come about. Both Councils met together to discuss® the
possibility. A new organization was to be launched called
Ambassadors for Christ and O.A.C. would be the open air
evangelism division of this ministry. Gradually the name
Open Air Campaigners would be dropped. Perhaps this was
the rock that the whole scheme foundered on because when
an O.A.C. full staff and council meeting investigated the new
move it was decided not to proceed with the proposals. Reg
Werry and Bryce Hartin joined the new organization. Rev.
Reg Wedd was appointed as New South Wales Director of
0O.A.C.

With the launching of Stedfast Enterprises, another bright
side of the Australian work at this time was the establishment
of an Open Air Campaigners training college for the
preparation of prospective staff candidates and others. Bob
Hogg handed over the leadership of the Victorian Branch in
Melbourne to Max Channon and at the invitation of the
Council took on the superintendency of the new effort.

Training was not a new venture with Open Air
Campaigners. Right from the days of Malcolm McOmish and
his weekly Bible Classes, then from the establishment of the
beach and park meetings by Wallie Guilford with the regular
Tuesday night training classes for the voluntary workers, the
organization has featured training as a priority. Voluntary
workers were not only trained in Sydney but from the
beginning the new branches in Victoria and Queensland had
their weekly instruction meetings. A very successful Training
Institute suggested by Les Werry was conducted in August
1955 by Jim Duffecy at the Sydney City Mission headquarters
for a two hour period each evening for 2 weeks. Les Werry
had also requested each member of the staff to prepare a
number of written out lectures on various aspects of open air
evangelism, thus O.A.C.’s first training manual was born.

Evangelist Bob Hogg prepared a set of new lectures to
cover a nine months college course. Many of these lectures
continue to be used to this present day in national branches
all over the world. Bob is a veteran open air preacher with a
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deep insight into the Biblical philosophy of the presentation
of the Gospel to boys and girls and men and women in the
open air. Mr. Hogg’s lectures and the original manual
became the outlines for the early seminars conducted in the
Chicago area and later Noel Gibson put them together with
ncw ones developed out of new experiences in new countries
soon after the first International Conference in February
1966 and a staff manual was given to each staff member in
the growing international team of O.A.C. evangelists.

The first two graduates of the Training College in Sydney
were Don Streton (who later took over the direction of the
Brisbane Branch from Jim Allan) and Alan Bailey who
succeeded Eric Richards (who had succeeded Dick Hall as
South Australian director, after his move back to Sydney.
Alan had found Christ under the God anointed preaching of
Dr. Hyman Appelman. His godly parents had rejoiced to see
their thoughtful son make this great decision.

The Bendigo area of Victoria, from where Alan hails, has a
rich background of Christian history. Charles Alexander of
the Chapman - Alexander Evangelistic Mission found Robert
Harkness his famous Gospel pianist, soloist and composer
there. The Stilwell family, Bendigo merchants, maintained a
strong Christian image there. Stacey Woods of Intervarsity
fame (I.V.F.) had his roots in this family and in the area too.
Lorraine Bailey Alan’s fine wife is a Stilwell and her
dedicated Christian life is deeply appreciated by him and by
all who know her. Alan Bailey’s leadership of the O.A.C. in
South Australia has followed O.A.C.’s reputation for
stability and soulwinning. His evangelistic fervour is matched
by his ability to write on the theological aspects of the
Gospel. Serious in demeanor Alan’s underlying humor is
expressed by an expert ability to communicate to crowds at
camping grounds, beaches and especially with teenagers at
High Schools.

With the loss of some experienced evangelists in Sydney a
bright spot was the revived interest of Evangelist Wyatt in the
work. Harold had been a voluntary worker and then a
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member of the staff of O.A.C. in the post war years. Now he
became a voluntary worker again. After a time Harold was
asked to lead the Goulburn Street open air meeting each
Sunday evening and to conduct the regular Tuesday evening
training class. He became responsible for leading the beach
and park meetings each Sunday afternoon too. Within a year
Harold Wyatt was invited onto the New South Wales
Committee and when Reg Wedd was given the position of
Federal Secretary in January 1963 Harold was appointed as
N.S.W. Director.

During Harold Wyatt’s time in office the voluntary work
was revived and men who had served with O.A.C. in former
years rejoined the evangelistic effort - Ken Werry, Broyce
Warner, Ted Hunt, Charles Stebbing, Ernie Newman, Les
Tattersall and others. The Parkes Branch was open by Ted
Watson, Laurie Wallace, Barry May, Jim Muir and
““‘Snowy’’ Royal joined the New South Wales staff,

Australia hosted the First International Conference during
February 2nd - 5th 1966. Representatives from New Zealand,
U.S.A. and Canada attended. It was held at Ebenezer in the
lovely historic Hawkesbury River area of New South Wales,
Jim Duffecy was elected at the first International Director for
the organization. Norman Wyman as Deputy Director, Bruce
Meyers as International Secretary and Bill Dalrymple as
Treasurer. Noel Gibson was in charge of the Wellington
Branch in New Zealand in those days. Since Reg Werry had
resigned from the position of Australian Director the
Australian Council had been praying and looking for a
replacement for this important position. During the
International Conference Noel had impressed many of the
Australian men especially by his obvious administrative and
preaching ability and in consultation with the New Zealand
Council an approach was made to Evangelist Gibson to take
the position of Australian Director.

Noel and Phyl Gibson with their daughters Adrienne,
Aureole and Yvonne arrived in Sydney on January 10th 1967.
Noel had been Field Director for New Zealand and
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Wellington Director for ten years and came to Australia witt
~a wealth of O.A.C. experience. Prior to this he had 12 year:
experience in Magistrate and Supreme courts in New Zealanc
working as a court reporter. He served for five years in the
Armed Forces during World War II and saw service in the
Pacific Islands and in the Royal New Zealand Air Force. He
is a well qualified writer having authored a variety of
children’s tracts and Gospel tracts. Moody publishes his
““The Answer in 20 Minutes’’ in their Acorn Series. Hundreds
of thousands of these were produced for the New York
World’s Fair outreach. ‘‘Konfused’’ is published by the
American Tract Society. He has recently written an excellent
training book covering all aspects of Open Air Campaigner’s
soul winning ministry sharing enlightening chapters on ‘‘how
to do it’’. Dr. Stephen Olford has written the introduction.
As Superintendent of Training for O.A.C. International
and then as Chairman of the Resources Commission Noel
Gibson has made a great contribution in sharing sermon
materials, illustrations and training lectures with the whole
international staff. ‘“OACIS" is the instructional series and
“LINK’’ comes out on a regular basis. Australia has been
generous in allowing Noel to make regular visits to other
countries to conduct training seminars in open air
evangelism. New Guinea, Solomon Islands, India, Taiwan,
Japan, Hawaii and elsewhere have seen these seminars. Mr.
Gibson’s ministry at Lausanne, Switzerland resulted in
““‘Outreach’’, a fellowship publication sent out regularly to
open air workers all over the world, especially to encourage
them to continue in this greatest of all ministries and to
suggest new sketchboard sermons for their use. O.A.C.
Seminars at Moody Bible Institute and Prairie Bible Institute
have welcomed Noel to their programs too. It would be
difficult to assess the total impact of Noel Gibson’s
contribution to the ongoing of open air witnessing
throughout the world.
The story of O.A.C. Australia would be.incomplete if an
unassuming but most efficient and very Christian lady is
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overlooked. Betty Stanbury Sydney’s office secretary, has
been a vital part of the work for over twenty years. Everyone
loves Bett. No one knows how she gets so much done in such
a short time and always with a smile. Betty is a good
representative of the many dedicated lady office workers who
keep the wheels turning for O.A.C. throughout the world.
Ivy Hayes, Les Werry’s secretary gave of herself unstintingly
to see O.A.C. expand and worked beyond all the call of duty
with an office expertise which matched her devotion to Christ
and to the organization. Betty Stanbury of Australia, Shirley
Wyman of Canada and Olga Kruck of U.S.A. hold the
O.A.C. record for long service among our office staff. It is
hard to know what we would do without them.

Jim Vine, directs the Queensland Branch. When he
returned from U.S. with the Thomas Organ after completing
his Bible training the Moody Bible Institute he did not just get
training at Moody. Mr. Leonard Unkefer a member of the
0O.A.C. executive who had worked for the Institute in
important positions for over thirty years had a very nice
daughter studying at the same time as Jim.

You guessed it! Jim and Grace were married and they now
have three children who all have their parent’s musical talent.
The Vines are a much sought after musical team ministering
in Church Crusades and services and High Schools. Jim
Muir, a part of the Queensland team is a top Gospel singer
and with staff evangelist Ivan Powell a very valuable ministry
is conducted by the Northern team especially in High School
Crusades.

Selwyn Sexton joined the Sydney staff in August 1967. He
has been with O.A.C. ever since. When the famous Goulburn
Street meeting, which had gone on every Sunday evening for
over thirty years, became ineffective because that part of the
City became deserted, Selwyn began a regular Sunday
meeting at Circular Quay down by the Sydney Harbour
Bridge and the famous Opera House. it has been a good
substitute for Goulburn Street and many have found Christ
there. “Word of Life’’ and Emmaus Bible College students
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take part regularly and Church teams also. Regular contact
with the Sydney Missionary Training Institute in lecturing
and leading its students in open air outreaches, Church
Crusades, Children’s Crusades and the regular bringing of
the Gospel to Grade School and High School students has
been a feature of Selwyn’s ministry.

In September 1965 Staff member ‘“‘Snowy’’ Royal who had
found Christ at Goulburn Street meeting in 1951 went to be
with the Lord who he had served so faithfully in O.A.C.’s
ranks. His story is featured in the last chapter of this present
volume. It is worth telling at length. Sometimes the Lord
raises a Lazarus to life to startle those around. ‘‘Snowy’s’’
conversion was such a miracle. A public fund was set up for
the provision of a ‘‘Snowy Royal’”’ Memorial Van. It was
fully subscribed and on October 29th 1966 Reg Werry was
asked to dedicate the vehicle at Sydney’s Annual Rally. At
one of these Annual Rallies Roy Gordon was the speaker.
Roy engaged in open air work almost until the day of his
death. He directed an open air ministry called Sydney
Evangelistic Crusade after leaving O.A.C. Mr. Guilford of
honored memory is still alive at the same time of writing as
you will judge by our foreword. He is still producing two
radio scripts each week for his ‘‘Bible Adventures’’ program
which appears on HCJB and other stations all over the world.
His prayers for Open Air Campaigners are more than
appreciated by the whole staff throughout the world. His
book ‘‘Winning the children to Christ’’ is still a valued text
book in O.A.C. training seminars. While speaking of the past
staff a real blessing was the reappearance of George
Wotherspoon after years of retirement. He contacted Noel
Gibson and asked to take part in open air meetings which he
did almost until his passing at the age of eighty. The writer on
a visit to Australia was invited by George to assist him in a
mission to Austral of the Communist debate fame. Bob
Hogg has been working regularly with O.A.C. over the last
few years too. Bob had retired from the staff some years
before.
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Speaking of Annual Meetings Noel Gibson gets the prize
for electrifying O.A.C.’s staff and prayer supporters. It was
just after Mr. E. P. Field Junior had contacted him at the
office. At the Annual Meeting Noel Gibson rose to his feet
and said ‘‘You all know of the story of E. P. Field and his
connection with the early days of O.A.C.’s founding. For
years we lost all contact with Mr. Field. He returned to
England in 1897 and that was the last we knew of him.
Tonight 1 have a surprise for all you staff, committee
members and you supporters of our ministry - I want to
introduce you to two very interesting people. I will ask them
to stand to their feet now. Ladies and Gentlemen - Mr. and
Mrs. E. P. Field, Junior!!! Mr. Field is Edward Percy Field’s
son and we welcome him and his wife to this rally of Open
Air Campaigners, the organization which grew out of his
dear father’s ministry so many years ago!’’ It was a dramatic
moment. Noel Gibson then went on to tell the story which is
told in a later chapter - Wait for it!
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14

The Tree Spreads -
Germany - 1963

Now the story of Open Air Campaigners International has
to branch out in different directions as the ministry expands
into various countries. These national branches are all a part
of the whole with similar aims and objectives and bound
together by one doctrinal statement. Culture and
opportunities vary from country to country but it is one
organization.

The narrative of each branch will only be brief with a
highlight of two. Each of these countries will hopefully write
a history of their own. This book would not have space to
cover these stories in detail.

When the United States was opened up in 1956 you will
remember that the Council in Australia sent their
representatives overseas to U.S.A, with a determination ‘‘to
set up a Australian headquarters branch for overseas
development.’’ Under the good hand of the Lord by 1963
U.S.A. had launched its first overseas branch in Germany.
Britain and Italy were to follow in 1968 and 1969.

‘“‘Little is much when God is in it.”” Looking back, the
commencement of the O.A.C. branch in Germany came out
of adversity, adversity from the point of view of the two
families who had arrived in Chicago in August 1957 and the
adversity of a fine preacher and his wife in Lexington,
Kentucky. As the branch in Chicago continued it was
necessary for regular church meetings and campaigns to be

181



arranged. There was no other source of income to support
the families and the open ministry which was the main
reason for Open Air Campaigners coming to U.S.A. The
Werrys and Duffecys arrived without any program of
meetings scheduled. The Hartins had gone up to Canada to
start the branch there but although no actual bookings for
meetings had been arranged they had left behind a lot of good
will for the fledging organization.

Rev. Ralph Uhlinger had invited Bryce to conduct a
campaign in his Lombard, Illinois church and God had
blessed in a special way with some definite cases of salvation
in the services. Ralph was enthusiastic about what Open Air
Campaigners could mean to the spiritual life of the United
States if once it could be firmly established. He assured Les
and Jim how much they were needed in the country. His
encouragement was like gold. Ralph knew the need of a
campaign program being set up immediately. He, himself was
booked for a crusade in the Christian and Missionary
Alliance Church in Lexington, Kentucky, in the near future
and he contacted Maurice Irvin the pastor who was willing to
let the two Australians take his place.

It was only a short time before this that the Irvins had lost
their young son Danny who died of a rare disease. Their
adversity brought a young couple into their lives, Keith and
Eva Marie Rudkin. Eva was a German and a capable nurse. It
was she who had nursed Danny through his fatal illness.
Keith had met and married Eva while stationed in Germany
during the Korean War and now he was getting his degree at
Asbury Seminary, Wilmore, in the Lexington area. The whole
seminary was touched with the impact of the death of the
Irvin’s son and their wonderful attitude attracted many
students to their church and ministry.

During the Australian’s campaign in Lexington Maurice
Irvin arranged for Les and Jim to speak at this famous
evangelical Methodist Seminary. Dr. Robert Coleman,
Professor of Evangelism, was very kcen to expose his
students to new methods of evangelism and invited Les and
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Jim to give the class a simple open air message. Rudkin not
knowing of the invitation but under the pressure of pre-exam
studies wanted to skip class to study. He ventured into the
class hoping to sneak out if it were not the regular lectures.

As he walked into the class room a large white sketchboard
with a boomerang drawn across it in bright red paint caught
his attention. Say! this might turn out to be interesting after
all, especially as the boomerang had some mysterious designs
painted onto it. After the formal introduction by Prof.
Coleman, Les Werry told of their open air ministry. Rudkin
had given up doing open air work with the students because
no one listened. He had however prayed at the seminary
““Lord, you did it in your day, help us to do it now!”” But
Werry’s and Duffecy’s Australian accent and ‘‘English
jokes” turned Rudkin’s thinking to ‘‘What can these
Britishers tell us Americans?’’ He looked around to see how
he could slip out of the classroom and go back to his studies -
but he was sitting in the middle of the room - stuck!

Under Duffecy’s red paint brush the words ‘‘Be sure’’
suddenly leaped out of the squares on that Australian hunting
weapon. The preacher just added a few deft red marks in the
right place and the mystery became letters. More magic
brought ‘‘be sure - your - sin - will - find you out!’’ The
Australian in his strange accent told them of the biggest
boomerang in the world - sin - and said it always comes back.
Keith’s father was a successful art teacher in Minnesota and
had given him a lot of his talent. Now Keith’s eyes about
popped out seeing the Gospel being applied in this new and
sensible way. He could hardly believe it, saying to himself,
“Even I could do that!”’ Another impact was to hear the
story of King Ahab for the first time and the whole
presentation captured his heart. A cross was erected on the
sketchboard and the boomerang hit it showing the only way
sin’s Judgment can be stopped. At Calvary, Christ had, on
the cross, raised His hands and in His own body taken the full
force of God’s Judgment for sin for all those who trust Him
as their Sinbearer.

183



Directly after the class Keith latched onto Werry and
Duffecy who looked perplexed at his comments. ‘‘This seems
to be the answer I've been waiting for. The Lord has told me
this morning clearly that this is what He wants me to do in
Germany.”’ (And to think he almost missed it!) Now he was
getting his theological cducation so that he could return to
Germany where he had found Christ under the ministry of
Youth For Christ. He had been awaiting God’s leading and
now he certainly had found it. How could it all work out?
When would the Open Air Campaigners start in Germany?
Jim Duffecy told him of the 1951 visit to Germany under the
auspices of Y.F.C. This was just prior to Keith finding
Christ. They exchanged notes. A number of Jim’s contacts in
Germany were Keith’s friends. He knew the man who had
urged Duffecy in Wales, to use the sketchboard in Germany.
Anton Schulte, the Youth For Christ evangelist who had
interpreted for Him in the various services, and youth rallies
(now one of Germany's most outstanding evangelists) and
Dick Hunter ‘“Tony’s’’ American musician and a number of
others too were all known to Keith. It was thrilling to realize
that about the time of the Y.F.C. - O.A.C. meetings that
Keith Rudkin and Gene Spiekerman (who was to join Keith
in Germany as the branch was being initiated) were serving
America as servicemen in the U.S. Air Force in Germany and
each found Christ around that period. Both had been
strengthened much by Y.F.C. and the Navigators in their new
found faith. This help became the basic foundation for their
later ministry.

Duffecy in his wildest dreams had never thought of an
Open Air Campaigners branch commencing in Germany.
Anton Schulte had expressed great interest in how O.A.C.
went to the people in the out of doors but Jim Duffecy
thought Tony’s enquiries were made out of courtesy and not
in order to use the method himself. It was a real
encouragement to find out later that Anton Schulte has
adapted some of the ideas and often conducts large outdoor
campaigns with seats provided for the audience, on occasion
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to 3,000 in Roman Catholic Austria!

All this was true but Les Werry and Jim Duffecy, having
just arrived with their families to settle in U.S.A., had
enough to think about in establishing the young branch
without being concerned at the time with the ‘‘headquarters
for international development” aspect of things then, and
they told the Rudkins so. Six years were to pass before they
were ready to go, years of training and serving on the U.S.
Staff and learning what it is spiritually and philosophically
that made the organization tick. During this time the Rudkins
opened an O.A.C. branch in Cincinnati working among the
German population that had settled there. When Keith and
Evamarie left on a ship from New York City in 1963 it was a
sterling example of the persistent dedication of a couple who
knew that God had called them to Germany, not with a
general call, but with a direct call to go to Germany and take
0.A.C. there.

Wuppertal was a natural base for the German O.A.C.
Headquarters for many reasons, mainly as it was Eva’s home
town and the family connections were a big help in the
beginning. When they arrived housing was still very hard to
get as the city was just recovering from its 90% destruction
attributed to almost 300,000 bombs. Therefore it was a great
miracle that the China Inland Mission could offer a furnished
apartment for their first year. This was a most wonderful
start!

The city was not unknown to O.A.C. either. Here Keith
and Eva were married in the picturescue Rathaus (city hall)
which was also the very place where Duffecy had attended his
first meeting in Germany with Pastor Martin Niemoller in
1951. A Coincidence?

Wuppertal is a beautiful and historic city dating back to the
year 1000. It is mostly known for the original Monorail
invented by a Christian and built in 1890. Located in the
middle of the Ruhr industrial area between Cologne and
Dortmund, Wuppertal developed into the hub of the Ruhr
Industry - the executives having made their homes-and offices
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The meeting at Check Point Charlie in Berlin. The Communists were looking on

from across the Wall.
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Keith Rudkin Kurt Schafli preaches in a market place in
Switzerland.
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there. Goethe often visited friends there, among them some
outstanding Christians. The 1849 Revival came over from
Scotland to Germany and landed in Wuppertal. It is no
wonder then that the world’s first Y.M.C.A. and many of

Germany’s churches and Christian works had their beginning
here. . .also Open Air Campaigners.

After the war Eva became the first Scripture Union
children’s worker in Germany, an English based
organization which majors in Bible reading and children’s
evangelism. Reaching children for Christ is a most important
ministry in Germany as it has been so neglected in this
country. Until recent years the general attitude, even among
Christians, was that children should be seen and not heard.

Albert Jansen, the O.A.C. Chairman for Germany became
interested in the work soon after its beginning. In those days
Albert headed up a vital YMCA in Siegen. Siegen had been
the second city of Germany to receive the 1849 revival - which
came from Wuppertal, a Spirit inspired revival that had
deeply affected the whole area and its influence is still
apparent in Siegen and the surrounding towns to this day.
Albert did much children’s and youth work and was keen to
win souls to Christ. One young Wuppertaler who he had led
to the Lord, Horst Ludwigs, worked with the Torchbearers,
who had also started their German work in Wuppertal under
Major Ian Thomas and the Wadsworths. It was Eva who
years before had met the warm hearted Dwight and Velma
Wadsworth at the train station as they came from sunny
California to land in cold post war Germany.

Therefore it was no accident that the Torchbearers were a
tremendous help to Keith and Eva in their beginning in
Germany, helping in many open air meetings and outreaches
with the Gospel. One sunny holiday Horst and a group of 13
theological students coaxed Keith to hold a meeting at a
nearby camping site. Keith had never seen one before and saw
no place for a meeting, it was too crowded. Perplexed, he
sought further and saw a large beach full of people. ‘‘Ah!”’,
he said ‘‘let’s have a children’s meeting!’’ The answer from

188



one of the groaning theology students, Wilhelm Barth, was,
‘““‘Ach!, a children’s meeting, let’s reach the youth and
adults!”’ Keith was again perplexed realizing these fellows
hadn’t seen what he had seen - Keith had worked with Lou
Finney and now saw a Chicago beach meeting in the making.
‘‘Fellows, you are going to see something today you have
never seen before - a children’s meeting for adults!”’

They arrived on the scene, 15 of them, marching in single
file each carrying some part of the O.A.C. beach equipment.
Keith with a ventriloquist doll led them to the only free space
on the beach, calling children along the way. The large 5 by 10
yard canvas donated by a Roman Catholic sail manufacturer
was laid out and was soon covered with children and with a
large cluster of youth and adults around them - well over 300 in
all. Photos taken on that day show the full beach now empty as
almost all the people were at the meeting. Afterward Wilhelm
said, “‘I had serious counselling with 6 adults today.”” He is
now a State Church pastor and on the German national
committee. Horst Ludwigs and the rest of the students are in
the ministry too. That was Keith’s first beach meeting in
Germany. In the future this type of meeting would be one of
the strongest parts of their ministry. 5 years later Keith met a
soldier at a hot dog stand. As he gave him a tract, the soldier
said, ‘‘I know you, and you preached once 5 years ago at
Beaver Lake with a sketchboard - I remember it well - it was
Bartimaeus and you had written on the board ‘‘He calleth
you.”’ - Not bad for 5 years - and still calling! Keith could take it
from there.

When Albert heard of this meeting from Horst, he wanted
this for his Y.M.C.A. boys. Years later the writer visited that
same camping ground with its beautiful setting and saw 3
open air meetings being held simultaneously, and Albert was
in charge of one of them using the Siegen Y.M.C.A. Gospel
Van equipped with an OAC canopy!

Hugo Bruggendick was our first German children’s
evangelist and until his entrance into Heaven a few years ago
Hugo, used his outstanding skill in children’s campaigns both
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outdoor and a kids’ crusades in many churches. All this was a
special break through in the Land of Luther and the Rudkins
rejoiced that their O.A.C. training had made it possible.

Not far from Wuppertal, in Remscheid, is a wonderful old
castle called ‘‘Schloss Burg’’ which attracts many tourists.
Everyone who visits this 12th century castle pays an
admission to see it, and the fine museum but the O.A.C.
team is welcome here and tourists gather around the Gospel
van to listen to the bright singing and the sketchboard
message - the old fashioned Gospel blends in well with this
ancient landmark.

The Dutch island of Texel is a popular place for
vacationing Germans who love to camp there. People attract
people, and this has been a Summer target for O.A.C.
Germany voluntary workers teams - children’s meetings
during the day time and Gospel movie meetings at night. In
beautiful Bavaria, Emil and Friedlinde Bohnke and their seven
lovely children live beside Lake Chiemsee. Emil takes his team
of dedicated soul winners to camping spots all around the
delightful lake with its towering snow capped Alps in the
background.

The President of Open Air Campaigners on a recent visit
met with a problem here (actually it was Emil who met with
the problem) he found that Evangelist Bohnke has three lively
monkeys which a missionary gave to him. He takes his three
friends with him for the camping ground (German:
Campingmission) meetings and when the monks appear the
“kinders” come from all directions including the teenagers
and adults (all kids at heart) - it is a kind of evolution in
reverse, not man from monkeys but men to monkeys. Emil
knows exactly what to do when the crowd gathers - he
preaches the Gospel to them - that’s not the problem - the
problem is that one of the monkeys is called ‘‘Jimmy”’. The
President gravely asked Emil a question. ‘“Was the monkey
named ‘‘Jimmy’’ by the missionary or did he, Emil Bohnke,
give him this name?’’ Emil was cautioned that there was a
possibility that he could be leading a camel with an O.A.C.
platform on top of it in a new O.A.C. branch in Arabia - not
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leading the branch, just leading the camel! Emil’s serious
German face broke into a smile as he replied triumphantly
*“The missionary named him “Jimmy’’!”’ Keith Rudkin
chimed in ‘I would get that in writing if I were you!”’
Actually Jim Duffecy was relieved because he is very fond of
Friedlinde and her lovely children and he didn’t want to see
them all straggling behind Emil and his camel in the hot
Sahara Desert!

The Fourth International Conference was held in the
Munich area at Lake Starnberg at ‘‘The Word of Life’’ castle
in September 17th-24th, 1974.

The weather is not always friendly in Germany. In the
middle of an open air meeting it will begin to rain on the
children, that’s why a large clear plastic tarpaulin sits
permanently under the canopy. Often this has to be brought
out and with a few poles supporting it at the back it is
fastened onto the canopy and the children sitting on the
canvas on the ground are then protected by the canvas over
their heads. Snow comes in the winter but Emil has a large
bus, beautifully decorated in the Bavarian tradition and
comfortably warm with seats inside, He drives this into the
snow country, parking in comfortable proximity to a ski lift
where he holds compact but very worthwhile children’s
meetings. The motto of Open Air Campaigners is
‘“‘Presenting Christ by all means everywhere.’’ Germany has
caught the spirit of it.

Lake Constance is another special spot bordering on
Austria and attracting great crowds of holiday folk. Ulrich
Hofius met Anna, his wife, during the teams visit to Lake
Constance, Uli became the Siegen branch director and they
make regular visits into Austria and sometimes into
Switzerland. Now Kurt and Susanne Schafli after two years
of training in Wuppertal have been commissioned to open the
first O.A.C. branch - near Lucerne in beautiful but very
needy Switzerland where they were born. Andreas and Karin
Schwantge work in the medieval area of Bretzfeld with its
half timbered houses and quaint streets and Kurt and Beate
Steinhart who worked for some years with Operation
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Mobilization in India have found a tremendous opportunity
among Asians in Wuppertal, Cologne and Dusseldorf where
people from many parts of the world congregate. Keith
Rudkin loves to go to Cologne Bahnhof to hand out tracts to
those coming off the trains. Often he will have to use
literature in as many as twenty languages. Koln, as it is
written in German, is the home of the Cologne Cathedral and
the famous Eau de Cologne perfume, invented here by a
French soldier during the French occupation. The name
“‘Cologne’’ itself came from the word ‘‘Colonia’’ meaning
colony, established by the Roman General Agrippa in 50
B.C. Significant Roman remains have been unearthed in
Cologne. Here the important University of Koln is situated.
It has a beautiful set of buildings; one with its concrete
staircase and a large first floor balcony. This is an ideal spot
to put up the sketchboard and preach the message of the One
in Whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid,
while a hundred or more students gather around to listen and
line the steps and balcony to get a better view of the
proceedings.

Lee and Erika Bluhm are stationed at the fine German
0O.A.C. headquarters. Lee from Georgia as office manager,
does an excellent job in keeping the financial wheels turning.
He was in the U.S. Air Force when he met Erika, Keith’s
secretary. Keith joyfully though reluctantly, married them
realizing he was losing her wonderful secretarial help. Two
years later they both returned to join the work.

Regular training seminars in open air evangelism are a
feature in Germany as in other countries. The 35 room
headquarters building is ideal for conferences and has become
a center and rallying point for all the European O.A.C.
branches in an annual staff training program. Gerald
Bradley, New Zealand’s Training Director, and Noel Gibson,
responsible for international O.A.C. training, have recently
ministered to the whole European staff there over the last few
years.

West Berlin with its sad Red Wall is a great city in which to
proclaim the liberty of Christ. Many worthwhile open air
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meetings have been conducted here but none more interesting
than the open air meeting at ‘‘Check Point Charlie’’ the main
entrance from West to East Berlin. The circumstances leading
up to this were typically O.A.C. in character. The entrance to
West Berlin is through the long corridor road through
Communist territory. The interrogation and passport check
by the Communist guards can be long and frustrating. The
0.A.C. van with ‘““Prepare to meet your God’’ on the rear
was not designed to impress Communist guards and the
search of the van became unnecessarily long, ending finally in
a special garage. Suddenly Keith Rudkin had a cheeky, if
bright idea. He announced ‘I have someone with me without
a passport!” The two guards stiffened and then Keith
produced ‘‘Louie’’ his vent doll with a hayseed straw hat
perched on his head. In German *‘Louie’’ announced loudly,
“I can do something that nobody in East Germany can do!”’
The “VOPOS”’ (Volks Police) were intensely interested, but
Keith was sweating, suddenly realizing ‘‘how did I get into
this and how do I get out??? I hadn’t thought this one
through. . .this could be very dangerous!’”’ ‘‘Louie, you
shouldn’t say things like that - these are East German
Policemen!’’ *‘Oh, I didn’t say anything at all’’ he innocently
and truthfully squeeked. . . “‘But I can do something nobody
in West Germany or in America can do either!’’ ‘‘Oh, thank
you pal, you had me sweating. . .what’s that?’’ sighed Keith -
and Louie turned his head 3 times around. The hearty
laughter of one guard became very noticeable as he suddenly
stopped, noticing that his superior had not laughed at all. The
miracle was that they were allowed to leave! (six months later
Keith met the same ‘‘laughing’’ VOPO guard again - and as
their eyes met he grinned and said to Keith ‘‘Take off!”
probably not wanting another puppet show!)

Being the first O.A.C. visit to Berlin, a photo of the Gospel
van beside ‘“‘Check Point Charlie”” would be good for
0O.A.C. publicity so they drove over there. Enquiries by the
West Berlin guard brought the vent. doll story out. ‘“‘Hey”’
said the soldier ‘“‘Could we have a demonstration here?’’ The
question was would it be allowed? “‘I'll ask the sergeant’’. He
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came back all smiles. ““It’s O.K. but don’t make it too
short.”” The van was opened. Keith mounting the platform,
‘‘Louie’’ did his stuff again. As a crowd of about seventy
gathered beside the dreaded gate Keith put the sketchboard
up and was soon preaching ‘‘Without Me you can do
nothing.”” ‘‘Jesus Christ said ‘Without Me there is NO
peace’ ’’ Keith continued ‘‘and 5 yards farther down this
street you can see it!”’

On the East side and within hearing, Communists, always
suspicious, of what might be going on beside their Wall
listened and took photos with their telephoto lenses. We have
often wondered what that O.A.C. deputational session
complete with Red slides must have sounded like in Moscow!

Keith Rudkin has never forgotten that day, years ago,
when O.A.C. Germany began with a boomerang in a
homoletics class in Wilmore, Kentucky. Jim Duffecy seldom
goes to Germany and takes part in open air meetings there
that Keith does not hand Jim a boomerang (he always seems
to have one tucked under the Gospel van seat) and says ‘“Tell
us about the boomerang Jimmy!”’ Memories have a way of
coming back.

Open Air Campaigners - Germany is going out and
spreading out and ‘‘Coming again with rejoicing, bringing
their sheaves with them.” It was a long flight for an
Australian boomerang but it eventually landed safely in
Germany - this time as a messenger of life and not of
judgment and may this message of the Saviour continue until
He returns Who said “‘If I go away, I will come again.”
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O.A.C. Rises In The East -
The Philippines - 1966

From the beginning of George Bremner’s directorship of
New Zealand he was concerned for an outreach which would
touch the nationals in the islands above New Zealand and
beyond. His close fellowship with the Maoris of his own
country assured that the new branch would do everything to
reach them.

Greg Tingson called ““The Billy Graham” of the
Philippines contacted Don Avigliano who was leading the
new branch in Los Angeles and was impressed with the
O.A.C. approach to the outsider and felt that similar
methods might be successful in his native land. Tingson’s
next stop was in New Zealand and George Bremner and he
soon came together and talked over the Philippines
opportunities. Muri Thompson, Maori evangelist and Dave
Jacobsen, O.A.C. committee man, conducted a very
successful series of evangelistic meetings in the Philippines. -
Muri, as a Maori, looked liked a Filipino and gained
immediate acceptance with the nationals there. The report of
the success of these campaigns fanned the concern in O.A.C.
New Zealand for Macarthur’s country. Before the first
International Conference an exploratory International
Conference was held in Australia during 1963 and the need of
the Philippines was discussed. Bill Dalrymple, Australian
Chairman, after hearing of'the urgent need to commence
operations in these islands said ‘‘l suggest that we do
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something as a joint Australian-New Zealand venture as soon
as possible’’ and this was agreed upon.

Focus on the venture stirred the New Zealand staff and by
May 1964 Evan Squires, Noel Gibson’s associate in
Wellington, left for Manila with his wife Patricia and their
little boy. The Philippines need had moved them to go there
for missionary work even ahead of O.A.C.’s next move.
George Bremner spent six months in Manila as a preliminary
to the branch opening officially in 1966. George made
contact with national pastors and conducted open air
meetings using a portable sketchboard which enabled him to
move around freely and demonstrate the simplicity of the
philosophy of Open Air Campaigners in getting to the
multitudes with the Gospel of Christ.

Evan Squires was already settled in Manila and having
been trained in O.A.C. methods was ready to commence the
branch which George Bremner had investigated and was
convinced could operate successfully. Australia provided the
first Gospel van for Evan’s use soon after he was asked to
lead the new branch. Missionary to Japan, Joe Carroll on a
visit to U.S.A. had pressed Les Werry and Jim Duffecy to
think of the Philippines as the key to the Far East for O.A.C.
expansion especially as English is the second language and
can be largely understood in the key centers of the country.
The future was to prove the wisdom of this observation.

Evan Squires began a vigorous ministry of open air
evangelism in Manila working among children and adults.
Ephraim Orteza was appointed as the first chairman of the
0O.A.C. Council. Veteran missionary Cyril Brooks, with
others, became members also. An Advisory Board was set up
and well-known men like Dr. E. H. Sphar and Mr. Will Bruce
of Overseas Missionary Fellowship showed confidence in the
branch by allowing their names to be added to it. Will Bruce
had seen O.A.C. in action at the People’s Church, Toronto,
Canada during the 1956 visit which led to the U.S.A. branch
opening in that same year. Will had been impressed with what
he had seen of the O.A.C. approach in the indoor meetings
and the open air ministry on Toronto’s main street and was
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pleased to help in any way possible to forward the new
Philippine outreach.

Nolan Williams of Far Eastern Gospel Crusade had done
his final pre-Philippines training with O.A.C.-U.S.A. and
this gave a bond of fellowship between the two organizations.
A further strengthening of this fellowship later resulted in
O.A.C. Australia becoming the official representative of
F.E.G.C. (now S.E.N.D.) for the Commonwealth and the
loaning of two of their staff to work with F.E.G.C. in
Manila. After two years the Squires family, due to
circumstances beyond their control, had to return to New
Zealand for a period. Rev. Frank Allen of F.E.B.I.A.S.
College of the Bible directed the ministry during their
absence. Late in 1968 Evan, who had returned alone to
Manila, had a serious illness and under added financial stress
felt it was God’s will for him to return to New Zealand.

Amado Ungiano, who had joined the staff in 1967,
continued the outdoor ministry. Evan Squires had laid a good
foundation and was well accepted with national pastors and
their congregations and with the missionaries, who felt that
Open Air Campaigners had a real contribution to make to the
assistance of the Church and the reaching of the multitudes
outside the normal reach of the church.

The vision of John Heenan who had visited the East in the
early days of the foundation of New Zealand O.A.C. was
beginning to become a reality. Joe Carroll’s advice that the
Philippines was a key to the East was being confirmed. Cyril
Brooks’ son Ken was now in the position of Philippines
Chairman.

And now the branch was awaiting a new man to take over.
A young man who had graduated from the New Zealand
Bible College and was now serving on the New Zealand
O.A.C. staff began to look towards the Philippines. His
name is Barry Tetley and here is his testimony. It tells of how
he found Christ and then found through Open Air
Campaigners the Philippines as his field of service. It tells,
too, of how “‘Sowers,”’” a new O.A.C. outreach, was born,
through Barry’s leadership, in the Philippines branch.
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“The first time I recall that my heart was moved by
Christianity was at a Bible Class meeting on Sunday
afternoon. Food and girls were usually the main attraction to
us at functions of this particular Presbyterian Church, not
noted for its evangelical witness. But surprising on this day a
team of New Zealand Bible College (then Bible Training
Institute) students came to share their faith. Some were about
to become missionaries overseas and the sacrifices involved
were highlighted by the recent newspaper coverage of the
massacre of a group of missionaries in South America,
victims of the Auca Indians.

So touched was I, that on returning home I was compelled
to read in my Bible - a gift from my mother, but until then
only a curio - the story of the death and resurrection of Jesus.
The account was read in all four Gospels, and something
happened to my heart. I knew Jesus had died for me.

I joined my father as an apprentice watchmaker. Clock
wheels occupied my days, and road wheels my nights.
Eventually I bought a go-kart and filled Sunday racing it. But
boredom and insecurity were never far away and something
brought me to that Bible Class mecting where for the first
time I saw people for whom Christ was worth living and even
dying for. Humanly, credit for my nurture as a Christian
must go to the godly woman Bible Class leader who taught
the Bible (and sometimes I’'m grateful to add, the
Westminster Confession), in a church which disdained the
Bible - and her son, who led our ‘group’ when we encouraged
each other in faith.

One Sunday evening, bored with the church’s dull liberal
preaching, our group went to an open air meeting in Queen
Street, Auckland. Open Air Campaigners were at work, and I
was surprised and thrilled at the crowd they had gathered to
preach the Word to. It was nearing the end of the meeting.
George Bremner knew our group leader and put us on the
spot to give testimonies. We were aghast with fear. I followed
a song just sung. ‘‘What a wonderful change in my life has
been wrought since Jesus came into my heart.’’ I parroted the
singers with my testimony. The following week I was able to
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say two sentences.

My involvements in open air meetings had grown to three
nights a week, plus and O.A.C. Voluntary Worker’s meeting.
I had shifted my membership to the Presbyterian Church in
Manurewa South where I could hear Bible preaching.

One morning my organized quiet time was ‘interrupted by
the Holy Spirit urging me to go to Bible College. 1 was
approaching 23, five years a Christian. Practically, it had just
become possible for me to leave home and my mother. But
my father wasn’t happy. Had he not groomed me to keep the
family name in high respect in watch-making circles?
Ultimatum. But never a doubt. The call was clear to follow
Christ, even at the expense of a father’s threat of
disinheritance. He later became my biggest supporter.

During the two years (’66-’67) in Bible College, several
things happened. The most important was learning the
grammatical-historical method of interpreting the Bible.

My growing interest in open air evangelism and in Asia as a
field of service was only confirmed by the variety of
missionary speakers we heard. I’'m glad to have been under
the principality and powers of Mr. Stewart and other
lecturers of our times, and to have been stretched even to
tackling a licentiate of theology! Weekends and holidays were
occupied with Open Air Campaigners meetings, not to
mention the growing friendship with Christine Anderson,
also a student. It was the logical step after graduating, to get
married, join the staff of Open Air Campaigners, and look
toward the Philippines as the field of service for Christ.

Christine and I have now spent two terms of service in the
Philippines with Open Air Campaigners. During my last term
I was the Philippines Director and launched the SOWERS
Program of O.A.C.

In 1971, I organized a seminar in open air evangelism held
at Febias College of Bible in Manila. It was so successful that
it was decided to hold another one in 1972, and I invited
George Bremner, the New Zealand director who had been
God’s instrument for founding the work in the Philippines,
to join me to teach the seminar.
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training, publishing and distributing literature and teaching
at the Bible College of Central Africa and last but not least a
regular T.V. program which reaches thousands with the
Gospel.

Dennis Carter made an important contribution as an artist
in illustrating the first Sowers Training Manual, comic book
style, with Filipino instead of Western people showing
O.A.C. methods of training. An edition in English was
joined by one in Tagalog, the principle language of Luzon
where Manila is situated, then into the dialects of Ilonggo and
Cebuano. The manual has been produced in Spanish, too,
for Chile.

The Sowers program is a simplified training course in open
air evangelism, especially designed to be used by local third
world churches to teach them to take the Gospel to the
outsider and to bring the outsider inside. There are five levels
of training. It is not only an initial introduction to outdoor
preaching but the courses are structured to be follow up
sessions in training. After the first course the students are
encouraged to do a minimum of 10 actual open air meetings
as the requirement to make them eligible to participate in the
next level of instruction. Eventually the student who makes
the grade becomes eligible to train others using the training
manual which is given to him when he graduates. The
equipment is simple and inexpensive. A Sowers portable
platform complete with sketchboard being the key tool of
evangelism.

Many national pastors and lay leaders in different parts of
the Philippines have attended Sowers seminars and have seen
their own church congregation increased in numbers and
built up in spiritual growth. A number of branch churches
have been commenced with converts from the open air
ministry of those who have learned to reach the outsider
through the training received from the Sowers program.

Twenty years ago when the U.S.A. Director, Art Williams,
was a student at Tennessee Temple Bible College in
Chattanooga his roommate was Sam Colinco a Filipino
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*‘Sowers’’ meeting Manila. Robin Pocklington, seconded to S.E.N.D. from 0.A.C.
Australia, listens from the center of the crowd.

Barry Tetley working with the Overseas Missionary Fellowship in Thailand.

202



g g

Edgar Asuela in action in a barro.

Ken Rout, Sowers' Field Director, in action in Ghana.
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student who was studying for the ministry. At this time both
Art and Sam came in contact with Open Air Campaigners,
when at the invitation of Dr. Lee Roberson an O.A.C. team
visited the College. Sam Colinco eventually became the
Pastor of Maranatha Baptist Church, a virile congregation in
Bacolod City Western Visayas of the Philippines. ‘““When I
first heard of the Sowers Seminars, as a pastor, I had my
‘questions about it but as soon as I knew that it was Open Air
Campaigners 1 wanted to have my church participate in it”’
Sam told Jim Duffecy when he saw him again. Maranatha
became so involved in the training lectures and open air
meetings that Pastor Colinco’s assistant minister, Edgar
Asuela got such a vision of what Sowers’ training could do to
build the local church that he approached Barry Tetley and
asked him if he could become a permanent part of O.A.C.
with a responsibility in training others. Barry was
embarrassed about Edgar’s request because the whole
program had been conceived to add to the churhes and not
take men from them. Barry says ‘‘I was reluctant to
encourage him to apply to O.A.C. lest it be misconstrued as
an attempt to build O.A.C. at the expense of the churches,
especially Maranatha Baptist Church, which had opened its
door to us so warmly. I advised Edgar that any approach to
us must be made on his initiative not O.A.C.’s"".

The O.A.C. Council travelled to Bacalod City to see the
work going on and to consider Edgar’s application and the
opening of an O.A.C. branch there. The prospects foundered
on the rock of financial reality - no one could see the
possiblity for the expense of the work and support of a man
from the present sources of income. The meeting was unable
to adopt a resolution to proceed.

When Edgar returned to hear the Council’s decision and
their reasons for it he said ‘‘If you can just give me money for
one day I will do the work’’. Clearly he was looking to the
Lord to meet his need on a daily basis and the men who met
that day were persuaded that such faith that looked to God
alone could not be denied. And so the resolution and a major
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milestone in the progress of the work was passed. It called for
everyone to have faith in God’s power to provide and as the
months went by, although faith was exercised sometimes to
the limit the work began and has grown eventually to become
the new headquarters of the work in the Philippines. Jim
Duffecy apologized to Sam Colinco. ‘‘Please pardon us for
taking your valuable assistant from you’’. Without hesitation
Sam answered ‘‘You did not take him from us - we gave him
to you.” This whole incident serves to illustrate that close
fellowship between Open Air Campaigners and the local
church which has existed from the very beginning of the
movement,

A missionary from the Philippines was speaking to an
0.A.C. man at Prairie Bible Institute ‘“Thank God for Open
Air Campaigners’’ he said enthusiastically. ‘“What do you
know of O.A.C.? he replied. ‘“We asked some of your men in
the Philippines to come in and train a group of our national
pastors in open air evangelism and now we have about five
hundred more people in our churches than we had before!

Bryan and Isabel Fruish from O.A.C. New Zealand joined
the Philippines staff in 1978 and after language study moved
to Cebu where the people speak a different tongue to those in
Luzon. The Fruishes move to this area has opened new
opportunities for spreading the church oriented open air
training.

Ken Rout has some things in common with Bryan - both
are New Zealanders and both have led the Wellington
0.A.C. branch before the call to the Philippines. Ken being
unmarried, is able to move freely into other countries in the
third world (and elsewhere) when requests come for the
initiation of the Sowers program. Some of these request come
from missionaries who were formerly voluntary workers with
0.A.C. before they left for the mission field and who now
want to see O.A.C. open air methods introduced on an
organized basis where they are working.

Ross Campbell who is with W.E.C. is one of these. He is
the Director of New Life for All in Ghana. N.L.F.A. is the
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mobilization and evangelism program of the Ghana
Evangelism Committee and is comprised of leaders of the
mainline Protestant denominations. The aim is to pray and to
win their own congregations to Christ then to reach out in
personal soul winning. A means of team evangelism was
needed and to meet this need N.L.F.A. invited the Sowers
Program to help. Seminars are held for leaders first then for
church members. Thus O.A.C. provides a means whereby the
mobilized churches, already trained in soul winning and
follow up can go as a church to proclaim the Gospel widely
and reap the harvest waiting to be ingathered. Three hundred
churches are involved in the N.L.F.A. program.

Ken Rout initiated the Sowers training there. As a result
Kwesi Siaw, an enthusiastic Sowers trained man, was
appointed to continue the ongoing Sowers input into the
overall New Life for All ministry.

A number of new churches have been born as a direct
result of O.A.C. methods being used to reach the outsiders.
Jamasi Methodist Church is a good example. Some of the
keen layleaders had already become level three Sowers. They
had a singing group known as the Singing Sowers. Jamasi is
in the Ashanti region of Ghana and now this team wanted to
begin a new church at Nintin a town on the main road high
on the scarp overlooking the highway. They planned a
weekend of open air meetings and in faith expected to hold
the first service of the new church on the Sunday morning
and invited Ken Rout, the Field Director of the Sowers
Program, to be guest speaker. On Friday night the response
from the first open air meeting was most encouraging.
Saturday morning was spent following up those counselled
the night before. That afternoon the outdoor meeting was
followed up by an evening Gospel concert concluding with a
message. Sunday morning saw about 400 gather under two
large trees for the service. Over 120 people had professed
faith in Christ over the weekend, a good number with which
to commence the Nintin Methodist Church. And all done by
laymen from Jamasi. No wonder their pastor decided to
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enroll in the next Sowers Seminar! Kwesi Siaw is now the
Sowers National Director in Ghana.’

Sowers Seminars have been held in Ireland, Chile,
Paraguay and the Fiji Islands. David Wilson who heads up
the U.S. Overseas Ministries’ and represents Sowers in
the United States makes periodic visits to some of these areas
to assist Ken Rout in his ministry.

Robin and Jann Pocklington represent O.A.C. Australia
as seconded missionaries to the Philippines working with
S.E.N.D., formerly Far Eastern Gospel Crusade. Wes Fittell
from the Brisbane branch joined the Pocklingtons. Robin is a
member of the Philippines Council of Open Air
Campaigners.

At the time of writing Barry Tetley has made two visits to
Thailand at the invitation of the Overseas Missionary
Fellowship. Thailand is essentially a land of Buddists so the
practicality of the program of training which has proved so
successful in other third world countries was yet to be proved.
A preliminary period of Sowers instruction convinced the
missionaries that with some adaption the outreach into the
open air could be most useful. The Thai people are shy and
retiring but the missionaries were surprised to see what an
impact was made when the nationals saw their own people
take part in doing outdoor evangelism.

Rodolpho Yanson, an important pastor in his Baptist
denomination in the Philippines, was sceptical when he first
heard of Sowers. He wondered if he should identify with
Open Air Campaigners in any way. Most of his
denominational leaders had reservations too. A seminar was
held near his church and he decided to at least go to it and see
for himself what was being taught. Edgar Asuela was the
instructor. After the initial lectures in a local church Edgar
took the pastors and lay leaders to give a sketchboard sermon
as the seminar students looked on. A tropical downpour
drove the listeners under an overhanging awning where they
were dry from the drenching rain. Edgar, seeing that he could
still reach the sheltered audience, continued to preach,
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forgetting the drenched illustration on the board and just
preached the Gospel without any aids. The rain was so heavy
that he was soon standing in water about a foot deep. When
he made an invitation for decision for Christ a man came
forward wading out to grasp his hand in acknowledgement of
his commitment. Rodolpho saw all this from a dry spot. *“If
that is what this program is all about I want to be involved in
it’’ he told himself ‘‘and I want my church to be involved
too’’! Rodolpho Yanson is now an Associate of the Sowers
Program and one of the most enthusiastic of all the pastors of
his own denomination in introducing others to the ministry.
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Back To Field’s Country -
England 1968

David Fanstone finished his schooling at Cambridge
University and graduated with his degree. During World War
II his father, Wing Commander Albert Fanstone, had been
stationed in the United States as part of Britain’s air force
training strategy. So David was no stranger to U.S.A. when
he decided to spend a year at Moody Bible Institute and
another year at Columbia Bible College Graduate School.
During this time, Bron Carlisle, while continuing his
connection with O.A.C., had at Columbia’s request, begun a
regular course in open air evangelism there. When David
heard of Bron’s course he was intrigued. He had heard that
missionaries had to do open air meetings and he planned to
be a missionary. Why would anyone be interested in open air
evangelism in U.S.A.? As an Englishman he had the Hyde
Park Speaker’s Corner in London in mind. Open air
preaching was for crackpots and others of a similar outlook.
Mr. Carlisle did no fit this picture and out of curiosity David
Fanstone took the course and became involved in open air
meetings which completely broke his former image of the
ministry. A period in New York City with Jim Duffecy and
Jack Kreidler, who in those days lived within a block of
Times Square, solidified the new view which he had received.
The New York branch had recently opened during the
World’s Fair.

David was feeling the tug to a full time open air ministry in
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his own country of England but he wanted to be sure. He
took his collapsible sketchboard with him and tried it out in
his home town of Brighton. It worked there as he had seen it
work in America. The first International Conference was to
be held in Australia and Jack Kreidler, who was working as a
voluntary worker in the New York area and had long wanted
to visit Australia the parent branch of O.A.C., pressed David
to go there also. Both men enjoyed the experience. David was
so impressed that he joined a team in training with Noel
Gibson, then the Wellington Branch Director and eventually
joined the New Zealand staff, opening the Hamilton branch
before he returned to England.

By the Second International Conference David Fanstone
was commissioned by the O.A.C. International Council to
open Britain as the second overseas branch originating from
U.S.A. It was significant that the Scriptural laying on of
hands in David’s commissioning was a joint service, for at the
same time Jack Kreidler, his special friend, knelt beside
David to be commissioned to open the third overseas branch
out of U.S.A. in Italy.

The original intention of opening the work in U.S.A. - “‘to
establish an American headquarters for international
development’’ was becoming a reality. Dear John Ridley’s
0O.A.C. battlecry was becoming as much a reality for a North
American to sing as it was when sung in the land of its origin.
“Truceless Warfare! Truceless Warfare! Take the shield and
wield the Sword, Truceless Warfare! Truceless Warfare! in the
homeland and abroad.”’

The first meeting of the official O.A.C. England branch
was held on the busy seafront at Brighton during Easter 1968.
David was using the trusted and tried three rope trick in
which ropes of three sizes by slight of hand became
apparently the same size illustrating ‘‘There is no difference
for all have sinned.’’ This illustration draws a crowd like a
magnet and an English Bobby felt it his duty to stop the
meeting. This was before the Brighton Council gave
permission for O.A.C. to operate in this excellent area. David
loves to tell the story. ‘“The officer of the law, as he
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interrupted the meeting, asked me the name and address of
my superior officer’’ (British designations of authority are
always intriguing). *‘I told him. . .Reverend James Duffecy,
Berkley Place (pronounced ‘Barclay’ in England) New Jersey
(this was still all right because Jersey’s name originally comes
from England’s Isle of Jersey).”” The Bobby was writing
conscientiously with official fervour. . .‘“United States of
America’’ David concluded. The writing stopped abruptly.
‘I asked you for your superior officer’s address’’ the man in
blue demanded. ‘‘That is his address - he is an Australian
who lives near New York City in U.S.A.!”’ Soon after this the
policeman found more pressing duty somewhere else. ‘“Were
you ever awakened very early in the morning by a trans-
atlantic phone call?”’ David later asked the international
director. Another branch almost started in Alaska as a result
of this incident. As a preparation for its commencement Jim
Duffecy suggested to Fanstone that he begin a course of
follow-up instruction to polar bears. Low temperature
evangelism was threatened if any other incident like this
resulted in the phone ringing very early in the morning with a
British Bobby on the other end.

Robin Weldon as chairman and Roy Stammers as treasurer
became the nucleus of the first British Committee. Anglican
Bishop Goodwin Hudson, who had spent some time in
Australia and is a close friend of Bill Dalrymple, was glad to
see O.A.C. commencing in England and at David’s request
wrote an excellent letter of commendation of the work. It was
this that made a good cross section of churches and people
aware of the starting of the new branch. The Bishop is well
known as a fine evangelical and has a broad field of
influence.

As happened in the beginning of the branches in other
countries connections back to the original organization were
quite startling at times. An invitation to assist an assembly of
Christian Brethren in the Croydon area of London where Bill
Turner later directed the branch led to an open air stand at a
local village fair with its traditional displays with brightly
colored tents and carnival rides. One of the members of the
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The first 0.A.C. open air meeting at Brighton. This is
where the *“Rohhy'" appeared.

Introducing Open Air Campaigners to the students of Capernwray Hall.
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team of young people assisting in the open air meeting was
Brenda Piper. When she first saw the Gospel van, Brenda was
curious. ‘‘Open Air Campaigners’’! she said reading the sign
on its side. ‘*Did this organization come from Australia?’’ She
was told that it did. ‘‘How interesting! My grandfather was an
atheist who migrated to Australia and he was visited by a
member of your organization and led to Christ. He joined a
church in Gladesville Sydney and having found the Lord
through an open air preacher he began preaching in the open
air. Actually the church was started through the converts of
these meetings.”’ Brenda was thrilled. ‘‘You know my father
regularly does open air work and I am here today as a result of
what happened in Australia over 30 years ago! My grandfather
and my Dad will be thrilled to know that O.A.C. has come to
England!”’

But there was more to follow. Up till this time there was a
big gap in the early roots of O.A.C.’s history. Duffecy had
been asked to compose a brochure tracing the organization
back to it’s beginnings. Mr. Angus, the author of ‘“Truceless
Warfare’’ was still alive then and in answer to Jim Duffecy’s
inquiry he could only say that Mr. Field had returned to
England at the end of the century and nothing more was
known of him. David Fanstone had hardly commenced
operation when Gareth Stacey a friend who now worked with
Roy Stammers as an accountant asked how O.A.C. had
commenced. Gareth was intrigued by hearing of its early
roots. ‘‘David’’ he said ‘“This story is familiar. I think I know
a man who may be able to fill you in on this story. I lived near
him in Reigate. We attended the same church and his name is
E. P. F. Field and his father was a lawyer!”’ Gareth, at David
Fanstone’s request wrote off to contact his friend who had
been born in Australia and left therc as a baby of two years
old to live most of his life in England and who had returned
to Sydney to settle there. Gareth wrote to Australia and asked
Mr. Field if he would contact O.A.C. at their Sydney office.

One day Australian Director Noel Gibson had a visitor to
the office in the person of E.P. Field Junior now a
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distinguished looking elderly man. ‘‘Mr. Field, do you know
anything about a general named General Sir John Ficld?”’
was Mr. Gibson’s first question. ‘“My grandfather!’* was the
immediate reply. ‘“Then Edward Percy Field was your father
and this organization which I represent is the work that has
its roots in the open air ministry of your father!'’ It was a
thrilling moment for each man. The gap in the early history
was being filled in. Mr. Field shared his father’s personal
diaries and portraits both as lawyer and civilian with Noel
Gibson. Dunton Green in Kent, under an old oak tree in the
Anglican church grounds, was the place of his burial. His
father had died in 1928. On his return to England he had
become the secretary of the Evangelical Alliance, a fellowship
of evangelicals. The Evangelical Alliance organized the
Graham Harringay Campaign.

The first visit of the international director since the
commencement in Britain was a thrilling time as Jim Duffecy
and David Fanstone investigated the Field story. Going first
of all to the Evangelical Alliance headquarters to search their
records and find there many references to the General as a
joint secretary and then the account of his death. Edward
Percy Field became the Evangelical Alliance secretary during
the year of General Sir John Field’s death. That afternoon on
the way back to Brighton David and Jim found the
churchyard at Dunton Green and E. P. Field’s grave under
the old oak tree. Later they were to return to find the house in
which he had lived and to meet people who had known him,
Talking to a friend about their adventure the question was
asked ‘“Who is Madam Field the Elocution teacher, David?
Have you contacted her yet?’’ She was an old friend of the
Fanstone family but David had not connected her name with
the history of O.A.C. A telephone call to Miss Field was
rewarded by the answer ‘“Yes! David I am a granddaughter
of the General and niece of Uncle Percy.’’ Her father, Claud,
had written a thrilling story of the General - ‘‘General Sir
John Field”’ Evangelist and Soldier. Duffecy spent the next
few days between open air meetings absorbed in the reading
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stnd Fanstane and Tony Martin find Field's grave. Pnnsh &melew, ‘.D.uman
Green.

Bob Van Maaren, Director for Holland, reaches lhe children in a Dutch camping
ground. 216
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of it. Margaret Field presented the book to him before he
returned to U.S.A. So Britain was not only seeing the
commencement of a new page in the advancement of Open
Air Campaigners but revealing the history of its earliest roots.
It was all like a Sherlock Holmes adventure to O.A.C.’s
president and he compiled an account of it all with
considerable extracts from the General’s story and entitled it
“‘Another Sherlock Holmes in England.”’

History often repeats itself. When Field was arrested for
preaching in Moore Street Sydney he defended his own case.
In 1980 Graham Simms our London Director was arrested
for holding an open air meeting in Leicester Square, a very
strategic open air site. Graham was tried at the famous Bow
Street Court, where he defended himself. The verdict was
“‘Guilty - but absolute discharge!”’

Graham Simms continues to lead the branch in this
principle city of Britain. Peter Green opened the Birmingham
Branch. It was the second branch to commence after
Brighton, Here the famous market known as the Bull Ring
became a key place for regular open air meetings. The St.
Martins in the Bull Ring Anglican Church allowed the Gospel
van to be parked in a strategic position beside the Market and
sometimes the lunch time open air would be followed by a
service in the beautiful old church with Peter as the preacher.
Rev. John Knight has his church in the Birmingham area and
is now Chairman of the British Council of Open Air
Campaigners. Each year an outreach in one of Birmingham’s
beautiful parks is directed toward the many Asians who have
migrated to Birmingham. Peter is responsible for the program
which includes training John’s church team to assist in the
daily open air meetings followed by games and a period of
Bible study for the many chldren wo gather. The Birmingham
City Council is so impressed by this effort to help the neglected
Asians that an annual donation is made to John Knight’s
Church of England to finance the whole effort. We do not
preach the Social Gospel but O.A.C. has always believed that
the Gospel has social implications and where would this be
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better remembered than in England the land of Wesley.and
Whitefield?

Peter Green has initiated visits to Ireland and France where
training seminars in open air evangelism have encouraged
local Christians to use O.A.C. methods to reach many
outsiders. In France the Christian Brethren are establishing
their assemblies by outdoor meetings and are most grateful
for the willingness of O.A.C. to share their methods with
them especially the use of the sketchboard as a means of
attracting people who once walked by but now are attracted
to listen to the Gospel as it is portrayed in poster paint on the
board. Birmingham is the location of the Annual Seminar for
all of the British branches and attracts members of the
Salvation Army, CIliff College (memories of the famous
Samuel Chadwick) and the Church Army, an evangelical arm
of the Anglican church.

Peter Green has opportunities in unusual places. He is an
expert in the art of Gospel magic and this skill has opened
doors to British television (which rarely features the Christian
message on its programs) and and into night clubs. Here the
whole proceedings stop to see a portrayal of the message of
God in a dramatic way that compels attention and once seen
remains indelibly in the memory. Fairgrounds are another
happy hunting ground for Peter’s preaching.

He had just finished a sketchboard message and was
walking among the fairground exhibits when a policeman
turned to the section of the crowd where Peter was walking
and asked everyone to stand still. It was soon apparent why
this request was made - Prince Charles, the heir to the British
throne, was walking towards him. He passed close to Peter
Green and then turned back. He singled Peter out and asked,
looking at his uniform ‘‘What does O.A.C. stand for?’’ Peter
replied. ¢‘It stands for Open Air Campaigners, your Highness
- we preach the Gospel in the open air.”” *‘Oh, then you are
proselytizing’’ Charles said. ‘‘No, your Highness, we do not
proselytize -’ he was interrupted in the middle of his
sentence, ‘‘...Then I should have said ‘Converting
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people!’ *’ Peter readily agreed that was the right word. Then
Prince Charles, always practical, turned to a woman beside
Peter ‘‘Have you converted this lady, yet?’’ It sounded as
though he knew what the King’s Business is!

Two important happenings occurred about this time -
David and Alice Aanensen were married in December 1969
and Bron and Nessie Carlisle joined the staff in Britain in
1973. David and Alice had met at Columbia Bible College.
Alice comes from Staten Island, New York City but her
family background as her name indicates is Norwegian. She
became an instant success with the English with her gracious
Christian character and strength of purpose. Like O.A.C.
wives everywhere Alice has become a tower of strength to
David being as sold on Open Air Campaigners as he is. An
0O.A.C. wife never has an easy time and all of us would pay
tribute to the tremendous part our wives play in the ongoing
of the ministry.

On one occasion Bron Carlisle brought @ Summer team to
England from Columbia Bible College. It was appropriate
that he should have a special interest in the branch which his
ministry, under God had brought into being. After a second
visit he rang the O.A.C. President and said ‘‘Nessie and I are
going to England. We believe that God is moving us from
Columbia even though we love it so much. I have had two
summers in Britain and the need as we have seen it is so great
that we must do something about it. If the ministry of Wesley
and Whiteficld could change England years ago, open air
preaching can do it again’’ Bron told him. And so without
any guaranteed support but the assurance of the Lord’s
direction the Carlisles went to spread the O.A.C. method of
open air evangelism in the British Isles. One of the greatest
things about O.A.C. evangelists the world over is this same
spirit. Many of them could earn good salaries as important
men in the business world but all of them know that they are
in the Greatest Business in the World and the eternal rewards
cannot match the best assured salary of some other business.

Bible Colleges, like Cliff and Capernwray, and many
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The branches began to spread. Keith and Deborah Wills
had seen the need of Burnley in Lanceshire. David and Sue
Glover were inspired by the Carlisle’s ministry and after
training with Keith Wills went to open a branch in Newcastle
upon Tyne. Keith was invited to visit Belgium but the local
pastors were at first cautious. They had seen other
organizations come in and it always seemed that they were
pushing their own societies. Was Open Air Campaigners a
church centered organization in more than name only?
Would they come to give and not to get? Was it true that
0O.A.C. really stood for an Outdoor Arm of the Church?
Keith’s seminars convinced them that they could trust
0O.A.C. to help and not hinder them. Now we have a Belgium
branch led by Ben and Marian van den Akker, an outgrowth
of the British work.

Holland is a child of O.A.C. Britain also. Bob and Jos Van
Maaren first came in contact with the organization when they
migrated for a time to Hamilton, New Zealand. Meeting
George Bremner and seeing the work in Auckland they later
moved to Hamilton when David Fanstone was working there.
Bob became a voluntary worker and was greatly impressed
with what he saw of the open air ministry, so much so that
when he and Jos, through family reasons, returned to
Holland the impression never left him - God wanted him to
reproduce O.A.C. in his native land of Holland. Bob Van
Maaren contacted David Fanstone in England and after
instruction in O.A.C. methods the British Council approved
the opening of the new branch. Holland opened before
Belgium. These countries are not easy places to reach people
for Christ - there is a historic religious background in both
countries which gives lost sinners a sense of security without
them knowing Christ. Only a face to face confrontation in
the open air will reach many of them.

The Fifth International Conference of Open Air
Campaigners was held at Pilgrim Hall Uckfield Sussex
October 17th-27th 1978.

Wesley’s city was Bristol and reminders of this are seen
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everywhere in this important city. Trinity College is one of
the best Anglican Theological colleges in the whole of
Britain. Dr. James Packer, one of today’s best theologians,
lectured there when a young man named Korky Davey was a
student at Trinity. Korky came in contact with O.A.C. and
his eyes were opened to see what could be done in the city of
John Wesley whose name is synonomous with vital open air
preaching. Korky and Annie are now settled in as a vital part
of the Bristol branch which Korky directs.

At first the city fathers questioned the holding of meetings
on the Mall right in Bristol’s center shopping area. When they
attempted to stop the open air meetings, there was a storm of
protest from Bristol’s ministers including a couple of well
known Anglican Bishops who right from the beginning
realized that the Trinity graduate would represent them well
in the out of doors. The writer visited Bristol not so long ago.
Imagine the thrill of seeing a sketchboard outside Wesley’s
Chapel on the Mall with one of Korky’s teams in action!
John Wesley sat on his horse in the background and I
thought he would get down from his steed at any moment
and ask if he could preach the next sermon! It was his open
air preaching that turned England upside down a few
centuries ago.

Through participation and training Korky Davey has
established a number of teams in the West Country. The
lovely old city of Bath is often visited for Gospel preaching.
Once a Roman center with its hot springs it is good to know
that the Gospel the Romans brought to England still attracts
large sized audiences in Bath. But the influence of the Bristol
0O.A.C. branch has spread beyond the West Country, beyond
England into Spain and Portugal. Regular visits are made to
these countries once closed to the Gospel, and especially to
the outdoor proclamation of its message. Missionaries and
national pastors in Spain and Portugal are thrilled by the
impact the Gospel has when taken to the streets and market
places of their cities and towns. Bron and Nessie Carlisle had
an open air campaign in Lisbon, right in one of the main
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squares of the city - Nessie painting the sermon on the board
as Bron preached it. Bron says that he has never seen such a
response to the Gospel in all of his more than 25 years with
0.A.C. Even the Communists had to take notice - right on
the front page of their principal newspaper they printed a
large sized picture of the Carlisles in Action. ‘“Without Me
you can do nothing’’ in Portuguese is clearly portrayed on the
sketchboard and the lines under the photo say ‘‘Salvation by
interpretation’’. It is a jibe at the Word of God but
Communists do not know what God can do through a verse
from His Word when they make their newspaper into a
Gospel tract! Greater Europe Mission made the opportunity
for the Carlisles to visit their fields for open air ministry in
Portugal, Sweden and they visited Ireland and Finland also.
The great thing about such a ministry is that it does not cease
when the O.A.C. men return to their own field of service, the
missionaries, students in training at Bible colleges and
national pastors remain behind continuing to use the tool
placed in their hands.

Korky makes regular visits to Spain and Portugal and has
found such an interest among his voluntary workers and
other Christian workers in England who want to make
themselves available to help those needy countries that
0O.A.C. Bristol has purchased a large bus to transport these
workers to the assistance of Spain and Portugal. Latest news
in Britain itself is encouraging - two new branches have
recently opened, one in Cardiff, Wales and another in
Devon. And so the land of John and Charles Wesley, George
Whitefield and the Salvation Army, in one of England’s
greatest crisis hours is seeing God renew its ancient heritage,
the ministry of taking the Gospel again to a nation that
seldom darkens the door of a church. We cannot help
wondering what General Sir John Field and his lawyer son
Edward Percy would say if they could come back to see what
Open Air Campaigners, under God, is doing in their beloved
homeland.
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first team visit to the great city - one of todays most wide
open mission fields - Paris Reidhead Christian and
Missionary Alliance pastor of A. B. Simpson’s church saw
the potential of open air preaching as Open Air Campaigners
were trained to do it so he later invited us to hold one of the
first O.A.C. Training Seminars at his church. There was
nothing sensational about that seminar. A few out of state
men attended it and were thrilled with the classroom lectures
given and were overwhelmed by the opportunities for
reaching multitudes in the open air, but it was a New Yorker
who lived a few hundred yards from Times Square that was
more impressed than anyone else. He was a member of the
church that sponsored us - Jack Kreidler had worked for
many years as a technical adviser to one of America’s best
known airlines and he had regularly engaged in open air
preaching on New York’s streets but this was different. The
approach to reaching the man in the street which had been
spelled out in training lectures really gripped Jack Kreidler.
He was at every session of the Seminar. He worked the late
shift and was able to fit it into his schedule. Each day he was
sitting in the sessions and in the afternoons and evenings he
was at the open air meetings. Between all this and his nightly
work of inspecting his airlines great planes, Jack had his
hands full. He was fascinated by the lecture notes and asked
for permission to have them duplicated.

Little did it appear at the time that all this was the first
preparations for the opening of an O.A.C. branch in Italy. In
those days New York City was the largest Italian city in the
world and New York was to be Jack Kriedler’s training
ground for Italy, Rome was aiready an essential part of his
life. His real home was in Rome and Anna, his lovely Italian
wife, lived there. Jack was an international and had spent a
good deal of his time in various parts of the world especially
during World War II when he was part of a team which set up
private airports for his company. Anna and Jack were very
happy together and she often accompanied him when he
settled in various cities overseas but New York City did not
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appeal to her and Jack shuttled between Rome and the’city
that Pan American Airlines had assigned him to.

Rome held good and very bad memories for Jack. It was in
the Eternal City that Interpol, the International Police, had
caught up with him - but that is running ahead of the story. It
is a story that needs to be told for God in his Sovereignty was
preparing Jack Kreidler, an international crook, in order to
send him back to the city where his shady career almost came
to an end, to commence the first Italian branch of O.A.C.
there.

Jack Kreidler was born into a German family and he lived
in the New York City area. His Mother loved him very much
and treated him as her ‘‘little angel.”’ Jack wanted to be a
man not a sissy and his resentment smoldered for years.
Movies and the radio serials gave him some exciting, if bad,
ideas. He began preparing, as a teenager, who looked older
than his years, to leave home. He had become adept at
forgery and with forged papers he was only waiting for an
opportunity to leave home to see the world. One day, in a fit
of rage, he drew a knife on his mother and slashed her hand.
A few months afterwards he was overseas working for a
Chinese airline. Some weeks of training in Miami opened the
way for him to get into this position and looking older than
he really was and having the ability to bluff his way through
he learned as he went along. He was a smooth character who
dressed smartly and knew how to keep his mouth shut.
Finally the position with Pan Am opened up and with it the
opportunity to move from country to country.

He met Anna, an attractive society figure in Rome. By this
time Jack had tried most ways of living. The night clubs and
the gay life were his - anything for kicks! He would become
interested for a while and then the illusion would evaporate.
Now he was having another try. Anna saw him as a well
dressed, genial, if somewhat silent American. She did not
know that the man she married was now one of the leaders of
an international dope, espionage and narcotics ring. His
partner was the owner of a bank. They had agents in key
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places even into embassies. It was an exciting life. Jack never
got into taking drugs, he was too smart for that. His job was
processing and distributing the hellish stuff through his
agents,

One morning, he had gone out for an early haircut and on
returning to his house in Rome as he came to the door he was
told ‘“‘You have some friends to see you Jack!”’ ‘‘“That’s
nice’’ he answered. ‘““Who are they?’’ ‘‘The International
Police’’ he was told. The Interpol had picked up his partner,
the owner of the bank and now they had come for Kreidler.
Both men had sworn themselves to secrecy. For two hours the
Captain and his assistant asked questions and for two hours
Jack quietly lied to them. Finally both men got up from their
chairs and apologized to Anna. ‘“We are sorry to have
inconvenienced you, Madame. We have got the wrong man -
your husband is innocent!’’ they told her and they left.

‘““What do you know about all this Jack?’’ Anna asked
when the policemen were out of hearing. Coolly, Jack turned
to her and said ‘‘They have the right man. I am the man that
they are looking for, I am the head man of the operation!”’
His coat was hanging on the door knob a few feet from the
Captain’s arm. Jack opened the concealed pocket, looked
out the window and saw the car in the square outside with the
men in it waiting to collect the packet of opium from his
pocket. He deposited it down the toilet as though nothing
had happened.

Soon afterwards he was in Africa with plans to start again
in a drug running career but the kick had gone out of it all
and he returned to New York City with other plans. He had
tried everything and nothing was worthwhile., A fiendish
desire to see his mother again came over him. She, of course,
was thrilled to see her ‘‘white haired boy’’ again after so
many years. ‘‘I've only come to see you to tell you that I’ve
come home to end it all and nothing will stop me!’’ ““Jack”’
she pleaded ‘“You have a wonderful position, you have a
wonderful wife in Italy and a beautiful home - what more
could you want to make you happy?’’ He began to walk off.
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““Don’t try to stop me!’’ he called back. As he moved out his
mother called after him “Why don’t you try God?”’ “‘Try
God!”’ he sneered silently to himself. Why, the people that he
had associated with in the night clubs believed in God. He
had agents in churches and mosques and they all said that
they believed in God - try God! It was ridiculous - he was an
atheist. Try God! Then it hit him like a thunderclap - he had
tried everything else and it was all a failure but he never had
tried God. He asked three questions “‘Is there a God? What is
His pathway? Can He change a maniac like me?’’ ¢‘All right”’
he told himself “‘I’ll try God and see what happens!”’ And in
his soul he said ‘‘If You are there show Yourself to me and if
You do, I'll take whatever path that You show me!”’ It was a
challenge to the Almighty.

Nothing sensational seemed to happen. Jack Kreidler every
now and then prayed his unbelieving prayer. No light came
from heaven and no stars fell out of the sky but the atheist
kept at it day after day. One Saturday approximately 2
months later he was walking by Carnegie Hall on 57th Street.
A few young people were outside inviting the passersby to go
inside and hear an opera singer perform. Jack liked opera
and it was a free concert so he went in and sat down. Anton
Marco came out on the stage and sang a couple of arias then
picked up a big black Bible and told why he was leaving the
opera field. He was going to sing for Christ. Jack says “‘I
thought that he had rocks in his head’’ but as Marco
preached the Gospel, the drug operator was getting
impressed. ‘‘Souls in Conflict’’ one of the first Billy Graham
films followed the testimony and when the invitation was
given Jack Keidler responded. Jack Kreidler walked out of
the ““Word of Life’’ Rally a changed man Oct. 2nd 1954. He
says ‘‘I walked down the Great White Way and I was
different’’ and he was.

He was helped by the man who had counselled him and
soon afterwards he met Julius Rapley who had a unique
ministry at the Christian Business Men’s Victory Center
beside Times Square. Italy was already calling him when
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O.A.C. came across his path. When the New York City
Branch was established during the Worlds Fair of 1964 Jack
. gave himself to the open air ministry. Art Williams who
opened the New Jersey branch and Jim Duffecy, the New
York City branch had Jack as a constant companion. He
thrived on a few hours sleep after his night work at Kennedy
Airport and he was ready for the noontime meetings at the
piers at Wall Street and elsewhere. He would be at Times
Square during the evening and then leave soon afterwards for
his job.

Dr. Stephen Olford’s ministry at Calvary Baptist Church,
almost opposite Carnegie Hall, became the strength of Jack’s
life. Dr. Olford appointed Jack to lead the church open air
team. Jack became a trusted member of the New York-New
Jersey Committee of O.A.C. and the monthly meetings were
held in his apartment. When various members of the overseas
staff of open air campaigners visited New York City Jack was
almost a one man welcoming team. David Fanstone of
England got his introduction to New York’s unique open air
opportunities when he stayed at Jack’s apartment for a
couple of months. It was Jack who strongly advised David to
attend the First International Conference in Australia in 1966
and at the Second International Conference held at Lake
McKellar in Ontario, Canada, David was commended to
open the work in England in 1968 and Jack in Italy in 1969. It
was poetic that Rome should be the city where the Italian
work commenced - the city where the Interpol almost had
him! Jack has been cleared officially by court action and in
the last few years Anna Kreidler has come to Christ,

As the International Director, Jim Duffecy makes periodic
visits to the overseas branches. On one of his visits to Rome,
Jack, who is not noted as being a joker told him that he had
arranged a meeting at a large Roman Catholic church.
‘““What do you suppose they will think about me being the
preacher there?”’ Duffecy asked him. ‘“‘Oh, don’t worry
about that’’ he was told. ‘‘How many will be there?’’ was the
next question ‘‘Don’t worry about that either. There’s always
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Italian children enjoy the Gospel :ﬁessage in Rome,
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a large crowd there’’. They dropped the subject for a while
then and Jack took his director for a look around the city.
The next day Duffecy asked for some more information. I’ve
never had to do anything like this before. Do you have any
suggestions of what subject I should preach about?”
Kreidler, without hesitation, suggested resurrection. Later
that day Jim began some preliminary preparation. The
following morning Jack had some more information. “When
you go to this church for your sermon I should tell you that
the people there are not used to an invitation so don’t be
discouraged if there is no response after your sermon.’”
Duffecy told him that he realized that an outward invitation
is not always necessary so that would not bother him. Then
the question was ‘“What time will the service take place?”’
‘‘After lunch today’’ Jack told him. ‘‘That doesn’t seem to
be a good time!’’ Jim protested. ‘“Oh, it will be all right.
There are always a lot of people there.”’ As they were eating
their meal Jim remembered that the day before Jack had
given him a postcard. It was from the Church of the
Capuchin Fathers. The card showed catacombs of the church
with skeletons laying around everywhere. Even in ceilings of
the lower floor were decorated in patterns using human
bones. Duffecy said ‘‘It has just dawned on me what church
you have arranged for my sermon - no wonder you said that
there are always thousands of people there and that I should
preach on the resurrection but I should not be surprised if
there was no response to my invitation!”’ Jack roared with
laughter. ‘I was only arranging some preaching engagements
for you while you are here in Rome.’”’ Duffecy replied
““You’d better behave yourself or you won’t be preaching in
Rome yourself. [ have a good mind to start a new branch in
the Sahara Desert and arrange for you to lead a camel in this
new branch!”’

They were still laughing as they mounted the steep steps of
the church. Jim Duffecy told Jack Kreidler ‘‘I’m going to
preach to them anyway but I want you to realize that I am not
giving any commands. I'm only making a suggestion.”” He
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looked into one of the skeleton covered alcoves ‘‘Get up!’’ he
said persuasively. Jack told him ‘I did my best to give you a
big opportunity. If you had had any response as a result of
your preaching even the Pope himself would have recognized
you. He would probably have made you a Cardinal!’’

The seed of the importance of training which was planted
in Jack Kreidler’'s heart when he first met Open Air
Campaigners has grown and blossomed in his ministry in
Italy. Right from the beginning he saw the wisdom of doing
all that he can to help the missionaries and national pastors.
The writer visited a town near Naples where Jack was leading
a team of young people to reach the outsiders. Each morning
children’s meetings were held in a big tent. Jack was there to
pray with them before the program and afterwards he called
them together to pass on hints. He had taught them how to
do it and then stood back to let them do what they had
learned. Missionary pastors were the featured speakers in the
evenings. Each of these men, without hearing the comments
of the others, told how much Jack had meant to them in
assisting them in their ministry. A younger missionary asked
“Is there anything that Jack cannot do?'’ ‘‘We teach our
evangelists to be all round men, able to do anything that is
needed to reach all kinds of people in all kinds of situations’’
he was told.

Pastor Lillard was asked where his church was. ‘“Arco
Felici!’’ he replied. ‘“‘Tell me about Arco Felici?’’ I asked
him. ‘‘Well it is an interesting story’’ he answered ‘‘and a lot
of it is due to your man. Five years ago there were just a few
of us and Jack Kreidler came and taught us to go out with the
Gospel in an open air ministry. He assisted us to use the tent
for evangelistic meetings. A church was born in ten days.
Now we have around one hundred and sixty people attending
regularly. We are baptizing six more in that mill pond beside
the conference center where you are staying at present. Mr.
Duffecy would you like to preach the message at Sunday’s
service?”’ It was a triumphant time. There are many church -
leaders and lay people in Italy who are glad that Jack Kreidler

233



is saved and serving the Lord under Open Air Campaigners in
the needy land of Italy.
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He Preaches The Faith He
Destroyed, “Snowy’ Royal-
Demolisher

‘SNOWY' ROYAL
DEMOLISHER!

gave glory to God because of me.’’ These words fit “‘Snowy”’
Royal’s story perfectly. By trade he was a demolisher,
constantly wrecking buildings; all the wrecking he ever did in
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Many wonderful
conversions to Christ resulted
from the regular Sunday
evening meetings at ‘‘The
Goulburn Street Open Air
Cathedral’’ but none more
spectacular than that of Sid
(*‘Snowy””) Royal. We finish
our present history with his
story. ‘“‘Is it worthwhile to
preach the gospel in the open
air?™ is a question that we are
often asked. Here is an answer
- a veritable Lazarus raised
from the dead - “Snowy”
Royal!

In Galatians 1:23 & 24 the
Living Bible says ‘‘All they
knew was what people were
saying, that ‘our former enemy
is now preaching the very faith
he tried to wreck’ and they






Bryan read the Bible at the table but afterwards would curse
his wife and make her life a misery. He had a terrible temper.
One of his horses had a little foal. ‘““Snowy’’ hardly knew
what love was but he loved that little foal. Every chance he
got he was around it, fondling it. Then came one of the
darkest days of his life, a day that was to effect his life for
nearly fifty years. It was blazing hot and Bryan was plowing a
field. Heartlessly he harnessed the foal’s mother into the
plow with another horse. All day in that torrid heat he
plowed until the mare with the foal beside it came to a
standstill utterly exhausted. ‘‘Go on!”’ he shouted with a
blood curdling oath. It tried but stumbled. Bryan, mad with
rage, grabbed a long handled shovel and killed that lovely
horse with it. Young Royal fled from the farm. Although he
was so young he vowed a vow - *‘if that’s religion’’ he said
“I’ll hit it every time I see it!"’ And for fifty years he struck at
religion as viciously as that farmer had struck at that horse to
kill it.

One night at Goulburn Street ‘‘Snowy’’ was particularly
hostile. ‘““Why don’t you keep away from the meeting,
*“‘Snowy’’? Jim Duffecy asked him from the platform. ‘““You
mind your own business, Duffecy! If I want to come here I
will and you won’t stop me!”’ “Well, I was only giving you
some good advice’’, the preacher said. ‘‘I know that you
don’t want to go to Heaven but one night you’ll come here
once too often and God will save your soul and you wouldn’t
want that to happen would you?’’ ‘“‘No, I wouldn’t!”’ he spat
back. ““I'll never fall for this dope!’’ ‘‘Bigger trees than you
have fallen at this meeting’’ was the reply.

God works in mysterious ways. A young Jewish girl found
Christ as her Messiah at an O.A.C. meeting. (She later
became a missionary in India). Audrey told her father about
her great experience and he called her such a horrible name
that it almost broke her heart. Sid Royal worked for her
bookmaker father and she told Sid what her father had said.
‘‘Snowy’’ became mad with rage that a man would speak like
this to his beautiful daughter and took to the liquor bottle
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which he had always had a fondness for but this time he was
drunk for five full weeks.

Prayer had been going up for years for ‘‘Snowy’’ among
O.A.C. staff and voluntary workers and everyone was more
concerned than ever as he came intoxicated every Sunday to
the meeting. This Sunday, November 4, 1951 Bryce Hartin
was preaching. At the end of the message he asked, ‘“Will
someone here tonight accept Christ as their Saviour and
Lord?’’ He held out a Gospel booklet as he swept that
audience of some two hundred people with his eyes. There
was an unsteady movement from *‘Snowy’s’’ direction and
he pushed through the audience with outstretched hand.
Bryce ignored him. Surely this was only another of Sid’s
tricks. ‘‘If I don’t do it tonight I might never do it again,”’
““Snowy’’ persisted. Bryce gave Sid his full attention. ‘‘Do
you mean that you are really accepting Christ as your
Saviour?’’ Bryce asked him ‘“Yes I am!’’ Royal answered, as
he took the booklet. Then turning to that audience who knew
him so well, he said, ‘‘And if there’s nothing in it I’ll be back
next Sunday to tell you!’’ Bill Cochrane was on the platform
next Sunday. He looked over at ‘‘Snowy’’ and asked in front
of the whole audience, ‘‘Is there anything in it ‘“‘Snowy’’?”’
““There’s everything in it Bill’’, he answered loudly.

“‘Snowy’’ never looked back. All things became new for
him. His doubts about the Bible completely disappeared. A
number of his old gang seeing the transformation in him
became Christians too. He never learned to speak good
English. A restaurant was a ‘‘cafe’” without any French
pronunciation at all. His description of the day the farmer
killed the horse was ‘It was one of them terrible ’ot umidity
days.”’ If this English wasn’t good he was well taught in the
language of Heaven. Fashionable churches of all
denominations wanted him to come and tell his story. The
South Australian Branch began well as he joined Bryce
Hartin soon after it commenced. After his retirement from
secular work ‘‘Snowy’ joined the staff of Open Air
Campaigners. His visit to New Zealand in 1963 at the
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boy who ran away from me.”’ “‘Yes I am, but I've come back
to tell you that I've found the Lord who you used to read to
me about in the Bible. He has become my Saviour and has
changed my whole life,”” Sid told him. Dave and Sid stayed
talking to him for a hour. ‘‘Snowy’’ was absolutely sure that
that day Bryan found Christ and learned the difference
between religion and Christianity.

*‘Snowy”’ went to be with his Beloved Master and Saviour
on September 1, 1965. O.A.C. prayer partners and friends
fully subscribed the ‘‘Snowy’’ Royal Memorial Van and it
was dedicated in October 1966. Sid Royal’s salvation is one
of the most significant conversions O.A.C. has ever seen in
more than ninety years of service for Christ.






Epiloque

And so my story finishes but the ministry goes on. These
days the sun never sets on Open Air Campaigners. As | now
write, an Open Air Campaigner is preaching in some part of
the world - speaking to a crowd of children in a ghetto or
facing an audience of business people in a financial district or
training a group of missionaries and national pastors or
holding a curious audience in a fairground. . .illustrating a
Bible story on a surfing beach, aiming at a high target. . .an
important target - ‘‘Presenting Christ by all means
everywhere’’ but believing that those who aim at nothing hit
that target every time! Paul aimed high, too. ‘‘I am made all
things to all men that I might by all means win some.”’

The pioneers have passed on, (all except Wallie Guilford
who wrote our foreword) they left a rich heritage. They
handed on the torch to the next generation and after ninety
years it burns even brighter in the hands of a team of vital
young men and older ones. The tendency of fire is to die out -
may it never be so for Open Air Campaigners. Our aims are
still the same as they were. Our doctrinal basis is unaltered
and we are still a Church oriented organization.

One day at Wall Street the Gospel van was opened up at
the Sub Treasury building over from the famous Stock
Exchange. A good-sized crowd gathered on the steep steps
listening as they ate their lunch and only moving as the lunch
hour changed. The meeting went on uninterrupted for 2%
hours with the Gospel going out attractively, postively and in
a Biblical, Christ centered way. After listening to at least 10
full length messages presented by staff candidates and the
present generation of veteran evangelists, I could not resist
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saying to the team as the meeting concluded, ‘‘What a’thrill
to know that God has perpetuated and preserved the clear
Gospel proclamation from O.A.C. platforms for all these
years. This is the work of the Spirit’* and it is! All the glory to
the Lord Himself, The real Director of Open Air Campaigners.
May it ever be so!
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The Open Air Campaigners
Doctrinal Statement

We believe in:

1.

2.

3.

g

The unity of the Godhead and trinity of the Persons
therein (Father, Son and Holy Spirit).

The virgin birth, and deity of Jesus Christ, and the
efficacy of His death as the only atonement for sin.

The deity of the Holy Spirit and His work in conversion,
instruction and sanctification of the believer.

. The Bible account of the creation as recorded in Genesis --

the fact of the fall of our first parents resulting in spiritual
death and the lost condition of every human being, thus
making the new birth absolutely necessary.

Justification by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour.

. The actual bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, His

ascension into heaven, and future second personal advent.

. The eternal existence of the soul; the resurrection of the

body; the judgment of the world by our Lord Jesus
Christ; eternal blessedness of the regenerate and eternal
punishment of the unregenerate.

. The divine inspiration, final authority and sufficiency of

the Holy Scriptures -- the Old and New Testaments.
(The International Council records that it interprets the
phrase ‘‘Divine Inspiration’’ as ‘‘Plenary and Verbal
Inspiration’’).

BIBLE REFERENCES CONFIRMING EACH OF
THE ABOVE SECTIONS

. Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19; I Cor. 8:6
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. Matt. 1:18-25; Col, 2:9; I Pet. 2:24; Heb. 9:14, 22-28
. I1Cor. 3:17-18; John 3:5-6; John 16:13-14; Rom. 8:9-16
. Gen. 1; Gen. 3:1-7; Eph. 2:1-6; John 3:8

. Rom. 4:1-5; Gal. 2:16, Eph, 2:8-9

. John 20: Acts 1:9-117 I Thess. 4:16-17

. Rev, 20:4-6; Matt, 25:46; II Thess. 1:7-10

. 1] Tim. 3:16; 11 Pet. 1:21; Luke 24:25, 27, 4445
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Historical Open Air
Campaigners Materials

During a visit to Australia in 1975 Rev. Noel Gibson,
Australian Director, asked the author of this book to gather
together and catalogue minute books, publications,
important letters, photo and negatives of Open Air
Campaigners. These were deposited for preservation in the
famous Mitchell Library, Macquarie St., Sydney.

The following books were included - ‘‘Sir John Field -
Soldier and Evangelist’’ by his son Claud Field, ‘‘Truceless
Warfare’’ by W. R. Angus, ‘‘Another Sherlock Holmes in
England’’ by J. A. Duffecy. Quite a lengthy commentary
concerning significant minutes was included also.

On the death of Ted Field, E. P. Field’s son in March 1977,
Mrs. Field added his father’s diaries and other items to the
Mitchell collection. Claud Field’s daughter, Margaret, gave
me one of the General’s Bibles and his paper knife. Ted Field
made me a gift of his father’s last diary. These items will
eventually be added to the materials at Mitchell.

J. Duffecy



About the Author

Born in Sydney, Australia, Jim
Duffecy was converted to Christ at the
age of twelve at an Open Air
Campaigners meeting at Coogee
Beach. For twelve years he was
employed as a photo engraver on the
staff of “The Sydney Sun,” one of
Australia’s largest newspapers.

Joining the staff of Open Air
Campaigners in 1940, Mr. Duffecy
spent three and a half years working
with the Australlan Army as an

R O.A.C. Welfare Officer. After World

JIM DUFFECY War II he became a staff evangelist in

Sydney before being appointed as

Field Director for the national organization. In this position he opened the first

overseas branch of Open Air Campaigners in New Zealand in 1954, then during

1956, led a team to Canada and the U.S.A., which spearheaded the
commencement of the first North American branch in Chicago.

Moving with his family to the States the next year; Jim Duffecy became North
American Director and later opered the New York City branch during the 1964
World's Fair, He was appointed International Director at the first International
Conference of Open Air Campaigners in 1966 and in 1978 became the
International President.

“TRUCELESS WARFARE! TRUCELESS WARFARE!!
TAKE THE SHIELD AND WEILD THE SWORD,
TRUCELESS WARFARE! TRUCELESS WARFARE!!
IN THE HOMELAND AND ABROAD,

FIERCE THE FOE THAT DOTH RESIST US
STRONG THE ARM THAT DOTH ASSIST US
GREAT THE CAUSE THAT DOTH ENLIST US

IN THE ARMY OF THE LORD!”

When John Ridley wrote Open Air Campaigner’s battle cry the
organization was only working in Australia. “In the homeland and
abroad” was a prophetic statement then — now O.A.C.'s truceless
warfare against sin and Satan has advanced into many countries,
even beyond the bounds of the eleven national branches where
Open Air Campaigners is now operating.
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